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“Genuine tragedies in the world are not conflicts between

”

right and wrong. They are conflicts between two rights.

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel
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Preface

Traditionally, the policing function has been a core competency of nation - states
enforcing laws and investigating crimes within their national borders. However,
challenged by international changes associated with the globalization of societies,
several nation — states are attempting to shape a global governance system aimed at
increasing their control or influence on priorities of other states. Often, this influence
is limited by the sovereignty principle, which certainly includes the police and justice
arena. More precisely, this global governance system directs police and justice
relationships that extend beyond national borders—without sovereign authority—for
example, by influencing or forcing other states to comply and adopt similar policies,
standards, and practices. This system is often referred by scholars as global policing
or transnational policing.

In that context, police cooperation refers to the interaction in which two or more
police entities ( private and public agencies) act together in intentionally or non —
intentionally. Usually police cooperation gives the opportunity to pool financial,
human, and material resources to reach goals that cannot be reached unilaterally. In
essence, effective police cooperation addresses inter — agency competition and
investigation overlap. In reality, collaboration between law enforcement agencies is
plagued by competing agendas, limited resources, and nationalistic/discretionary
information sharing. Furthermore, strong national agencies tend to asymmetrically
influence operational decisions without regard to the sovereignty principle. Indeed,
national political preoccupations dictate police cooperation in terms of dynamics,
management models, and structures. Inevitably, cultural and social norms as well as
individual experiences impact Inter — jurisdictional practices.

With this in mind, new global actors such as China actively seek to expand their
collaboration with other countries in order to address transnational threats that
undermine economic growth and political stability. In the past decade, China did

make tremendous progress in increasing the number of bilateral and multilateral



treaties requiring the deployment of police officers abroad. China is now entering in a
new era of open collaboration with other countries in which enforcement of law and the
protection of national security will be achieved through the cooperation with foreign
national agencies. There are still several cultural and legal obstacles to overcome as it
relate to the investigation of particular forms of crimes but China did certainly establish
strong international collaborations with countries like Canada in regards of studying
international security issues and training police forces. As author and contributors, we
hope the content of this book will be useful in educating Chinese students and police
professionals on critical issues pertaining to the field of international police
cooperation.

This book regroups original research conducted by established academics and
rising researchers who study the most recent trends. More specifically, this book
examines opportunities and initiatives undertaken by agencies (practices and processes
introduced) and those resulting from external legal, political, and economical
rationalities. By using an extended and recent empirical corpus, contributors explore
emerging initiatives and new challenges in several contexts at both national and
international levels. Authors adopt a diversity of approaches and theoretical
frameworks to reach a broader understanding of current and future issues in police
cooperation. Forms of police cooperation and trends in crime control are examined in
relation with concepts drawn from the following disciplines: criminology, ethics,
organizational science, political science, and sociology.

More precisely, the book addresses issues such as the ability of police
organizations to achieve inter jurisdictional and international investigations through
diverse and sometime competitive institutional, legal, and political priorities. Also,
the book explores the fact that police cooperation offers not only new structures for
fighting crime, but also innovative practices to know, watch, and arrest criminals and
new policing ethics regarding crime labeling asking the question “to what extent,
then, does it participate to the creation of new security problems”? The book
scrutinizes how practices in police cooperation are being identified, published, and
implemented through various forms of policies and structures or systems. Finally, the
several chapters demonstrate how initiatives and obstacles in police cooperation are
much more difficult to conceptualize that it may appear. In the international or trans —
jurisdictional environment, police work is shaped by legal constraints and sovereignty

issues forcing police officers to find new opportunities to cooperate.
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This book targets general public, government and administrative employees, law
enforcement leaders, and graduate students. The book addresses the complexity of the
world in which police cooperation occurs and as such would be a useful reading for
high - level public sector administrators. It will also show some of the wanted and
unwanted consequences of policies, laws and regulatory frameworks on police. The
book offers theoretical frameworks as well as applied case studies and new ways of
thinking about contemporary issues regarding policing, inter organizational relations,
transnational security concerns, crime control and polices. The approaches are
criminological, ethical, legal, political, social and to some extent it will also inform
the field of organizational science.

There are very few good books addressing specific issues of police cooperation
and most notably on their impact on crime control, organizational culture and
practices, occupational ethics, governance of national institution and sovereignty.
Though, some of our individual chapters also cover particular applications of police
cooperation. In sum, the book integrates the international findings, provide
comparative perspective and propose some theoretical foundations to think about police
cooperation. The book has a focus on innovative practices and contemporary
challenges based on a diversity of police cooper in various geopolitical contexts
including China.

Finally, we are delighted to see this book being translated in Chinese and pleased
by the quality as well as the hard work accomplished by the translators. We would like
also to extend our immense appreciation to the representatives of the People’ s Public
Security University of China (PPSUC) and especially to Dr. Zeng Fanjing, Associate
Professor at the Academy of International Policing & Law Enforcement, PPSUC, for

considering this book and being a driving force in this translation project.

Frederic Lemieux
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