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Tong Kam-tang

In recent years there have been more and more discussions on the increasing proximity of arts and
politics in Hong Kong. Points in case are two rather important incidents in the Hong Kong arts scene
in 2012: first being the tenancy arrangement for the “Kai Tak Campus” of the Hong Kong Baptist
University, second was Chow Chun-fai’s running for LegCo membership as a practicing artist. Two
essays with their respective focuses on these two incidents can be found in this issue: “Visual Arts
Education in Face of Hong Kong’s Cultural Policy (or its lack of) - a Revelation from the HKBU Kai
Tak Campus Incident” by Wong Ying-kay Ada and “Chow Chun Fai, Hong Kong, election campaign
in mixed media, size variable, 2012” by Au-yeung Shing. In her essay, Wong reviews Hong Kong’s
cultural policy since colonial times and its relationship with the Incident. She believes that the civic
society could exercise considerable influence on the formation of cultural policy. Au-yeung’s essay
encompasses a variety of topics related to Chow Chun-fai’s election campaign, from Chow’s art, his
vision for running for the election, to the artistic and cultural situation of Hong Kong today, about

which Au-yeung shares his comprehensive observations.

Performance art, among all art forms, has its subjects of concern highly related to the society and to
politics. Performance artists regularly see themselves involved in social movements. yuenjie, Sanmu
and Mok Chiu-yu present to us the history, and project the upcoming development, of Hong Kong’s

performance art in “Performance Art in Hong Kong 2012: Art and Action of Being.”

There were two print exhibitions in Hong Kong in 2012, namely “Imprint of the Heart: Artistic
Journey of Huang Xinbo” and “Andy Warhol: 15 Minutes Eternal”, presented respectively by the
Hong Kong Heritage Museum and the Hong Kong Museum of Art. Liu Siu-jane, by comparing the
exhibits and the artistic directions of their creators, studies how print artists incorporate their social
viewpoints in their works and reflects on Hong Kong’s print development in the past decade in her

essay “The Myth of Printmaking: Revelations from Two Print Exhibitions in 2012.”

2012 was also the year when the Hong Kong Museum of Art celebrated its 50th anniversary. In
“People, Encounters, Stories - 50 years of Hong Kong Museum of Art”, Tang Hoi-chiu reports, in
great details, the history and achievements of the Museum. He also expresses his recognition and

remembrance of Mr. Laurence C. S. Tam, first Chief Curator of the Museum, who passed away in
early 2013.
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In additional to all the above, we are glad to have in this issue two research essays: “The Artistic
Universe of Irene Chou” by Mayching Kao and “The Wise and the Virtuous: The Art of Yuen Hung-
shue” by Wong Yin-fong Anita and Lau Ho-man Sam. The former is a substantial, in-depth study of
the life, artistic development and success of Irene Chou (Zhou Luyun.) This essay can be considered
the most important research on the subject thus far. The latter essay on Yuen, by his student Wong,
presents the achievement and chronology of Yuen Hung-shue, a long-lived master calligrapher who

passed away in 2012 at the age of 103.

This is the third year I play the role of the Chief Editor of Hong Kong Visual Arts Yearbook and 1
am happy to be working with Joanna Lee and Pesce Lam, who only joined the team in 2012. Let me
express my appreciation to their work and of course, to the Hong Kong Arts Development Council
for sponsoring the publication, to the many individuals, corporations and organisations that have

provided us their assistance and support.

008 + 009



FLBI -

Explanatory Notes

ML

AERHEFDIRY - BRTIIERS > RES AhIEE R

N2 B SEE D R a B0 AR N W R BRE » LA S BE LA BERR 9 o 5 o

WEE) - fRAh > SCRSE > AR SHER BTSN - SREULE B > M DA > Hofh— A
AR

(5T | 2 MR & RG] - BORBSH R - A5 B -

S e |

AR 77 AR RS - P B RAAREEBEARR -

[#REECE |  hetp://www.hkvisualartsyearbook.org

RESK20124F 1 A 1 HE 2012 412 A 31 HAAF S A AN R EEMES - 0fEEEEs -

e E AN AEETRE - ANRE - BT - TR/ Uist & - SBT8EIE - i
#HE

AR TRA M R o HEBR IR E RS B RR > 7 I R

HEER A S E) - b~ S SCRRE & 51 i AR RE S A - H R BEGRIGE A - MDA
SR

N B 2 RR I Se iR BRI DA E R SR 3 3 o

PSS B A AR RESR LR - A BRAC RIS -

L [AFEE]  UGmFET RS EgE F RN EREEE S -

2. [EEffiam | WORFE RIS - B - REEE S - W AR 650 AR B AR
MEREXEFEEAH -



