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During the Chinese People’s War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression,
anti-fascist Allies, including the Soviet Union, the United States, and Britain,
provided valuable support to the Chinese people in both human and material
resources. Anti-fascist fighters from Korea, Vietnam, Canada, India, New Zealand,
Poland, Denmark, Germany, Austria, Romania, Bulgaria, and even Japan, directly
took part in China’s War of Resistance. We will never forget the countries and
individuals who had offered moral and material aid to China, the foreign friends who
helped Chinese victims of the Nanjing Massacre and other atrocities committed
by Japanese aggressors, and the Flying Tigers who braved great danger and
opened the air route over the Himalayas bringing in much needed war supplies to
China known as ‘The Hump'. We will never forget Norman Bethune, Dwarkanath
Kotnis, and other foreign doctors who came from afar to offer medical services,
foreign journalists who faithfully reported on China’s War of Resistance and its
progress, and Soviet martyrs who sactificed their lives on the Chinese battlefield!
Chinese people will always cherish the memory of the priceless contributions made
by people of many other countries to the victory of the Chinese People’s War of
Resistance against Japanese Aggression!

Xi Jinping
September 3, 2014
Speech at a meeting marking the 69th anniversary of the victory of

the Chinese People’s War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression
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Prologue

This year marks the 70th anniversary of
the victory of the Chinese People’s War
of Resistance against Japanese Aggression
as well as the 70th anniversary of the
conclusion of the global war against fascism.
For 14 long years, the Chinese people
endured the brutality of Japanese aggression
but eventually witnessed-the first full victory
of fighting against foreign aggression in
the country’s modern history. The victory
testified to the Chinese nation’s heroic mettle
to fight the enemy to the last breath, its
determination to independently recover from
past calamity, and its capability to stand up
in the international community by relying
on its own strength. As a historic milestone
marking the advancement of the Chinese
nation from a century of chaos and crisis to
great national revival, the victory has been
chiseled into the footnotes of Chinese history
and will remain an immortal page of human
peace!

The Chinese People’s War of Resistance
against Japanese aggression was both a
struggle waged by the Chinese nation for
salvation and survival and to resist foreign
bullying, and a great war resisting the
external expansion of Japanese militarism and
fascist persecution of humankind; Boasting
worldwide significance of safeguarding
human civilization and world people, it was
an integral piece of the global war against
fascism. The world anti-fascist war — a

struggle of unprecedented scale in human
history — involved some 2 billion people from
80-odd countries and regions across Asia,
Europe, Africa, and Oceania. The war was
a life-or-death battle between justice and-
evil, brightness and darkness, freedom and
enslavement, progressives and reactionaries,
and civilization and barbarism. Throughout
this global war against fascism, China had
remained the primary theater in the East, in
which the fight broke out the first and lasted
the longest.

In the face of a situation when the

Japanese, German, and ltalian fascists rose

to pose a serious threaten to world peace,
the Chinese people were the first to rise
in arms against aggression, ushering in the
prelude of the global war against fascism
and giving inspiration to other countries
in this regard. When the country’s War of
Resistance against Japanese Aggression (1937-
1945) went into full scale, the China Theater
effectively pinned down the major forces
of the Japanese army, slowing down their
steps to drive northward to invade the Soviet
Union and southward to fight in the Pacific,
frustrating Japan’s attempt to coordinating
the German and Italian fascists, and thus
strategically supporting the Allies” war efforts.
Additionally, as a vital rear base for the Allied
forces fighting the Japanese army in the Asia-
Pacific, China provided considerable military
supplies and intelligence for the Allies.
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While struggling for national sovereignty,
independence, and dignity, the Chinese
nation had suffered great losses and made
untold contributions to the global anti-fascist
war efforts.

The Chinese people’s just war against
Japanese aggression also won extensive
support from the international community.
“Eastern peace and war is an issue concerning
the world,” Mao Zedong remarked in an
interview with American journalist Edgar
Snow in 1936. “Japanese imperialism is not
only the enemy of Chinese people but also
the enemy of peoples of different countries
who cherish peace,” he added.

Upon the outbreak of China’s War of

Resistance, people around the world rose
and took immediate action to aid China
through various means. Despite imminent
danger and enormous hardships, many
foreign friends of varied professions, life
experience, and even political stands,
ventured all the way to China and took the
Chinese people’s war of resistance as a cause
of their own. They either rushed to the front
lines to report on the battles, offered shelter
to Chinese refugees remaining in Japanese-
occupied areas, provided medical treatment
for the wounded and the sick, participated
in various sorts of construction work, or
directly took up arms and went into the
fighting. Many of them sacrificed their lives
on Chinese soil. Their selfless support and
profound friendship boosted China’s strength
in the resistant war and aroused the Chinese
people’s morale to fight, leaving a glorious
chapter in the history of resistance against
external aggression.

History foreshadows the future. Over the
past seven decades since the victory of the -
War of Resistance, China has undergone
dramatic changes along with the rest of the
world. Regardless of the changes, China
has served and will continue to serve as a
positive force to maintain world peace and
promote common development. Today, in the
face of a new trend and new historic mission
in the new era, China will unswervingly press
on along the path of peaceful development,
take on an even positive role in international
affairs, and join hands with other nations to
address whatever global challenges and build

~"a harmonious world featuring lasting peace

and common prosperity, thus making greater
contributions to world peace, development,
and advancement.

To commemorate the 70th anniversary of
the victory of the Chinese People’s War of
Resistance against Japanese Aggression and
the world war againist fascism and to honor
the memory of foreign friends who had
aided China in the war time, China Pictorial
Publishing House compiled this book.
Featuring precious historic pictures together
with informative articles and captions, this
book whisks readers back to a history woven
with blood and fire, presenting vivid images
of a number of respectable foreign friends.
| hope it will help people remember history
while endeavoring to create a better future.

Zhou Mingwei
August 2015
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