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TURPAN

Turpan, a fascinating place with its long civilization, unique landscape and luscious honeydew
melons, has for centuries been an attraction for travellers.

A song named ‘Grapes are Ripe in Turpan’ is popular both at home and abroad:

Turpan’s grapes are ripe,

Anarhan’s heart is intoxicated.

People coming to visit Turpan admire the image of the beautiful Anarhan (a popular name
for Uygur ladies), but they admire the sweetness of Turpan’s fruit and honeydew still more.
‘Even the sunlight and the breeze here smell sweet,” poets say.

However, Turpan is better known for its hot and dry climate than for its sweetness. The
Flaming Mountain lying in the middle of the Turpan Basin extends a hundred kilometres from
east to west. It is taken as a symbol of this ‘fireland’, so called because of the extreme heat.

The Turpan Basin which is about 240 km from east to west and 75 km from north to south
is surrounded by mountains on all sides. The lowest point of this basin, the Aydingkol Lake,
is 154.5 metres below sea-level. It is the second lowest point in the world, next only to the
Dead Sea in Jordan. The unique geographical features give rise to the typical continental cli-
mate. In the summer, the temperature may persist at 40°C or higher for 40 days, the maxi-
mum temperature being 47°C. On July 13th, 1975, it rose to 49.6°C, the highest in China's re-
corded history. A dry land, Turpan has almost no rain or snow in 10 months of the year. The
annual precipitation is no more than 16mm, while evaporation rate is as high as 3,000mm.

Turpan is also a noted ‘wind depot’. Force 8 winds are frequent and winds of hurricane
force are by no means rare. Between spring and summer, furious windstorms rage across the
land whipping up swirling sand.

The Turpan people’s efforts in transforming nature have been successful. The karez, a special
irrigation system built underground by the Turpan people and the trees plantad around the
desert which cover an area of some 5,500 hectares, have helped to prevent the desert from ex-
panding and build up oases.

Contacts between the people of Turpan and those of inland China can be traced back to
the West Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-24 A.D.). According to historical records, residents of the Han
nationality found their way to all the eight towns of the Gaochang Kingdom.

Buddhism came to Turpan in the 2nd century B.C., when Turpan was the seat of the former
royal court of Cheshi. When Xuan Zang, the celebrated monk of the Tang Dynasty, arrived
at Gaochang on his way to India to obtain Buddhist scriptures, he was invited to preach Bud-
dhism by Qu Wentai, the king of Gaochang.

A large number of burial objects have been excavated from the ancient tombs near the an-
cient towns of Gaochang and Jiaohe, which prove Turpan to be an ‘underground museum’.
After the founding of new China, special care has been given.by the government to the pre-
servation of historical sites and relics. Offices have been set up to take charge of the collecting,
sorting and preserving of relics, which are evidence of the history jointly created by the peo-
ple of various nationalities here. -

Farming is a time-honored profession in Turpan. As early as 70 B. C. large scale land re-
clamation was carried out. During the Wei (220-265 A.D.) and Jin (265-420 A. D.) and the Sou-
thern and Northern (420-581 A.D.) Dynasties, grapes were widely cultivated in Turpan, which
‘overflows with wine’ (Marco Polo).

The Turpan area is marked by long hours of sunshine, long frost-free seasons and sharp
disparity in temperature between day and night, all favorable factors to growing grapes and
melons.

On the outskirt of the town of Turpan at the foot of the Flaming Mountain is foud a place
of luxuriant verdure. Spring water trickles into rapidly flowing brooks. Grapes grow every-
where-on the slopes, along the ditches, in front of houses --- It's a world of grapes. This place
is known as Grape Valley. On one side of the valley are sheer cliffs, while on the other are tow-
ering sheds where grapes dry without changing color to become the famous Xinjiang raisins.

Along with the development of socialist construction, Turpan is becoming more and more
noticeable to Chinese and foreign eyes. It has not only developed into one of Xinjiang's areas
for growing grain, oil-bearing plants, cotton and fruit and melon, but also started developing
its own industries and tourism. Modern facilities have been introduced to process fruits and
melons. Wines, canned and preserved fruit and soft drinks produced in Turpan sell well on
both domestic and foreign markets. Market trading is brisk with more and more farmers sell-
ing their own products.

In recent years, urban residents of Turpan have been building vineyards along the streets in
an effort to turn this once famous Silk Road town into a ‘city of grapes’.

With the implementation of the policy of enlivening the economy and opening to the out-
side world, Turpan has seen a rapid growth in tourism. Tourist facilities have been improved,
and personnel trained. It is attracting visitors from all over the world.

Turpan is to become more charming in the century to come.
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Ancient Gaochang
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The Ruins of

Gaochang City

Forty kilometres southeast of the
county town of Turpan, at the foot of
the Flaming Mountain, stand the ruins
of Gaochang City.

The once capital city of Gaochang
Kingdom founded in the first century
B. C., the city used to be a communica-
tion hub on the ancient Silk Road. It
was known as Gaochangbi, which means
‘prosperous and strong’. According to
historical records, Gaochangembraced 8
towns before the Southern and Northern
Dynasties (420-581A. D), and 16 towns
in the Northern Zhou Dynasty (557-381
A. D). In 640 A. D the Tang emperor
annexed Gaochang and set up the Xi-
zhou Prefecture. Gaochang reached its
apex in the following 200 years. Accor-
ding to unearthed ancient documents.
there were 30 to 40 monasteries in Gao-
chang. When Xuan Zang. the celebrat-
ed monk of the Tang Dynasty, arrived
at Gaochang on his way to India, he
preached to an audience of 300,

The city was abandoned in the 14th
century. Today, at its site stand the re-
mins of the city wall , which is roughly
rectangular in shape with a total cir-
cumference of about 5 kilometers. Tra-
ces of lanes and streets are still dis-
cernible, and so are the three parts of
the city-the outer, the inner and the
palace. The ruins, which have witnessed
great changes of history, remain vet im-
posing, reminding one of the life in an-
cient times.
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Gaochang—the once famous and prosperous city on the
ancient Silk Road, has declined through the changes 3
of history, leaving only its ruins for visitors to admire.
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The ruins of Jiaohe is Xinjiang’s best preserved his-
torical site.
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The Ruins of
Jiaohe City

The ruins of ancient Jiaohe City perch
on a 30-metre high loess terrace sur-
rounded by two rivers. The city used
to have no outer walls. [t was protected
by sheer cliffs.

ory of about 1,500 years,
ras first built in the
second century B. During the Han
Dynasty (206 B. C.-220A.D.) Jiaohe was
the capital of the Che Shi Kingdom as
well as the political centre of the Tur-
pan area. It began to flourish in the
5th century when it became the second
largest city of the Gaochang Kingdom.
The city began to decline in the Yuan
Dynasty (1271-1386 A. D.) and was
abandoned in the 14th century.

Today, traces of streets and lanes
are still discernible. Ruins of architec-
ctures are in better conditions than
those of Gaochang. > thoroughfare
goes through the site from south to
north. At the northern end stand the
ruins of a big monastery. A group of
pagodas stand in the northern part of
the site looking lofty and magnificent,
while in the southern part are the
mains of dwelling-caves with roofs mi:
sing, all trying to tell visitors about the
prosperity of its past.
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On a sheer cliff in the gully of the Flaming Moun-
tain lie the famous Pazikelik Buddist Caves.
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The Pazikelik
Buddhist Caves

Fifty kilometres northeast of

the county town of Turpan,at the
Mutou Gully on a sheer cliff of
the Flaming Mountain lie the Pa-
zikelik Buddhist Caves, which have
the most diversified structures and
the largest number of grottoes of
all of its kind in the Turpan Ba-
sin. The construction of the caves
began in late Southern and Nor-
thern Dynasties (420-581 A. D.)
and continued down through the
Tang (618-907 A. D.). Song (960-
1279 A. D.) and Yuan (1271-1368)
Dynasties for 1,400 years.

There are now some sixty grot-
toes. Most of the frescoes are
works of the tenth to twelfth cen-
turies. The Huihe (Uygur) idols
of different times fully reflecting
the life of the Huihe (Uygur) peo-
ple have aroused the interest of
both archaeologists and historians.

A treasure house of the Huihe
Buddhist art, the Pazikelik Budd
hist Caves were classed as a his-
torical site under state protection
in 1982.
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The Ancient
Tombs at Astana

Astana is a Uygur term which
means capital of a kingdom. It is
located in the vincinity of Gao-
chang. Covering an area of ten
square kilometres, the graves at
Astana are those of officials and
ordinary people from the early
Western and Eastern Jin Dynasties
(265-420 A. D.) down to the mid-
Tang Dynasty(618-907 A. D.).Zhang
Xiong, a famous Tang Dynasty
general,and his son Zhang Huaiji
are also buried here.

he tombs are built in the loess
layer which is intermingled with
pebbles. Owing to the very hot and
dry weather, the bodies are mum-
mified. The burial objects include
wooden and clay figurines, elabo-
rate silk, documentsand paintings,
all relics of great value.

The tombs were devastatingly
robbed and many relics of value
were stolen. A systematic excava-
tion by Chinese archaeologists be-
gan after the founding of New
China. Many new finds have been
announced here since then.
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The first view of an opened tomb
Mummies, paintings and a tomb guard in the Astana
Tombs
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Relics Unearthed

Owing to the extremely hot and
dry climate, the Turpan Basin far
from oceans has preserved a
wealth of historical sites and re-
lics attracting archaeologists from
all over the world.

The earlist historical sites in
Turpan were found at the southern
foot of the Flaming Mountain,
where over seven hundred objects
of cultural and historical interest,
including two hundred fine stone
objects, were collected. Archaeolo-
gists have excavated a large num-
ber of relics from the ruins of
Gaochang and the ancient tombs
at Alakhoja and Astana: wooden
and pottery vessels, documents in
Chinese and Huihe (Uygur) langua -
ges, silk fabrics, paintings, car-
vings and daily necessities, all of
great scientific value.

Articles belonging to different
races represent the civilization and
history created jointly by people
of different nationalities.

The excellent state of the relics due to the hot and dry

climate Photo by Liu Yusheng




