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Geography, Climate and People

Q Section 1 Geography

1. Geographical Features

The total area of the United Kingdom is approximately 243, 610 square kilometers (94, 060
sq mi). The country occupies the major part of the British Isles archipelago and includes the
island of Great Britain, the north-eastern one-sixth of the island of Ireland and some smaller
surrounding islands. It lies between the North Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea with the
south-east coast coming within 35 kilometers (22 mi) of the coast of northern France, from
which it is separated by the English Channel. As of 1993, 10% of the UK was forested, 46% used
for pastures and 25% used for agriculture. The Royal Greenwich Observatory in London is the
defining point of the Prime Meridian.

Scotland accounts for just under a third of the total area of the UK, covering 78,772 square
kilometers (30, 410 sq mi) and including nearly eight hundred islands, predominantly west and
north of the mainland; notably the Hebrides, Orkney Islands and Shetland Islands. The topography
of Scotland is distinguished by the Highland Boundary Faul—a geological rock fracture—which
traverses Scotland from Arran in the west to Stonehaven in the east. The fggi[t_line separates two
distinctively different regions namely the Highlands to the north and west, and the lowlands to the
south and east. The more rugged Highland region contains the majority of Scotland’s mountainous
land, including Ben Nevis which at 1, 343 meters (4, 406 ft) is the highest point in the British Isles.
Lowland areas, especially the narrow waist of land between the Firth of Clyde and the Firth of Forth
known as the Central Belt, are flatter and home to most of the population including Glasgow,
Scotland’s largest city, and Edinburgh, its capital and political centre. -

Wales accounts for less than a tenth of the total area of the UK, covering 20, 779 square

iccounts Tor,
kilometers (8,020 sq mi). Wales is mostly mountainous, though South Wales is less
mountainous than North and mid Wales. The main population and industrial areas are in South
Wales, consisting of the coastal cities of Cardiff, Swansea and Newport, and the South Wales
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Valleys to their north. The highest mountains in Wales are in Snowdonia and include Snowdon
(Welsh: Yr Wyddfa) which, at 1, 085 meters (3, 560 ft), is the highest peak in Wales. The 14, or
possibly 15, Welsh mountains over 914 meters (3,000 ft) high are known collectively as the
Welsh 3000s. Wales has over 1,200 km (750 miles) of coastline. There are several islands off
the Welsh mainland, the largest of which is Anglesey (Ynys Mon) in the northwest.

Northern Ireland accounts for just 14, 160 quére kilometers (5, 470 sq mi) and is mostly
hilly. It includes Lough Neagh which, at 388 square kilometers (150 sq mi), is the largest lake in
the British Isles by area. The highest peak in Northern Ireland is Slieve Donard in the Mourne
Mountains at 852 meters (2, 795 ft).

The United Kingdom lies between latitudes 49° to 61°, and longitudes 9° W to 2° E.
Northern Ireland shares a 360-kilometre (224 mi) land boundary with the Republic of Ireland.
The coastline of Great Britain is 17,820 kilometers (11,073 mi) long. It is connected to
continental Europe by the Channel Tunnel, which at 50 kilometers (31 mi) [38 kilometers (24
mi) underwater] is the longest underwater tunnel in the world.

England accounts for just over half of the total area of the UK, covering 130, 395 square
kilometers (50, 350 sq mi). Most of the country consists of lowland terrain, with mountainous
terrain north-west of the Tees-Exe line; including the Cumbrian Mountains of the Lake District,
the Pennines and limestone hills of the Peak District, Exmoor and Dartmoor. The main rivers
and estuaries are the Thames, Severn and the Humber. England’s highest mountain is Scafell
Pike [978 meters (3, 209 ft)] in the Lake District. Its principal rivers are the Severn, Thames,
Humber, Tees, Tyne, Tweed, Avon, Exe and Mersey.

The United Kingdom has sovereignty over seventeen territories which do not form part of
the United Kingdom itself: 14 British Overseas Territories and three Crown Dependencies.

The fourteen British Overseas Territories are: Anguilla, Bermuda, the British Antarctic
Territory, the British Indian Ocean Territory, the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman Islands, the
Falkland Islands, Gibraltar, Montserrat, Saint Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha, the Turks
and Caicos Islands, the Pitcairn Islands, South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands, and the
Sovereign Base Areas on Cyprus. British claims in Antarctica are not universally recognized.
Collectively Britain’s overseas territories encompass an approximate land area of 667,018
square miles (1, 727, 570km”) and a population of approximately 260, 000 people. They are the
remnants of the British Empire and several have specifically voted to remain British territories.

The Crown Dependencies are British possessions of the Crown, as opposed to overseas
territories of the UK. They comprise the Channel Island Bailiwicks of Jersey and Guernsey in the
English Channel and the Isle of Man in the Irish Sea. Being independently administered
jurisdictions they do not form part of the United Kingdom or of the European Union, although the
UK government manages their foreign affairs and defense and the UK Parliament has the authority
to legislate on their behalf. The power to pass legislation affecting the islands ultimately rests with
their own respective legislative assemblies, with the assent of the Crown (Privy Council or, in the
case of the Isle of Man, in certain circumstances the Lieutenant-Governor). Since 2005 each
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Crown dependency has had a Chief Minister as its head of government.

The British Overseas Territories are fourteen territories of the United Kingdom which,
although they do not form part of the United Kingdom itself, fall under its jurisdiction. They are
remnants of the British Empire that have not acquired independence or have voted to remain
British territories. The name “British Overseas Territory” was introduced by the British
Overseas Territories Act 2002, and replaced the name British Dependent Territory, which was
introduced by the British Nationality Act 1981. Before 1981, the territories were known as
Crown colonies.

Apart from the British Antarctic Territory, which has no permanent inhabitants and the
Sovereign Base Areas on Cyprus and the British Indian Ocean Territor, which are military bases,
the overseas territories all have permanent populations. Collectively they encompass an
approximate land area of 667,018 square miles (1,727,570km’) and a population of
approximately 260, 000 people. The British Antarctic Territory is part of a mutual recognition
agreement with four other sovereign nations and their Antarctic territories. The UK is a
participant in the Antarctic Treaty System. The territories of Jersey, and Guernsey, and the Isle of
Man, though also under the sovereignty of the British Crown, have a different constitutional
relationship with the United Kingdom, and are classed as Crown Dependencies. The British
Overseas Territories and Crown Dependencies are distinct from the Commonwealth of Nations,
a voluntary association of countries which mostly have historic links to the British Empire.

2. Rivers and Mountains

The main rivers in Great Britain run from north to south, keeping well to the west to the
basin of the River Severn, the longest river in the UK. Westward flowing streams reach the
Atlantic in relatively short distances. The Clyde in Scotland, the Eden and the Mersey in
Northwest England, and the Welsh Dee and Teifi are the only significant rivers. The drainage
that flows into the Severn estuary covers a large area in central and eastern Wales and the
greater part of seven English countries. Thereafter, the Bristol Avon and the Parret catchments
take the water parting somewhat to the east, but subsequently, with the exception of the
TawTorridge valleys, it runs very close to the west coast in Devon and Cornwall.

The rivers flowing east are longer, several coalescing into wide estuaries. The fast-flowing
Spey, Don, Tay, Forth, and Tweed of eastern Scotland run generally across impermeable rocks,
and their discharges increase rapidly after rain. From the northern Pennies, the Tyne, Wear, and
Tees flow independently to the North Sea, but significant estuary groupings occur. A number of
rivers drain into the Humber, including, after it leaves the Pennines, the important Trent. To the
south, another group of rivers enter the Wash after sluggishly draining a large flat countryside.
The big drainage complex of the Thames dominates the south and the east of England. The
source of the Thames is in the Cotswolds and, after being joined by many tributaries as it flows
over the Oxford Clay, the mainstream breaches the chalk escarpment. A number of tributaries
add their charges farther downstream, and the total drainage converging on the Thames Estuary
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exceeds 4,000 square miles. The rivers flowing into the English Channel are mainly short, as are
those in Northern Ireland, with the exception of the Erne, the Foyle, and the Bann.

The chief mountain ranges are the Pennies in the middle, the Cambrians in the west and the
Grampians in the North of Great Britain. Besides, there are some small mountains such as
Mountains of Antrim, Mourne Mountains and Sperrin Mountains in the Northern Ireland. Ben
Nevis (1,343 meters in Scotland) is the highest mountain in the UK. Scafell Pike (978 meters) is
the highest mountain in England and Snowdon (1,085 meters) is the highest in Wales, but the
second highest mountain in the Uk is Ben Macdhui (1,311 meters) in Cairngorm Mountains of
the Grampians, Scotland.

,k Notes

1. The English Channel, often referred to simply as the Channel, is an arm of the Atlantic Ocean
that separates Great Britain from northern France, and joins the North Sea to the Atlantic. It is
about 560 km (350 mi) long and varies in width from 240 km (150 mi) at its widest, to only 34
km (21 mi) in the Strait of Dover. It is the smallest of the shallow seas around the continental
shelf of Europe, covering an area of some 75, 000 km? (29, 000 sq mi).

2. The Republic of Ireland, described as Ireland, is a state in Europe occupying approximately
five-sixths of the island of Ireland, which was partitioned in 1921. It shares its only land border
with Northern Ireland, a part of the United Kingdom on the north-east of the island. The state is
otherwise surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean, with the Celtic Sea to the south, St George’s Channel
to the south east, the Irish Sea to the east.

3. The Channel Tunnel, (also referred to as the Chunnel) is a 50.5-kilometre (31.4 mi) undersea rail
tunnel linking Folkestone, Kent in England with Coquelles, Pas-de-Calais near Calais in northern
France beneath the English Channel at the Strait of Dover. At its lowest point, it is 75 meters (250
ft) deep. At 37.9 kilometers (23.5 mi), the Channel Tunnel possesses the longest undersea portion
of any tunnel in the world, although the Seikan Tunnel in Japan is both longer overall at 53.85
kilometers (33.46 mi), and deeper at 240 meters (790 ft) below sea level.

4. The Lake District, also commonly known as the Lakes or Lakeland, is a mountainous region in
North West England. A popular holiday destination, it is famous for its lakes and its mountains (or
fells), and its associations with the early 19th century poetry and writings of William Wordsworth
and the Lake Poets. The central, and most visited, part of the area is called the Lake District
National Park which was designated as a National Park in 1951. It is the largest of thirteen
National Parks in England and Wales, and second largest in the UK (after the Cairngorms).

5. The River Thames is a major river flowing through southern England. While it is best known because
its lower reaches flow through central London, the river flows alongside several other towns and cities,
including Oxford, Reading, Henley-on-Thames, Windsor, Kingston upon Thames and Richmond.

6. The Commonwealth of Nations, normally referred to as the Commonwealth and formerly
known as the British Commonwealth, is an intergovernmental organization of fifty-four
independent member states. All but two (Mozambique and Rwanda) of these countries were
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formerly part of the British Empire, out of which it developed. The member states cooperate
within a framework of common values and goals as outlined in the Singapore Declaration. These
include the promotion of democracy, human rights, good governance, the rule of law, individual
liberty, egalitarianism, free trade, multilateralism, and world peace. The Commonwealth is not a
political union, but an intergovernmental organization through which countries with diverse social,
political, and economic backgrounds are regarded as equal in status.

S Exercises

I

III.

Vocabulary
Fill in the blanks with the most suitable words. Change the form when necessary.

approximately pasture rug - -~ assembly sovereignty
encompass remnant comprise jurisdiction voluntary

Although the enemy the city, the citizens fought back bravely.
A thick, woolen covers the floor behind the desk.

The former president addressed a large .

The medical team five doctors and two nurses.

The time is ten o’clock.

Even today of this practice remain.

Its neighboring country demanded over the island.

The UN court has no over non-members.

. Mr. Smith did a lot of work for a organization.

10. Sheep are grazing in the lush green

R R

Translate the following phrases or expressions into English.

fEAE, HLEA

KB #IMA
EEIEEH

Comprehension of the text
Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F) according to the passage.
1. The United Kingdom occupies the major part of the British Isles archipelago and includes the
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island of Great Britain, the north-eastern two-sixth of the island of Ireland and some smaller

surrounding islands. ( )
2. The topography of Scotland is distinguished by the Highland Boundary Faul, which traverses
Scotland from Arran in the west to Stonehaven in the east. ( )

3. Glasgow is the capital and political centre of Scotland and Edinburgh is its largest city. ( )
4. Wales is mostly mountainous, though South Wales is less mountainous than North and mid

Wales.
¢ )
5. Lough Neagh is the largest lake in the British Isles by area and the highest peak in Northern
Ireland is Slieve Donard. ( )

6. England occupies over half of the total area of the UK, covering 130, 395 square kilometers.(
7. The United Kingdom has sovereignty over seventeen territories which do not form part of the
United Kingdom itself: three British Overseas Territories and fourteen Crown Dependencies.

« )
8. The Crown Dependencies are British possessions of the Crown, same as overseas territories
of the UK. C )

9. Being independently administered jurisdictions they do not form part of the United Kingdom
or of the European Union, although the UK government manages their foreign affairs and
defense and the UK Parliament has the authority to legislate on their behalf. ( )

10. The territories of Jersey, and Guernsey, and the Isle of Man, though also under the
sovereignty of the British Crown, have the same constitutional relationship with the United
Kingdom, and are classed as Crown Dependencies. ( )

@ Section 2 Climate

The United Kingdom straddles the geographic mid-latitudes between 50°N—60° N from the

equator. It is also positioned on the western seaboard of Eurasia, the world’s largest landmass.
~ These boundary conditions allow convergence between moist maritime air and dry continental
air. In this area, the large temperature variation creates instability and this is a major factor that
influences the often unsettled weather the country experiences, where many types of weather
can be experienced in a single day.

Regional climates in the United Kingdom are influenced by the Atlantic Ocean and latitude.
Northern Ireland, Wales and western parts of England and Scotland, being closest to the Atlantic,
are generally the mildest, wettest and windiest regions of the UK, and temperature ranges here
are seldom extreme. Eastern areas are drier, cooler, and less windy, and also experience the
greatest daily and seasonal temperature variations. Northern areas are generally cooler, wetter
and have a slight bigger temperature range than southern areas. Though the UK is mostly under
the influence of the maritime tropical air mass from the south-west, different regions are more
susceptible than others when different air masses affect the country: Northern Ireland and the



