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Butterflies are lovely and beautiful creatures, and we are able to come in contact
with them in our daily life. Moreover, they are considered indices to assess the health
conditions of nature and listed at the top of the Red Data Lists as one of the most
important groups. Although there are tremendous number of amateur butterfly lovers
and researchers, professional researchers of the group are scarce. Dr. Yu-Feng Hsu is
one of such experts. We have been known of with each other for more than a decade,
and | have been astonished by his achievement and progress in Lepidopterology. Now
he is going to publish a new book on Taiwanese butterflies. Dr. Hsu already published
several books including those of butterfly life histories, but this probably is the first book
of his as an identification tool for Taiwanese butterflies. | was really surprised to see a
part of proofs sent by him. All the specimens are in perfect condition, and the print is
extremely beautiful. Drawings and figures used in general parts are precisely prepared.
He is a systematist in the first place, and, therefore, scientific names and morphological
descriptions are accurate. In addition, distributions and life histories are brief but
thoroughly compiled. Wing length, flight season, and habitat elevation are illustrated so
that students and general naturalists can understand them easily. | strongly recommend
that not only the general butterfly lovers who need the identification tool but also expert
researchers who want to update the information on Taiwanese butterflies should have
this book nearby.

Osamu Yata Professor Emeritus, Kyushu University and Ex- %’ Vo lﬂi
president, Butterfly Society of Japan (Teinopalpus)
English translation by Dr. Hideyuki Chiba (Bishop Museum, Honolulu, Hawaii)
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