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Zhuangzi

n the Christian Bible, angels with
Iwings on their shoulders act as God’s
assistants; the Chinese often picture such
romantic imagery as a kind of butterfly, a
kind of beautiful insect.

One day more than 2,300 years ago, a
young man named Zhuang Zhou dreamed
of a butterfly. In the dream, he travelled in
a leisurely manner and in the end confused
his own identity with that of the butterfly,
so much so that when he woke he thought
he was still the butterfly. “Zhuang Zhou
Dreaming of a Butterfly” is the earliest
story involving humans and butterflies in
China.

Perhaps it was this dream that activated

a new philosophical direction - a
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Angel in The Sistine Madonna by Rattaello Sanzio.

transcendence of the secular world which
added invisible wings to imagination, so as
to make it “fly” higher and wider. Since that
time, another high point was reached in the
history of Chinese philosophy and thought.
That high point was the life and work
of Zhuangzi, a giant of Taoism who
followed Lao Tzu. Just as Confucianism
is inseparable from the doctrines of

Confucius and Mencius, so too Lao Tzu
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Zhuangzi

Zhuang Zhou's Dreaming of Becoming a Buuterfly.
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and Zhuangzi embody the very essence of
Taoism in China. If Lao Tzu is the founder
and ultimate source of Taoism, Zhuangzi is
a key thinker who carried forward a local
philosophy of religion, and formed a unique
and powerful system of thought, which
retains its considerable power today in the

modern world,



