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1.2.3 EiEEREWR
1.2.3.1 Excerpts from the General Prologue of The Canterbury Tales

In April, with the beginning of spring, people of varying social classes come from all
over England to gather at the Tabard Inn, preparing for a pilgrimage to Canterbury to
receive the blessings of St. Thomas a Becket, the English martyr. Chaucer is one of the
pilgrims. That evening, the Host of the Tabard Inn suggests that each merﬁber of the
group tell tales on the way to and from Canterbury in order to make the time pass more
pleasantly. The petson who tells the best story will be awarded an exquisite dinner at the
end of the trip. The Host decides to accompany the party and appoints himself as the
judge of the best tale. .

The Canterbury Tales is more than just a collection of stories. It is a pageant of 14th
century life. Every class variation is represented except the highest and the lowest.
These people act .their parts in a way that reveals their private lives and habits, their
moods and dispositions, and their good and bad qualities. In the General Prologue,
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Chaucer sets up the general structure of the tales and introduces each of the characters.
The General Prologue in essence serves as a guide for the tales, giving some explanations
for the motivation behind each of the tales. The Canterbury Tales begins with the
imagery of spring and regeneration. Then Chaucer veers into some spiritual territory. In
springtime these travelers make a religious ,pilgrimage to Canterbury. He gives relatively
straightforward descriptions of the characters and has some inclination to show their best
qualities. Each pilgrim is described as an exemplar and a number of these pilgrims are
described as “perfect” in some way or another.

Subtle criticism and sly wit are also taken into consideration by Chaucer. The
description of the Prioress is obviously flattering, yet it also bsharply criticizes her foolish
sentimentality and oppressive attention to manners. Although she strives to be polite and
refined, she speaks French with the vulgar rural pronunciation compared to elite Parisian
French. Furthermore, she weeps at the mere sight of a dead mouse. The Wife of Bath is
among the travelers low on the social scale. Chaucer describes her as lewd and
boisterous. Her clothing is ostentatious, meant to attract the attention from others. She
is quite promiscuous — she has been married five times and has an undetermined number
of lovers.

1.2.4 BEFSEER
Excerpts from the General Prologue of The Canterbury Tales
1. What is the “frame device” that Chaucer uses for his collection of stories?

The framework here refers to a narrative which was composed for the purpose of
introducing and connecting a series of tales. In planning The Canterbury Tales, Chaucer
might have got the idea of framing his stories from some previous literary sources,
especially from Boccaccio. Chaucer's work consists of three parts: The General
Prologue; 24 tales, two of which left unfinished; and separate prologues to each tale
with links, comments, quarrels, etc. in between. Chaucer originally planned to have a
group of 30 pilgrims with each to tell two stories on the way to Canterbury and another
two on the way back. So the total stories of the collection would be 120, some 20 stories
more than Boccaccio’s. But Chaucer had actually completed only 22 stories, with two
more existing in fragments.

2! Study lines 1-8 of the “General Prologue”. What seems to be the motives offered for
the pilgrimage? In what ways are the season and the nature images important factors?

In these beginning lines, Chaucer sets the double motivations of the pilgrims in an
ambiguous tone. In spring, the harmonious marriage between heaven and earth mellows
vegetations, pricks fouls and stirs the heart of man with a renewing power of nature. The
pilgrimage is treated as an event in the calendar of nature, an aspect of the general
springtime surge of human energy, which wakens man’s love of Venus ( natural love).
And spring is also the season of Easter and is allegorically regarded as the time of the
redemption through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ with its connotations of religious rebirth
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which wakens man’s love of God (divine love). Therefore, the pilgrimage is also treated
as an event in the calendar of divinity, an aspect of religious piety, which draws pilgrims
to holy places. The structure of this opening passage can be regarded as one from the
whole Western tradition of the celebration of spring to a local event of English society,
from natural forces in their general operation to a specific Christian manifestation. The
transition from nature to divinity is emphasized by contrast between the physical vitality
which conditions the pilgrimage and the spiritual sickness which occasions the
pilgrimage, as well as by parallelism between the renewal power of nature and the
restorative power of super-nature ( divinity).

3. Based on Prioress’s portrait, can you give a possible reason why she is undertaking
this pilgrimage? .

Chaucer describes the Prioress as an example of the basic human paradox, which
places what people are in opposition to what they think they are or pretend to be. By
means of emphasis on all her natural aspects, the portrait of the Prioress does seem to be
a courtly heroine of romance rather than a nun. The implications set up in the whole
portrait seem to be tightly fastened in the final ornament and symbol — the golden
brooch with the motto “Love conquers all” — which has gone into its own double
pilgrimage to the shrine of Venus and that of Christ.

4. What details does the narrator use in describing the Prioress, and in what order?

In describing the Prioress, the narrator focuses on her appearance and the matters
included are her blue eyes, red mouth, the shape of her nose, the width of her forehead,
her ornaments and dress, her table manners, her particular brand of French, her pets
and her tenderness about mice, her name Eglantine, (a sweet wild rose), her simple
way of smiling and coy, etc. And the details are not in good order so as to show a casual
way of observation, thus giving a more realistic impression to the reader.

5. Why does the Wife of Bath go on pilgrimage?

The Wife of Bath is a new social type, an exuberant example of the newly opulent,
ostentatious cloth-making bourgeoisie. As a fully individual, she has rich human value.
Her main profession is matrimony. Her particular art is related to this and she is an
expert in “the old dance” of love. Parallel with her many amorous adventures are her far
pilgrimages. Her motives of going on this pilgrimage are not pure and she is using
pilgrimages as a cover for other activities.

6. How does Chaucer reveal his attitude toward the Wife of Bath?

Chaucer stresses her professional pre-eminence, her conduct in church, her clothes,
her marital status, her travels, her riding outfit, and her sociability. Her costume is
amusingly not quite the height of fashion. In spite of her loud dress and manner, she is
realized as a humanly attractive as well as a dazzling figure, a gay, talkative, formidable,
dominating person. She is first introduced as a wife; and matrimony is her main
profession. With her “heels spurred sharply” and a hat that could double as a shield, she



Bl (e RIBIBAR) 2% ST 168 | Engieh and Amencan Lioratures. - ©

is clearly prepared for the battle. Although Chaucer’s tone is somewhat satirical, it does
not mean that Chaucer is entirely taking a negative attitude towards the Wife of Bath.

1.3 Ru#iE

1.3.1 EiEEREN
1.3.1.1 *“The Three Ravens”

Three ravens discuss a slain knight as the main course of their breakfast. But the
knight is guarded by his hawks and hounds and they cannot get close to him. Later on his
mistress finds his body and helps to clean his wounds. Then she carries the dead knight
to an earthen cave and buries him there in the early morning. After that she lies down
beside him and dies in her grief. Moved by the scene, the ravens, as bystanders, forget
about their food and pray to God.

This ballad concentrates on the most dramatic part of the tale. The images are
simple and direct. All background detail is cast aside in favor of the actions of the
knight’s hawks, hounds, and mistress. There are elements of love, loyalty, supernatural
and eternity. It is one of the most beautiful of the old chivalric ballads.
1.3.1.2 *“Get Up and Bar the Door”

The wife wants her husband to bar the door because the wind blows in and disturbs
her cooking. The husband doesn’t want to do it. Then they agree after an argument that
the first person who speaks will have to bar the door. If neither speaks, neither will go
and bar the door. At night, two strangers enter through the open door and eat the food
the wife has prepared. Neither husband nor wife says anything. However, when the
strangers propose to cut off the husband’s beard and kiss the wife, the husband rises up
in a rage and shouts at the thieves, at which the wife rejoices. She then asks her
husband to get up and bar the door.

The basic conflict in this ballad is one that is easily recognized: man vs. woman, or
more specifically, husband vs. wife, a battle of the wills. The setting of this story is mid-
November, in the home of a couple. The most direct lesson from the ballad is that not
barring the door has led them to trouble. Several literary techniques help to heighten the
drama in this ballad. “Get Up and Bar the Door” follows the traditional four-line stanza
and abcb rhyme scheme found in ballads. It also makes use of repetition of variations of
the phrase “Get Up and Bar the Door”. This seems to suggest the urgency of shutting the
door and the danger the inhabitants of the house confront by letting the darkness of the
night into their house. If any adjectives describe the man and wife, it is “stubborn”.
Though humorous, the ballad has a serious theme; One’s stubbornness can inadvertently
cause harm to himself or others.

1.3.2 BEBSEER

“The Three Ravens”
1. What happens in this ballad?
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While three ravens are discussing about getting the dead body of a knight for their
breakfast, the dead knight's hawks and hounds take a good guard of their dead master.
Later on his lover finds his body and cleans his wounds. She then carries his body to an
earthen cave and buries him there at dawn. After that she lies down beside him and dies
in her grief.

2. What is the mood of this ballad?

The mood of this ballad is sad, solemn and awe.
3. What is its theme?

This ballad is to praise the love and loyalty of the knight’'s hawks, hounds and
mistress.
“Get Up and Bar the Door”
1. What is the mood of this ballad?

It is humorous and comic with a touch o_f seriousness in thought.
2. What can you learn from the ballad?

One’s stubbornness can inadvertently cause harm to himself or others.
3. How is the story told?

The story is presented in dialogue, focusing on a single domestic scene: get up and
bar the door. The implied thoughts are conveyed and emphasized by using a. variety of
literary techniques such as symbolism, hyperbole, repetition, and rhyme.

1.4 #h5eg>]

A. Define the following literary terms.
1. Romance 2. Ballad 3. Legend 4. Epic ( F15g £ B K2 2010 42150
B. Multiple Choice Questions.

1. The Canterbury Tales is a collection of strung together according to a
simple plan. (FRIHET A2 2007 4E4H)

A. myths B. allusions C. stories D. poems

2. The Canterbury Tales is masterpiece and one of the monumental works
in English literature. (73 T K% 2008 42 fiff i1 )

A. Fielding’s B. Lawrence’s - C. Fowles’s D. Chaucer's

3. The prevailing form of Medieval English literature is

A. novel B. drama C. romance D. essay

4. The story of is the culmination of the Arthurian romances.

A. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight B. Beowulf

C. Piers the plowman D. The Canterbury Tales

5. Geoffrey Chaucer, “the father of English poetry” , is one of the greatest

poets of England. (b5 —4hE1E2~BE 2006 42 i)
A. lyrical B. narrative C. sonnet D. dramatic



