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Accustoming
Yourself to
JavaScript

JavaScript was designed to feel familiar. With syntax reminiscent of
Java and constructs common to many scripting languages (such as
functions, arrays, dictionaries, and regular expressions), JavaScript
seems like a quick learn to anyone with a little programming experi-
ence. And for novice programmers, it's possible to get started writing
programs with relatively little training thanks to the small number of
core concepts in the language.

As approachable as JavaScript is, mastering the language takes more
time, and requires a deeper understanding of its semantics, its idio-
syncrasies, and its most effective idioms. Each chapter of this book
covers a different thematic area of effective JavaScript. This first
chapter begins with some of the most fundamental topics.

Item 1: Know Which JavaScript You Are Using

Like most successful technologies, JavaScript has evolved over time.
Originally marketed as a complement to Java for programming inter-
active web pages, JavaScript eventually supplanted Java as the web’s
dominant programming language. JavaScript's popularity led to its
formalization in 1997 as an international standard, known officially
as ECMAScript. Today there are many competing implementations of
JavaScript providing conformance to various versions of the ECMA-
Script standard.

The third edition of the ECMAScript standard (commonly referred
to as ES3), which was finalized in 1999, continues to be the most
widely adopted version of JavaScript. The next major advancement to
the standard was Edition 5, or ES5, which was released in 2009. ES5
introduced a number of new features as well as standardizing some
widely supported but previously unspecified features. Because ES5
support is not yet ubiquitous, I will point out throughout this book
whenever a particular Item or piece of advice is specific to ES5.



