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Preface

An artist’s work is a painstaking one and it is not an easy thing to attain successes in art. As
a graphic artist, Wu Jide has been engaged in printmaking for over 20 years. By his love for the
art of print,perseverance and diligence ,he has produced a large number of works with new ideas
and conceptions. The artist’s footmarks left in the long course of exploring can be seen in the
works included in this book.

China is a country with an ancient civilization of several thousand years. To repeat what our
predecessors have done is a ridiculously naive action. This is a simple truth,but not all people can
comprehend it. Wu Jide’s attempt to develop a form of woodcut with national features began in his
works 'Busy Spring Season' and 'Mao Dun in His Early Youth ',in which the traditional line
drawing in relief and bright colors were used and the objects were lively arranged. His bold adop-
tion of the conventional form combined with new content has made his works fresh and original.
In the works 'Morning Dressing 'and 'Red Rose',the black, white and colors were all handled
with neatness and lightness,and this can also be found in-'Sunrise' and 'Autumn Scenery'. In
these works there are large areas of space left. The empty space in a print means as much as the
black area does,so the subtle arrangement of space is a skill a printmaker must master. In the
work '"Plum Rain'the artist employed the technique of gouache printing to produce an-artistic ef-
fect of condensation and richness,and thus gave this folk technique a new life.

In creation, Wu Jide is keen on drawing materials from the natural conditions and social cus-
toms of the rivery lands south of the lower reaches of the Changjiang River. He is skillful at tradi-
tional watercolor block printing and gouache printing. In the whole course of drawing,coloring,
cutting and rubbing ,he will make full use of the texture of the material so as to create a print lan-
guage with special artistic appeal in which national feature and modern feature are well combined ,
and the pictures done in this way are full of the local flavor of the rivered lands so familiar and ap-
pealing to us. Every piece of work he did with great enthusiasm was elaborately conceived and
permeated with the artist’s personal emotions. His print is just like beautiful poem or the good
wine of Shaoxing that will give you mental refreshment and lingering aftertaste. His works are
very popular with and well received by the audience and have won prizes of different classes.

Wu Jide is advancing steadily,creating and developing his art with tireless efforts. T expect

that his efforts will be crowned with still greater success.

Zhao Zongzao
China Academy of Fine Arts
February,1994
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