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Preface

The ancient China long ago has stressed on the child and youth educa-
tion. Many primer readings spreading far and beyond came into focus, thus
strengthening the cause of child upbringing and brightness. The Three Char-
acter Classic, the Hundreds Surnames, the Thousand Character Classic,
and the Children's Knowledge Treasury are the best examples of such primer
readings. Their main goal is to enable the child to learn characters and edu-
cate them about culture and morality.

The readings are easy to understand, and simple to read and recite as they
resemble songs. They influenced the lives of many Chinese. They learned
Chinese, as well as gaining knowledge on Chinese history, geography, and
society. They are well-educated on morality too. Till today, Chinese still love
and stress these readings.

Of the above-mentioned four books, the Thousand Character Classic
came out earliest. It was compiled by a man of the Liang Dynasty. With four
characters in each sentence, there are 250 sentences and 1,000 characters in the
book. Due to this reason, the book is titled the Thousand Character Classic.

The Three Character Classic came out during the Song Dynasty times
and was modified later. As it has three characters in each sentence, the book

is titled the Three Character Classic. It comprises about 500 sentences. Many
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ideas and truths in it have profound impact on the Chinese people. UNESCO
incorporated the book into a list of compulsory books dedicated for the child
moral education. It was translated into many languages and circulated globally.

The Hundreds Surnames came out during the Song Dynasty times. It is a
primer reading related to the Chinese surnames. With a total of 568 characters
and in the form of songs with four characters in each sentence, it introduced
504 Chinese surnames in all.

The Children’s Knowledge Treasury came out the latest. The people of
Ming Dynasty compiled this book. With rich contents, it became a mini-
encyclopeadia of natural and social sciences. It owns the reputation of “Making
you knowledgeable enough after reading the Children's Knowledge Treasury”.

We can see profound historical and cultural traditions clearly in these
books - especially those vivid and meaningful tales greatly impress the read-
ers. Tales from China's Classic Essential Readings has selected tales spread-
ing far and beyond in China from the above four books and tells them in
short, lively and interesting truths. Readers, around the world, can learn the
historical and cultural knowledge of the Chinese nation, ideology and moral-
ity through them. The tales are divided into categories to be easily understood
by modern people, with the support of humorous and vivid cartoons.

The books are not only suitable for children and youth, but also for read-
ers with interest in Chinese culture. They can experience the contact with

Chinese history and culture.
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Mencius” Mother Chooses Neighbors

Mencius was one of China’s greatest philosophers and educators.
He lived from 372 to 289 BCE, during the Warring States Period (475
—221 BCE) in Chinese history. Although he was respectfully addressed
as Meng-zi in Chinese, his name was Meng Ke. Considered second
only to Confucius as a master of the Ru school of philosophy, known
as “Confucianism” in English, Mencius both taught and further devel-
oped Confucian ideas. His accomplishments would not have been pos-
sible without the all-abiding importance that his mother placed on his
education.

Mencius’ homeland was a place called “Zou” in what is now the
province of Shandong. His father died when he was young and the
family circumstances were difficult. His mother worked as a weaver
and at other jobs to support the family. Despite all, she did not let go
of her belief in the importance of education; she hoped that one day
Mencius would become an educated man with his own ideas.

At the very beginning, the family lived near a graveyard. People
would frequently come by to conduct funeral rites and the young

Mencius and his friends in the neighborhood would run over to watch.
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After the mourners had left, the boys would mimic what had taken
place, the lowering of the coffin, the kneeling and praying, the wailing
and mourning. They thought this was all good fun. Mencius’ mother
looked upon this as a poor environment for getting a proper education.

She decided she would rather spend a little money and move to a place
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that was on a regular street and that had a livelier atmosphere.

Not long after moving to a new home, Mencius’ mother discovered
a new problem. All of the neighbors in the new place were involved in
trade, and the family of one small friend had a shop that dealt in meat.
After watching the comings and goings at the meat shop, Mencius and
his friends would play at doing business, one the buyer, one the seller,
haggling over prices, having a great time. At that time in China, trades-
men were regarded as being engaged in the lowest and most humble
occupation. People in business were accorded no respect. Mencius’
mother was now afraid that her son would become a businessman, so
she determined to move again.

This time, after long consideration, she decided to move the family
to a location that was near a school.

Schools were generally situated near the homes of the well to do at
the time, near “princely homes.” They were set up for the purpose of
educating the sons of aristocrats. From where he lived, Mencius could
hear the sounds of the children’s voices, reciting their lessons. He was
soon mimicking them, reciting the lessons as well. Moreover, on the
First Day and the Fifteenth Day of every lunar month, officials would
gather at the school to conduct rituals. As per the proper way of doing
things, everyone would perform rites that seemed wonderfully elegant

and sophisticated and grand. Mencius observed these things minutely,



