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Origin

course /ko:s/ n. facility consisting of a circumscribed
area of land or water laid out for a sport 3K3% (JB&F
PR, AIEINRGLR, AFELHA
i£5944/0R., 1843R

sand trap a hazard on a golf course 73U 5%

club /klab/ n. 1. golf equipment used by a golfer to hit
agolfball 34F 2. a formal association of people
with similar interests #£H, {& &R

wood /wud/ n. a club usually used for longer shots off
the tee or fairway. Once made of wood, most such
clubs now have shafts and clubheads constructed with

What Is Golf

Golf is a ball-and-stick game in which participants try to hit the ball into
holes placed at fixed distances around a grass course. They must contend
with natural and artificial obstacles such as sand traps and trees. The golf
ball is struck with clubs designated as woods or irons. Each player must
hit his or her own stationary ball in the desired direction and for the desired
distance, using one of a variety of clubs of assorted lengths and shapes.
Each attempt to strike the ball, whether successful or unsuccessful, is called
a stroke. Scoring is based on the number of strokes needed to complete

the round; low scores win. Golf is unique among ball games in matching

a single human being’s skill against the forces of nature; it is the only ball

game that one can legitimately play against oneself.

The exact origin of golf is unknown. Some historians believe the earliest

form of golf may have emerged in Greece, where ancient shepherds hit

steel, titanium or graphite KA

iron /'aron/ n. the metal, steel, titanium or graphite-
headed clubs used for most shots between tee and
green, including wedges 4k4F

assort /3'soit/ v. arrange or order by classes or categories

stroke /strouk/ n. (sports) the act of swinging or
striking at a ball with a club or racket or bat or cue or
hand ("}T N %%ﬁﬁ) —Fa —"dfTa ﬁ*f

legitimately /li'dzitimatly/ ad. in a manner acceptable
to common custom iE L3b, SFEH,
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stones with their staffs. However, the game as we know it today had its
origins in St. Andrews, Scotland, around 1744. In 1888 the first officially
recorded golf club was established in Yonkers, New York, by three
Scotsmen. This first course had six holes scattered through cow pastures
and an apple grove and was named in honor of their Scottish homeland
course, St. Andrews. Today a regulation course has 18 holes and may cover
as many as 250 acres of beautifully groomed countryside. Golf is enjoyed
today as a popular recreational activity. It can lead to various levels of
competition. Golf is also a growing spectator sport, with professional and

amateur tournaments becoming very popular.

Playing the Game

You may play a game of golf alone or in a group with one to three other
players. Golf is played on golf courses with 9 or 18 holes. The holes vary in
length from 85 to 600 yards and are generally referred to as short holes
(85245 yards), medium holes (245445 yards), or long holes (445-600
yards). The total yardage of a regulation 18-hole golf course varies from
5,600 to 7,200 yards.

In addition to the lengths of the holes, golf courses have other characteristics
that provide challenges to players. Each hole begins from a teeing area

(tee box) from which the first ball must be hit. Each hole ends on a green,
which has a 4'/s-inch diameter hole, or cup, cut down into the grass on the
green. Between the tee and the green is the fairway. The course is designed

with specific boundaries that are marked by out-of-bounds stakes. A player

scatter /'skata(r)/ v. a haphazard distribution in all teeing area 7 3RK[X

directions (1) #7F, (&) 5k, ZE#K green /gri:n/ n. an area of closely cropped grass
pasture /‘past{a(r)/ n. a field covered with grass or surrounding the hole on a golf course KRR, R

herbage and suitable for grazing by livestock 4%x¥% (GF) & B 3 FEASAF AR T A 430 X)

o, 4839 diameter /dar'zmita(r)/ n. the length of a straight line
groom /gru:m/ v. give a neat appearance to 4% passing through the center of a circle and connecting
tournament /‘tsmomeont/ ». a sporting competition in two points on the circumference # 4%

which contestants play a series of games to decide the fairway /'feower/ n. the closely mown area between the

winner 45473, BER tee and green FKif
tee /tit/ n. the starting place for each hole on a golf stake /sterk/ n. a pole or stake set up to mark something

course Fr3k&L, KA v place onatee 3, (as the start or end of a race track) ##-F

3R, Tk
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who hits a ball outside the boundary or into water is penalized by having

one stroke added to the score.

All golf holes have the five components described: teeing area, fairway,
rough, putting green, and cup (hole). The central path from tee to green is
the fairway, and it is the preferred location for your ball’s landing. These
areas may be wide or narrow, smooth or rough, and may have trees and
shrubs located within them. Unfortunately, sometimes shots land in the
taller grass left alongside the fairway, called the rough, which may also
have natural obstacles such as trees and wooded areas. The ball may also
land in sand or water hazards. Such challenges on the golf course are

called hazards or trouble.

Professional Golf

Take the United States as an example, the development of professional

golf is graphically illustrated by the growth of the PGA tour. In 1950 it

was hosted by 12 cities, largely in California, Arizona, and Texas. Twenty
years later the tour embraced 30 cities, and by 1997 there were some 50
tournaments across the nation on the men’s PGA tour and 38 tournaments
on the LPGA women’s tour. The two tours are coordinated so that the events
complement rather than compete with each other. In addition, there are 35
events on the men’s European PGA Tour and 37 events on the men’s Senior
PGA Tour. There is also a Japan Tour, although it is not as highly rated as
the major tours. For professional golfers, the most important victories are
achieved at the four major tournaments. For men these are the Masters, the
British Open, the U.S. Open, and the PGA Championship. For women they
are the Dinah Shore, U.S. Women’s Open, LPGA Championship, and du

Maurier Classic. These toumgments are so important that a professional

penalize /penslarz/ vt. impose a penalty on; inflict having several major branches #A&; #ANA

punishment on %t------ FLET
rough /raf/ n. the part of a golf course bordering the
fairway where the grass is not cut short (F 2 X3k

) RE X

vt. put atrisk F------ 4 R e

shrub /frab/ n. a low woody perennial plant usually water hazard K% X

unit 1

hazard /hazod/ n. 1. an obstacle on a golf course [&
7§ 2. asource of danger; a possibility of incurring

loss or misfortune &%, AK&9RE, AEWH
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golfer is not truly successful until he or she wins at least one. Excellent
golfers who fail to do so are often described as “the best golfer never to
win a major.” A case in point is American golfer Mark O’Meara, who
finally won his first and then his second major in 1998, following a highly

successful career.

The growth of amateur golf in the United States has also been phenomenal
as well. It has been estimated that 21.7 million Americans play at least one
round of golf and spent $20 billic;ﬁ on golf and golf-related services per
year. American colleges and universities are now a major venue for amateur
golf and many professionals come from the college ranks. In the United
States, spectator facilities have become important in the Tournament
Players clubs built by the PGA since 1980. These massive architectural
creations, with grass amphitheaters and colossal spectator mounds,
capitalize on a sport that is “part golf course, part theater.” The exemplar is
the Augusta National Golf Club, site of the Masters, which has taken on a

legendary, heroic, and mystical aura.

Proper Names

PGA: Professional Golfers’ Association 321k F R X2
LPGA: Ladies’ Professional Golf Association *F 324k F R X 4
Senior PGA Tour: 4Rk ZH R X KEFK

phenomenal /fanpmmal/ a. 1. of or relating to with tiers of seats; an arena in which contests and
aphenomenon %49 2. exceedingly or spectacles are held [ ¥ &3
unbelievably great 3 FL#Y colossal /ka'lpsal/ a. so great in size or force or extent
venue /'venjuy/ n. the scene of any event or action as to elicit awe E X #9
(especially the place of a meeting) 23%; (K.48) & mound /maund/ n. structure consisting of an artificial
FH RGP heap or bank usually of earth or stones +3k, )\
spectator /spek'teita(r)/ n. a close observer; someone exemplar /1g'zempla(r)/ n. something to be imitated #%
who looks at something (such as an exhibition of ST, M
some kind) WLAX; F A aura /'ora/ n. a distinctive but intangible quality
amphitheater /'&mfi,01ota(r)/ . 1. a sloping gallery surrounding a person or thing; atmosphere i,
with seats for spectators (as in an operating room or FNEd

theater) M4# X E{L[R 2. an oval large stadium

unit 1



Golf in Society

Some sports experts believe that golf is the most popular sport of the 1990s,
with more people playing golf, more people watching golf, and more golf
courses built than ever before. While golf may not be the most popular
sport of the decade, it is certainly true that it is very popular and has grown
in popularity. There seems to be a number of reasons for this. First, golf is
a relatively expensive sport, with the cost of equipment, club memberships,
and greens fees and the boom economies in Europe and Asia in the

1990s have given people more money to spend on activities such as golf.
Second, a round of golf can take a long time to play relative to many other
recreational sports and thus has benefited from the increase in leisure time
available to some people. Third, in the United States and Europe there has
been an increase in both permanent and seasonal living in warmer locales,
where golf can be played year-round. Fourth, golf is a life sport that is

not as strenuous as some other sports such as singles tennis and therefore
people play for longer periods of time. Fifth, golf is a sport that is highly
sociable in that there is much opportunity for golfers to talk as the game
progresses. And, sixth, golf, as the sport of business, has benefited from the

increase in business activity over the decade.

Despite — or perhaps because of — its popularity, golf has been subject

to a number of criticisms. Perhaps the oldest criticism is that golf is elitist
and discriminatory, with Jews, blacks, and the nonwealthy often excluded
from play by private clubs with restrictive membership policies and the

high cost of play game. Annual dues range from several hundred dollars
B

locale /lau'’kal/ n. the scene of any event or action discriminatory /dis’krimmstory/ a. being biased or
(especially the place of a meeting) (F4F4 4 49) 3 having a belief or attitude formed beforehand X 5| %}
P 33,5, e AR, ALK

strenuous /'strenjuas/ a. characterized by or performed due /dju/ n. a payment that is due (e.g., as the price of
with much energy or force & #9; RE4 membership) & %k (R R3LF)  a 1. owed

elitist /1'li:tist/ n. someone who believes in rule by an and payable immediately or on demand & A 49, &

elite group % #3%)44 2. proper and appropriate i& %44, iE %44

unit 1 5



to six-figure totals for the most expensive metropolitan areas. Golf in the
United States has been accused of discriminating against minority groups.
In a 1995 Sports Illustrated profile, golf celebrity Tom Watson noted that
he gave up his membership in the Kansas City Country Club in 1990 “over

its blackballing of a prospective Jewish member.”

Golf has been accused of showing a grave insensitivity to race relations.
For example, during the worst years of South Africa’s apartheid system
one of the country’s so-called homelands (satellite states set up to avoid
granting political rights to blacks in South Africa itself), Bophuthatswana,
organized an annual rich golf tournament at the Sun City resort. Despite
the international sports boycott of South Africa and warnings from the U.S.
State Department, Jack Nicklaus, Lee Trevino, and other big-name players
continued to attend the tournament. Similarly, there have been very few
successful African American professional golfers and critics argue that

the success of Tiger Woods (an American of African American and Asian
ancestry) in 1997 and 1998 does not erase a history of limited African
American participation. The PGA has taken steps to address this situation in

recent years.

Another criticism is the suggestion by some that golf is not a sport, but a
mere game, because it does not require extraordinary strength, speed, or
agility. Golf is obviously a sport and does require various physical skills
including strength, hand-eye coordination, agility, and the ability to judge
distances. Perhaps what makes golf unique as a sport is the need to use
these different skills in sequence as one drives, plays fairway irons, and

then putts from hole to hole over the course. Driving requires strength, iron

profile /'proufail/ n. 1. biographical sketch Ay segregation involving political and economic and

4~ 2. an analysis (often in graphical form) legal discrimination against non-whites; the former
representing the extent to which something exhibits official policy in South Africa #¥5%&% & (A7 & 3F B
various characteristics $M; #4k FFARATH R
celebrity /sr'lebrot/ n. a famous person & A, % ik agility /o'dzilotl/ n. the gracefulness of a person or
blackball /blaekbo:l/ v. vote against; refuse to endorse; animal that is quick and nimble #ti%, FX, &
refuse to assent & ZR %, HEF drive /drarv/ v. cause to move rapidly by striking or

apartheid /s'pacthart/ n. a social policy or racial throwing with force %3k, JTiZzk

s
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shots require precision, and putting requires a delicate touch.

Golf has also been singled out as a sport that is damaging to the environment,
both because the environment is altered to create golf courses and because
chemical herbicides and pesticides are used to maintain the courses. Golf has
addressed this criticism by moving to build some courses on land — such as
waste dumps — that is not suitable for human habitation and also by letting
sections of courses that are usually out of play return to their natural states

of growth. Interestingly, golf is free of the major criticisms leveled at other
sports including player and owner greed, player violence, spectator violence,
cheating, gambling excesses, and illegal drug use. Quite to the contrary,
professional golfers are held up as role models who work hard, play fair,
compete with themselves, help their fellow players, are polite to fans, and are

humble in both victory and defeat.

727 words

precision /pri'sizon/ n. the quality of being reproducible pesticide /pestisaid/ ». a chemical used to kill pests (as

in amount or performance #4# (&), £# (K) rodents or insects) # & 7|
herbicide /'h3:bisaid/ ». a chemical agent that destroys dump /damp/ n. a piece of land where waste materials

plants or inhibits their growth X3 are dumped 32383
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p Comprehension of the Text

L. Read the following statements carefully and decide whether they are true
or false. If false, give the correct answers.

1. All the obstacles on the grass course must be artificial ones.

2. Both the earliest form of golf and the game as we know it today
originated from Scotland.

3. Golf can be played alone or in a group with one to three other players.

4. Golf holes have five components including teeing area, sand, rough,
putting green, and cup.

5. For various reasons golf becomes more and more popular in the
1990s. However, it has long been criticized such as showing a grave
insensitivity to race relations, being elitist and discriminatory, etc.

6. Professional golfers are held up as role models who work hard, play
fair, compete with themselves, help their fellow players, are polite to
fans, and are humble in both victory and defeat.

II. Questions for discussions
1. Whatis golf?

2. Why has golf been subject to a number of criticisms?

III. Role play

ATV reporter is interviewing a golfer about golf.

» Vocabulary

IV. Word guessing
1. ahazard on a golf course

2. (sports) the act of swinging or striking at a ball with a club

8 unit 1




3. asporting competition in which contestants play a series of games to
decide the winner

4. the part of a golf course bordering the fairway where the grass is not
cut short

5. the quality of being reproducible in amount or performance

6. achemical agent that destroys plants or inhibits their growth

V. Blank filling

1. a : a unit of area (4840 square yards) used in English-
speaking countries

2. t : the starting place for each hole on a golf course

3. f : the closely mown area between the tee and green

4. b : vote against

5.d : cause to move rapidly by striking or throwing with force

6. p : a chemical used to Kill pests (as rodents or insects)

» Translation

VI. Translate the following passage into Chinese.

As a competitive event, twice the sport has been on the modern Olympic
program. In 1900, golf made its Olympic debut at the second modern
games in Paris. On October 2, twelve gentlemen gathered to play 36 holes
of golf at Compiegne, about 30 miles north of Paris. Though only a few of
them may have realized it at the time, they were the participants in the
first Olympic golf tournament. In fact, there were two golf events then —
one for gentlemen and one for ladies. The next day, October 3, the ladies’
event took place and nine holes of golf were played. The games were
won by Charles Sands of the St. Andrews Golf Club for gentlemen and
Margaret Abbott of the Chicago Golf Club for ladies respectively. Golf was
played again at the 1904 St. Louis Games with George Lyon as Olympic
champion.

unit 1 9



