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Key to the Questions

1. What is the difference between military education and military training?

Education is an all-inclusive term of which training is a major element. This is true in
the civilian world as well as in the military.

2. What is the U. S. definition of military education?

The U. S. definition of military training is “the instruction of personnel to enhance
their capacity to perform specific military functions and tasks: the exercise of one or more
military units conducted to enhance their combat readiness.”

3. What is a major factor in the evolution of the professional officer?

Military education and training for officers is a major factor in the evolution of the
professional officer.

4. Why should the professional nature of military education of officers be placed grea-
ter emphasis on?

Increased use of high-technology weapon systems and increased importance of in-
tegrating land, sea, and air forces have placed greater emphasis on the professional nature
of military education of officers.

5. What is the requirement for officers the 20" century ?

Officers are expected to have a broad-based general education. In some countries, no-
tably the United States, officers must have a baccalaureate degree.
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6. What is the first recommendation in the report produced by The House of Repre-
sentatives Armed Services Committee in 19897

The first recommendation in the report is that the Department of Defense establi-
shes a PME framework for Department of Defense schools that specifies and relates the
primary educational objectives at each PME level.”

7. At which stage of professional military education does the US student begin to
think about joint military operations?

At the precommissioning stage, the student begins the process of thinking about joint
military operations.

8. What is the Primary-level PME intended to?

Primary -level PME is intended to provide the officer with the fundamental knowledge
required for service in his or her basic service branch or combat specially, such as infantry,
surface warfare, or civil engineering.

9. What does the Intermediate-level PME focus on?

Intermediate-level PME focuses on large-unit warfighting and expands the student’s
understanding of the employment of joint forces at the tactical level of war. It also seeks to
develop the officer’ s analytic capabilities and creative thought processes.

10. Which institutions offer senior-level PME in the United States?

Institutions offering this level of education is the war colleges of the armed forces—
army, navy, and air force. This level is also offered through curricula more oriented toward
joint service at the National War College and the Industrial College of the Armed Forces.

11. What does the PME for general or flag officers emphasize?

Professional military education emphasizes for these officers the synthesis of national
military strategy with national security strategy, and the synthesis of national security
strategy with national policymaking requirements.
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