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Introduction

R D Blackmore
Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son of a
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
Is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book.

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor health forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully. His first novel, Clara
Voughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864.

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It was
not a great success when It first came out in three volumes.
Some people liked the-way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear. They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and so more people read it. It
became a classic, although neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television.

It was partly an accident that the novel became a “best-
seller”. A young ber of the which had prod




CHAPTER 1

The Doones

YRE READING

There were three people in the carriage. Who were they?
What had happened to Joh Ridd's father?

Who were Annic and Lizzie?

Why did John teach himself to use a gun? (Because. )

My name is John Ridd. My home is in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years. | went to school in Tiverton. | learnt a little at school,
but | left school early.

This is how | left school on the twenty-ninth of November, 1673.

We came out of school at five o’clock. A long line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because
it was said that Tom Faggus was near and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin. He was well known as a high-
wayman.

We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?” he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.

1 went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John?“ | asked, “School doesn’t end until next month.
There is a month more of school.”
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Language Points to Remember

1. Just then a man with horses came round the corne
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2. We left Tiverton early in the morning.
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Questions on the Whole Story

These are harder Read the and think
hard about the questions before you answer them. Some of
them ask for your opinion, and there is no fixed answer.

1 Can you give the name of
a the hero of the story?
b the heroine?
¢ the hero’s worst enemy?
d Winnie’s owner?
e the most powerful judge in England?
2 Can you give three examples of John Ridd's skill as a wrestler
and fighter?
3 Answer these questions about Lorna Doone:
a What was her real name?
b Who was her father?
¢ Where did her mother come from?
d What happened to her mother at Watchet?
e Who was her guardian in London?
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Black Beauty



I BLACK BEAUTY

Introduction

The book Black Beauty came to the bookshops in 1877. Nobody
knew much about the writer, Anna Sewell. It was the only book
she wrote. She was 57 years old, and was often ill. An accident
as a child had left her unable to walk without help. She died in
1878, and never saw the great success of her book.

She wrote the book because she loved animals. Most of all, she
loved horses. It hurt her to see anybody being unkind to a horse.

In Anna Sewell’s time there were no cars, no motor buses
and no motor vans or trucks. There were railway trains between
towns, but in town or in the country you walked, or used
the horse. The horse carried you as a rider, or pulled you in a
carriage or horse bus or horse tram (street car). Horses pulled
the carts and vans that carried heavy and light loads. They
brought the coal, milk, bread and other things to your house.
Some very heavy loads were pulled by horses along the rivers
and canals.

So there were very many thousands of horses at work in
Europe, America, and other parts of the world. Some of those
horses had good owners, drivers and riders who thought about

their horses and were kind to them. Black Beauty in this book
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I BLACK BEAUTY

describes some of the different people at a horse market:

“The richer people went away as soon as they saw
the marks on my legs. Others walked round me, pulled
my mouth open, looked at my eyes, ran their hands over
my legs, made me walk and trot. Some of them did these
things with a hard hand: for them | was just a working
beast. Others spoke to me, touched me with kind hands,
patted me.”

Black Beauty was lucky to be bought by one of the people
with kind hands, Jerry Barker. But there are many kinds of
people in the world, and some with hard hands and hard hearts
were very unkind to their “working beasts”.

It was because of the bad treatment of animals that Anna
Sewell wrote her book. Even the people who were naturally
kind did not always remember that their horses were living
creatures which could be happy or unhappy.

She was brave to make her book “the autobiography of
a horse”, with Black Beauty telling the story as “/” (me, my
etc.). It is true that at the time readers were very interested in
autobiographies. But an imaginary autobiography of a horse
was quite a different thing. But people loved the book, and
many of them were kinder to horses because of it.
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