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Life of Kuan-yin-tzu

KPP
Life of Kuan-yin-tzu

FHE, EFHEKITH.
Yinxi was born in the
Spring and Autumn
Period.

<

HREIKA, FAN, SXIaEE.
A native of Tianshui of present-day
Gansu Province, he is also known as
Gongwen and “Master of Wenshi”.
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FEBMNFNEE,

wEmiE, BEWKX.

Since his childhood, he had read
ancient books extensively and
developed a good knowledge of the
calendar and astronomy.

fthERERE, REET, IHENR.

He often inhaled the finest essence of Nature, cultivated
himself in reclusion
and learned astrology.

AEANRIE
BEEFUIARE
He was capable of
seeing the past and
telling the future.

[ERTEERRERE
[TFBEXRK.

Later he served as senior
official under King Kang
of Chu in the Zhou
Dynasty.

BRE=+=5F,
FETMHK FELEAEL.
In 549 BC, he foresaw a
sweeping upheaval.

TFTRERELAK,
BERAXD.

So he quitted and
requested to be Magis-
trate of Hangu Pass.

HIEREFIVET DN, &
MEIE,

He continued to immerse
himself in self-cultivation
when he served as Magistrate.

FEtbfE AFRIE

XORE, y
BIRAXFS

Therefore, he has been

dubbed as Yinxi the Pass -
Magistrate and venerated K
as Kuan-yin-tzu.




EFIREN, BRIREEHER,
FHRAB X

In his late age, seeing that the Zhou court was
declining, Lao-tzu left Luoyang and wished to
travel further west of Hangu Pass.

BB,

BRETERAFN
EEEREAR,
Iam Pass Magis- E
trate Kuan-yin and F2
love the Tao. kS

FERERE, BEENRELRA,

IR IEIET?

Sir, you are about to take to the reclusive
life. Can you write something on which [
can base my self-cultivation?

WFIE, HIMET—=
BcAvERIE,
Okay, I will leave some
of my thoughts.

EFATEB T AU E,
BAMEXFWR, BFERA
BXRET—RIE, 2E8
CHIBE, FRESR.
Lao-tzu, who had not thought
of leaving anything written,
was convinced by Kuan-yin. He
stayed for some time at Hangu
Pass, beginning to put his ideas
into writing.
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BZR. XTHY
&FE, BETE-
In Tao the only motion is
returning;
The only useful quality,
weakness.
For though all creatures under
heaven are the products of
Being,
Being
is the /{

Not-being.

itself
product of

W) mmeza; BE|

BE—,
—<E=,
—fE=,
=%HW.
Tao gave birth to the One;
The One gave birth succes-
sively to two things,

three things, up to ten
thousand.

a

=SS

N

EOHE, FEE. B8, FE
&, Io’, Xithzie; B8R, B
Wz,

The Way that can be told of is not
an Unvarying Way;

The names that can be named are
not unvarying names.

It was from the Nameless that
Heaven and Earth sprang;

The named is but the mother that
rears the ten thousand
creatures, each after its

A

A : L KR, UBR!mASs; £
e AR, LEHIEH,
R Heaven and Earth are ruthless;

To them the Ten Thousand things

are but as straw
dogs.

The Saint is
ruthless too;

To him the people
are but as straw

xzi8, FMmAE;

EAZE, AMFF.

For heaven’s way is to sharpen
without cutting;

And the Saint’s way is to act without
striving.




BEETEIF (1BEE)
XA, A ETRRE
N—F, HBERTFZE.
Lao-tzu eventually wrote a book titled Tao
Te Ching, consisting of a total of over 5,000
characters under 2 sections and 81 chapters.

ZEFEFUE, SMEXET,
ML B AFIEMDEY T % .
After he finished the book,
Lao-tzu went out of the pass
and left. No one knew his
whereabouts ever since.

EFETZRE, XRERBAE, —
HZEEE, —mEEEFEE.
After Lao-tzu left, Kuan-yin abstained
himself from earthly affairs. While he
sorted the master’s writings, he also
cultivated himself.

REBE FFRIZHVEIE, ¥B
(CESEH

Following Lao-tzu's
teachings, he attained the
Ultimate Tao via intensive

=¥, TEHY, SH—ihEREH
(XFF) B, EHERNELBE.
Three years later, he developed a thorough
knowledge of the essence and wrote a Taoist
classic titled Kuan-yin-tzu. Consisting of
nine chapters, it preaches the essentials of
Taoism.




B WP RS

BFXFFHEIAEEA, FURBEHEIEL (X
PRELER ),

As Kuan-yin-tzu is dubbed Enlightened One of Literary
Origin (Wen-shi Zhen-ren), his book is titled The True
Classic of Literary Origin (Wen-shi Zhen-jing).

)

XIRBP X BAZ 1A
‘Wen-shi means “literary
origin” or “origin of
civilisation”!

TETETEAE L B

EAXFFEREFAIHIE,

KREZ, EXKE. BHR,
FRAENBHESER.

Because Kuan-yin-tzu took Lao-tzu’s teach-
ings, he developed his wisdom, cultivated
himself and attained enlightenment, which
represents none other than the highest level
of human civilization.

AR (BEE)

B, BEFH A '
TERBYIRIARAS .
In Wen-shi Zhen-jing,

Kuan-yin-tzu sees

the One, a concept
proposed by Lao-tzu, as
the origin of all things.

lag)

LIRSS T TN .
He holds that being soft,

weak and humble should 3
be the code of conduct.

RLERER
STHF0ERL .

The mind should be
empty and calm so that
man can be in harmony -
with all things. ‘




IR SR, BEHEFS;
WETRZY, THAT.

One should adapt himself to
nature and channel action
according to circumstances;
be calm and not eccentric and
refrain from being ahead of
others.

E \‘l'nL 1@%7]951@[55@5\@11*% / %iI\ Eﬁ\ @'Jio
[T LT, BE. ¥, 4 male and female
ﬁ B ‘ He believes that the relationships mosi tveandns atfve
==I| | between Heaven and Earth, yin and Elar d and soft B
yang are analogous to those X ]
+ between high and

,:/
27 below, monarch
and subjects, g

4/ father and son ... S

7

BFRFRHIAR. X
+. &. K&,
TILAZELLER . .
. B, 5. ‘
The Five Elements i.e. Wood, }
Fire, Earth, Metal and Water

\ Spirit (Shen), L7
e &  Thought (Yi), Vigour (Po) and Essence
= ing).
7TEIZ. XA B &
Conduct may be benevolent,
ﬁ i righteous, courteous, wise or

%ﬁr 3 trustworthy.
SE

KEM. #OR B &
It may be windy, hot, humid,
dry or cold.

BEE. & 2. & B
Emotions may include joy,

anger, sadness, merriness and
thoughtfulness.
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BZHBPIAS, FRETLARZEL

RE. W5, ®H. £

These are arrayed to form hatred and
gratefulness, receiving and giving, advice
and edification, sparing and killing.

MEFEETF L,
BETRELETE.

Things born in Earth eventually change
into Earth; things born in Thought
eventually change into Thought.

. 5. .

BERH. BRI, B
Heart, Qi, Form, yin and
yang, success and failure,
diminishing and growth.

BEfNt+2—1D
FMHIPLD.

So Thought and Earth
are at the centre of all
things.

Bk, RITEERZ.
H¥xH, HELRE.

Essence and Spirit are like Water
and Fire. The Five Elements are in
a relationship of mutual promotion
and restraint. They have neither
head nor tail.

\\_'.\:‘

hfTziz, AEER,

EzEt, BEeaE,
EEHR, BREHE.
h¥E, EFRFE.

In the cycle of the Five Elements, Essence is conducive
to Soul; Soul to Spirit; Spirit to Thought; Thought

to Vigour; and Vigour to Essence. The five are in an
incessant cycle. ek
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W ARIRRI S
Ancient Philosophers
s On Kuan-yin-tzu

=%

(FEF - #4%% « XT) iR:

(P SZHMIGBEARLUTH T HRIE
JokER, LABRB AR oHEED,
LIRERARE

“Tian Xia" , Miscellaneous Passages,
Chuang Tzu says,

The philosophy of Kuan-yin-tzu and
Lao Dan (Lao-tzu) sees the shapeless,
active Tao as subtle; the shaped, active
things as coarse;
and accumula-
tion as short.

&R E
Stiat

To coexist
nonchalantly

alone with
gods ... 2

XEHREANREZ —.
... is one of the secrets of the
ancient art of the Tao.




