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Tsung-Juang Wang / Chairperson

Theory VS. Professionalism

It has been over 100 years since the architecture
department of Taipei Tech University has opened, and
through this period has graduated many talented
professionals in the architecture field; Inrthis summer of
2015, all of you will be labeled as part of our collection
of Taipei Tech architecture alumni, bestowed upon a
mission to assist Taiwan's architecture design industry
in marching towards a brighter future.

Ever since the past, people look at architecture
professionals as an discerning artist. Architecture
professionals must know mare than just the practical
and theoretical parts of architecture, but more
importantly the noble ethics and outstanding wisdom
hidden behind these skills. American educatar Donald
Schon's theory and practice of processing experience
reminds us that arch-personnel requires constant
reflection and adjustment, accumulate and enhance
morality and wisdom; Schon's theory resonates with
Vitruvius's expectancy for architecture professionalism.

This year, you've used the word "IF" as the title, through
exquisite methods of architecture design, targeting the
changes of Taiwan's culture, economy, and lifestyle

and presenting different responses, proposals, and:
strategies of solution; at the same time we can see
from the warks that many students have managed to
transform ideal concepts into tangible architectural

design, all of which reveals the concerns that students
have towards social and human issues, confirming
Vitruvius's expectancy for architecture professionalism.

The Department of Architecture of Taipei Tech has
always believed in the imparting of both theory and
practice onto its students, for they are the fundamentals
to achieving growth in education. Today, all of you have
completed the educational groundwork that Taipei
Tech has devised for its students, hoping that you,
the future pioneers of society, can from this moment
on aim towards the realization of architecture's truth,
goodness, and beauty in all corners of Taiwan.
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Wan-Yu Liu / Thesis Coordinator

“Because today we live in a society in which
spurious realities are manufactured by the media, by
governments, by big corporations, by religious groups,
political groups... Sa T ask, in my writing, What is real?
Because unceasingly we are bombarded with pseudo-
realities manufactured by very sophisticated people
using very sophisticated electronic mechanisms. I do
not distrust their motives; I distrust their power. They
have a lot of it: And it is an astonishing power: that of
creating whole universes, universes of the mind. I ought
to know. I do the same thing." — Philip K. Dick

IIn his 1978 speech "How to Build a Universé That
Doesn't Fall Apart Two Days Later"Philip K. Dick
mentioned that the topic 'What s reality?" fascinated
him over time. Dick argues that reality becomes less real
the moment we begin discussing it, for the discussion
itself precipitates a dynamic manufacturing of what we
perceive to be real, rather than a static contemplation of
whatis, producing a series of pseudo-realities. The only
antidote to'reality-manipulation is old-fashioned moral
wisdom, the timeless vaccine of courage and resistance;
of freedom from fear.

To some extent, thesis design is spatial discussion
initiated from a wvery personal perspective with
prejudice, By choosing certain starting point, -
concerning certain group of people, or establishing
certain operational process, a subjective and unique
project will be created. Different from pure scientific
analysis, under the premise that architectural design
should be rational and logical, it's also required to
make @ position statement, From observation of
phenomenon to description of facts, first question to
be asked would be ‘what” s your opinion on this?* then
comes 'what do you want to change?' and finally "how
to make it happen?’

Be brave to take a clear-cut stand, to make a decision,
to take action and to bear the consequences. All wild
imaginations have to be eventually evaluated in reality.
Faced with flaws and doubts, to and fro between
conflicts and repetitive modifications; truth might be
approached. A fight ending without any struggle. is
regrettable. Design is not a one-way communication.
It's important to be able to accept reality, to be
responsive to the majority and others, and to be self-
critical. The quote might be helpful: “Reality is that
which, when you stop believing in it, doesn't go away."
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Jia Yeh

Small Time Rhapsody

Physical architecture symbolizes our absolute control
over this land as man. Today's city life is both privileged
and convenient and yet when compared to the past,
people have never been so unfamiliar with their
heritage and personal value. We returm to.a place even
more unfathomable than our roots, unearthing the
theatricality of our memories and humanities while
hoping to discover the logic behind this map plotted by
authority and power in a prospering world.

The three topics in group individually tackle from
different perspectives this isolatior; brought by the
city. "Retracing Taipei" from a observer's perspective
presents the niche of a City center founded upon
people's anxiety towards colonization. "HeForShe" on
the other hand is a simple piece of literature about
the often mistaken feminism, and female wanderers
as its target, attempting to pravoke the dark side that
resides in everyone of us. "Micro Plastic Surgery of
GongGuan market" establishes on the more common
environmental topics yet aiming to expose the
selfishness of modern people and create a symbiotic
mechanism.

It wan not the best of times described by Charles -
Dickens, and it was not the worst for sure.

This is our era, our time.
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Micre Shaping Business District of Gonggtian
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The urban development and technological progress
of Taiwan has provided itself with a exceedingly con-
venient lifestyle. In fact, Taiwan contains numerous
phenomenon within its residential and commercial
mixed spaces, overpopulated night markets, and
complex transportation systems caused by behaviors
generated by this same convenience, responsible for
the formation of our unclean cityscape as well as the
recent edible oilincident. In this design we' ve creat-
ed mechanism, a series of installations in an attempt
to reduce the damages of the aftermath,

Utilizing the Gongguan area as the groundwork of
our design, it is possible to extend the reach of our
mechanism into the rest of the urban fabric. Slowly
effecting the larger Taiwan by the use of numerous
small influences. This spatial sequence is not limited
to its present locations, it may very well exist into
other areas in the future.




