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Peaks of the Qinling Mountains
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THE WORLD'S MOST

PRECIPITOUS AND FASCINATING MOUNTAIN

t. Huashan, called the wWest

Mountain in ancient times, is

one of the noted five moun-
tains in China. Itis 2,160.5 m above sea
level, located in Huayin city in the east
of the Guanzhong Plain of Shaanxi Prov-
ince. With the Qinling Mountains to the
south and the Yellow River and the
Weihe River to the north, the mountain
is 120 Km. away from the ancient capi-
tal of Xi'an.

Mt. Huashan, best known both at home
and abroad for its precipitousness and
picturesque beauty, is acclaimed as
"mumber one mountain throughout
China for its perilousness". It is a prod-
uct of the crustal movement billions of
years ago. a great creation of nature.
"Precipitousness and picturesque
beauty" is not only its specific charac-
ter bestowed by the mother globe, but
also the romantic charm extolled by
poets and writers of the past dynasties.
"Precipitousness and loftiness" as an en-
tirety forms a special attraction of Mt.
Huashan.

Mt. Huashan is composed of five
peaks, among which, the East, the West

and the South Peaks stand near to each
other like a tripod, forming the main
peaks. Away from this "tripod" are the
Central and the North Peaks. . Together
with other seventy-odd smaller peaks,
the five peaks are shaped like a bunch
of flower petals. Of the five peaks, the
South Peak is the highest, while the
North Peak the lowest. The five peaks
tower aloft into the clouds and look very
steep. On the tops of the peaks one
would have such a feeling: "only the sky
is above and close, no other mountains
could peer with."

Mt. Huashan is not large in acreage,
only covering an area of 150 square Ki-
lometers. But scenic spots are seen ev-
erywhere, and most of them have long
and romantic stories. Here, some names
of these attractions are listed, which
probably would arouse your interest.

There are many caves on Mt. Huashan,
like the water Curtain Cave. the
Chaoyuan Cave, the Lotus Flower Cave
and the Crape Myrtle Cave. There are
many ridges on Mt. Huashan, like the
Lion Ridge, the Black Tiger Ridge, the
Green Dragon Ridge and the Flying Fish

Ridge. There are many terraces on this
mountain, like the Peach Woods Ter-
race, the Immortals Gathering Terrace,
the Shaluo Terrace, the Qing Ke Terrace
and the wild Ginger Terrace. There are
eight platforms on Mt. Huashan, i.e., the
Wwangmeng Platform, the Liuxi Platform,
the Three Emperors Platform, the Im-
mortals Gathering Platform, the Nianyan
Platform, the Morning Sun Platform, the
Purple Vapour Platform and the
Shengbiao Platform. There are nine
cliffs: the Fuwei (looking down at the
Weihe River below) Cliff, the Ca'er (scrap-
ing ear) Cliff, the Chongxiao (thrusting
up into the clouds) Cliff, the Shesheng
(giving one's life) Cliff, the Bright Star Cliff,
the Bizhao (escaping the imperial edict)
Cliff, the Sun and Moon Cliff and the
Immortal's Palm CIiff.

Mt. Huashan is also a place to dis-
seminate the Confucian and Taoist Cul-
ture in Chinese history.

In 1949, the heroic soldiers of the
People's Liberation Army defied the dif-
ficulty that there had been only one path
to Mt. Huashan since ancient times,
broke through this natural barrier and



took Mt. Huashan with their incompa-
rable braveness and wits.

In 1982, the State Council of the
People's Republic of China issued a
decree to list Mt. Huashan as one of the
first group of the key national scenic
spots. In 1995, the Huayin Municipal
People's Government established the
Mt. Huashan Administrative Bureau, and
invested 10 million Yuan to renovate the
infrastructure and cultural sites of this
mountain. The roads now have been
widened, safety structures for-climbing
have been repaired, and wireless com-
munication equipments have been in-
stalled to connect the top and the foot
of the mountain. New service facilities
and agencies for tourists have been es-
tablished one after another. At the same
time, the Huang Pu Valley Highway and
the cableway leading to the North Peak
have been open to traffic. Now, this pre-
cipitous and majestic Mt. Huashan ap-
pears before tourists both from home
and abroad with its enchanting scene,
long history, splendid culture and mat-
velous charm.
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The precipice with a plank path
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Jia Pingwa

ZEGBNES

The misty elegant Mt. Huashan
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t. Huashan is world-famous for

its peculiarity and precipitous-

ness. Ssince ancient times,
people have kept going there in continu-
ous streams. and have enjoyed them-
selves so much as to forget to go back.
Paintings to portray it and poems 1o
chant it have all become a valuable heri-
tage of the Chinese civilization. During
modern times, cameras have been in-
vented and photography has emerged.
No mountain climber will not bring a
camera when climbing. Ordinary visitors
taking pictures are merely taking pic-
tures, which serve as records of foot-
prints of their lives, There are some pho-
tographers who carry cameras up there,
and take one or several pretty good pho-
tos of scenery, and then have them
printed in pictorials or wall calendars.
But these photos are a part of all their
works. However, Huang Jixian probably
is the only person who. ardently loving
the photographic art, always carrying
cameras when going out, has climbed
Mt. Huashan for more than a hundred
times in the last more than twenty years
and taken thousands of photos of the
mountain.

Huang Jixian was already a noted pho-
tographer before he was forty years old. -

When he climbed Mt. Huashan at the
age of forty, he became aware that all
his former training was merely a prepa-
ration for his later photographing of Mt.

Huashan, even the rest of his life would
be lived for the mountain. In the last
twenty-odd years, he has unswervingly
been devoted to Mt. Huashan. He has
looked for every best spot for photos,
taken photos of the instant changes of
the mountain in the wind, the snow, the
fog, and the scene after the rain of the
four seasons, and created wonderful
and fabulous artistic works one after
another. Maybe Huang Jixian's previous
life was a little animal on Mt. Huashan.
He is familiar with every piece of rock
and every pine tree on the whole moun-
tain. He is a true worshiper of the moun-
tain. For more than twenty years, no
matter whether on the mountain or at
its foot, his soul has been a piece of
cloud over Mt. Huashan, always linger-
ing there, never to drift away.

Now, he has this photo album pub-
lished, which presents to people Mt.
Huashan in another form. Through these
photos, we can not only see the pecu-
liar and mysterious Mt. Huashan, but
also read a long, long story about an
artist. This story is full of fervour of life
and hardships of working, as well as a

~strong artistic feeling and expression.

This is a book which can be cherished
forever.

We are proud to have Mt. Huashan, and
the mountain is lucky to have Huang
Jixian.

March 14, 1997
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Mt. Huashan in clouds
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The Cd'er Cliff after snow
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A GREEN PINE TREE ON MT. HUASHAN

cople have long been fond of
pine trees, as they are tall, ever
green, and full of vitality. For hun-
dreds of years, towering and erect, pine
trees take root in deep soil. fear neither
scorching summer nor severe winter.
Pine trees are taken as heroes, a mark
of esteem and God of Longevity. In
short, the pine tree is a noble symbol
and a fine example in the eyes of the
Chinese people.

The pine trees on Mt. Huashan are par-
ticularly attractive and suggestive. They
embody an even wider and deeper sym-
bolic meaning. Standing firm on the top
of the mountain, on the edges of steep
cliffs, or rooted in the crevices of huge
rocks several thousand feet above the
ground, the weather-beaten trees rely
upon little soil, but still grow stubbornly
with twisted roots and gnarled
branches. Though they grow one inch
a year, the pine trees there have been
green and luxuriant for hundreds and
thousands of years. Without the suffi-
cient sunshine and warmth on the plain,
short of rich nutrition and soil base, they
have been growing stronger, more vig-
orous and attractive than those on the
plain. Their hardships, their lives, and
their majestic appearance are carved on
every branch and every leaf, which are
so fascinating, making people ponder

and indulge in reverie. They give people
encouragement and confidence.

-Huang Jixian, my dear old comrade-
in-arms, is an intelligent, hardworking
and indomitable artist, esteemed as a
"pine tree of Mt. Huashan". Born in a poor
family, he has not received systematic
and wide professional education and
training. He survived and grew up in
those war-ridden years. He has no in-
terest in rivalry with anyone nor any
desire for personal fame and gain. In
early 1950s, he and 1 were young work-
ers of an art troupe of the army. He never
thought he would engage in the photo-
graphic art,
strong, miraculous "pine tree of Mt.
Huashan". But during his service, he

not less to say to be a

was chosen to be a battlefront photog-
rapher. Thus, he put down the trumpet,
and started his photographic career in
the war with his limited photographic
knowledge and skKills which he learned
in the army. In the battle-field he charged
under the bombarding of the enemy's
planes and heavy fire, and fulfilled his
battlefront photographic tasks, while
many of his comrades-in-arms sacrificed
their lives. That marked the beginning
of his later great photographic achieve-
ments.

For many people, war life means re-
signing themselves to their fate and

Yao Kui

muddling along. But Jixian plunged into
his photographic life with all enthusiasm
and energy. Twenty-three of his works
were cited and stored as the army's
valuable military data.

Taking photos is not merely his task
and his personal interest; it is moreover
a responsibility and mission of his life.
The fate transferred him from the battle-
field to Northeast China, where he took
quite a few lively, lovely and attractive
photos of soldiers in peaceful daily life.
Following the arrangement of the fate,
he left the army and came back to his
hometown. Soon, he found the best
place near his hometown to give full
play to his photographic talent---Mt.
Huashan. In the early seventies when
he was already in his forties, Jixian
started to explore the beautiful places
for photos in the mountain. In the last
twenty-odd years, he has devoted his
sincerity and hard work, which ordinary
people could hardly offer, and climbed
the mountain up and down for more
than a hundred times either in wind or
rain, at sunrise or sunset, under scorch-
ing sun or in snow nights. Jixian com-
pletely dissolved his passion and prac-
tice with the charms, the plants, the soil,
and the rocks of Mt. Huashan. Despite
his old age, he still climbed the moun-
tain up and down no matter whether it



was dawn or dusk, took the photos of
the peculiarity, the wonder, the poetic *
fascination and perilousness of the
mountain, which had never been pho-
tographed since Mt. Huashan ever ex-
isted. These photos are the records of
the mountain at the end of the twenti-
eth century, which are the expressions
of the deep love of Shaanxi people for
their lovely mountain.

People love Mt. Huashan, love the pe-
culiar and magnificent green pine trees
on Mt. Huashan. People also love the
Mt. Huashan photographer Huang Jixian,
who is as indomitable in character as
the pine trees of Mt. Huashan. His un-
yielding efforts have obtained remark-
able photographic achievements, offer-
ing millions of people an appreciation
of the changeful beauty and strength of
the famous mountain. Like the pine trees
on Mt. Huashan, Jixian's Mt. Huashan
photographic art will be living on from
generation to generation, and will never

be aged. In a remote foreign country, |

warmly congratulate my dear comrade-
in-arms Jixian on his tremendous

achievements, of which, together with

him, 1 feel very proud.

Montreal, Canada

August 19
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Immortal's Palm Cliff in drifting mist
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