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Abstract

In the 20" century, there are generally four paradigms or approaches in
the study of Ming-Qing scholarship and thoughts: (1) Liang qichao and Hu
Shi suggested that Ming-Qing scholarship and thoughts were the counterpart
of the modern Renaissance in Europe. (2) On the stance of Marxist historical
materialism, Hou Wailu and Xiao Jiefu proposed a theory of “early enlighten-
ment in Ming-Qing China”.  (3) Contemporary Confucians, such as Xiong
Shili and Feng Youlan, construed Ming-Qing scholarship and thoughts as a
later stage of Song-Ming Neo-Confucianism. (4) Other Confucians, such as
Qian Mu and Yu Yingshi believed that Ming-Qing scholarship and thoughts
followed the “same intrinsic logic” of Song-Ming Neo-Confucianism (a deriva-
tion from the same inner logic).

While these four paradigms reflect the rich varieties of the past scholar-
ship on Ming-Qing thoughts. they also cause confusion or difficulties. As a
solution of the problem, this book summarizes the rationale behind each of the
four approaches, analyzes their achievements while utilizing some of the im-
portant new developments in overseeing sinology. In the spirit of Western
philosophical methodology, this book focuses on Qianjia scholarship and
thoughts. taking Dai Zhen as its representative.

The book thoroughly examines the nature, characteristics, philosophical
methodology of Qianjia school, as well as its impact on modern Chinese schol-
arship and thoughts. The major conclusion is that the metaphysics in Qianjia

school was a “Dao Theory”, and its main methodology is “humanistic positiv-



ism”. Qianjia scholars’ research on general linguistics. history of institution,
as well as history of Chinese science and technology, provided new knowledge
of Humanity to the Qianjia period, opening up a new vision of knowledge and
thoughts for the intellectual environment,

The Qianjia scholars. lead by Dai Zhen. carried on the new humanistic
thoughts of later Ming as its philosophical guideline, and promoted the para-
digm shift of Chinese scholarship and thoughts in the field of scholarly re-
search. Thus Qianjia scholarship can be considered as a continuation and
deepening of Ming-Qing early Enlightenment. The paradigm shift of Qianjia
scholarship and thoughts is not just a product of political repression, but also
an embodiment of the inner need of Chinese traditional scholarship toward its
modern form. The transition of early modern Chinese scholarship and
thoughts was stimulated both by the introduction of Western scholarship and
thoughts, and by Qianjia scholarship, which can be clearly seen in Song Shu,
Zhang Taiyan, Wang G-uowei, Liang Qichao, Hu Shi, GuJiegang, Fu Sinian,
and Wang Li.

Gong Zizhen was one of the central ligures in the transition from Qianjia
to modern scholarship and thoughts. In the realm of scholarship and
thoughts, China thus has its own sprouts of modernization. Of critical impor-
tance in building up a modern Chinese culture in full flowering and diversity is
to respect our own indigenous cultural and intellectual tradition that is akin to
modernity, and to incorporating widely all reasonable contents from other cul-

tures.
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