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Preface by the Director of Academia Sinica Digital Center

The National Science Council sponsored “Taiwan e-Learning and Digital Archives Program (TELDAP)” during
2002-2012 lasted 11 years and went through two phases. During the second phase, which started in 2008, “The
International Collaboration and Promotion of Taiwan e-Learning and Digital Archives Program,” one of the 8 main
divisions of the TELDAP, had carried out 9 projects, and among them, the project “International Cooperation of
Taiwan Cultural and Historical Resources Acquisition” (2009-2012), was led by Prof. Hsueh-chi Hsu, former director
of the Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sinica. The goal of the project was to enrich the cultural and historical
resources available in Taiwan by acquiring historical resources scattered overseas through collaboration with foreign
culture institutions. Several institutes including Academia Sinica, National Central Library and National Palace
Museum joined the project and each took on different tasks. “The Digital Project of Locating the Lost Imperial
Historical Maps of the Qing Dynasty,” led by Dr. Tian-ren Lin at National Palace Museum, aims to collect Ancient
Chinese Maps during Ming and Qing Dynasty. The content of this catalog is part of the achievement of the project.

The purpose of acquiring foreign culture and historical resources was to expand and enrich digital resources available
in Taiwan. Therefore, the TELDAP basically required that all project output through investigation, acquisition and
research must be open to the public in the form of databases or websites. However, due to budget and time constraints,
when “The Digital Project of Locating the Lost Imperial Historical Maps of the Qing Dynasty” was closed by the end
of 2012, the content of the project was not able to made public. Considering it would be a shame to stop the work
halfway if no further effort was made, the Academia Sinica Digital Center decided this would be part of the reason to
publish the catalog.

After the end of the gigantic digital program, TELDAP, the National Science Council entrusted Academia Sinica to
conduct the “Maintaing Sustainable Taiwan Digital Cultural Resources Project” in order to maintain and continually
promote the achievement of the program, as well as to handle unsolved matters such as those faced by the map project
mentioned above. Participated in the last 3 years of management of the TELDAP program office, I was thus appointed
by Academia Sinica to lead the maintenance project. The core spirit of maintaining digital resources is “to last and to
spread,” and when it comes to encourage the use of digital resources, one can not only rely on the convenience of the
internet, the physical publication also helps tremendously. Therefore, intending to promote the content, this physical
catalog of selected maps from Library of Congress is produced along with an on-going effort to make a public-facing
database for the map project.

The National Science Council entrusted digital resources maintenance project mentioned above is conducted by
Academia Sinica Digital Center, hence the publication planning regarding editing and layout design was carried out
by colleagues at the Academia Sinica Digital Center. Administration work regarding the publication process is carried
out by colleagues at the Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sinica. Dr. Lin Tian-Ren is responsible for the writing
and revision of all captions included in the catalog. Finally, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the
Library of Congress for kindly agreeing to co-publish the catalog and providing the English text. Special thanks for
Ms. Zhang Min at the Library of Congress for the greatest help with the back and forth communication and details
related to the collaboration.

The publication of the catalog is to accomplish the TELDAP’s original idea of “promoting the collaboration among
international cultural and historical institutions.” I believe this will set a good example of promoting Taiwan digital
cultural resources and spreading digital resources internationally. The publication may be far from perfect due to time
limitation, and we welcome any feedback which may help us improve the digital version in the future.

Kuo-hsing Hsieh
Director, Academia Sinica Digital Center
Director, Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sinica
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Preface by the Chief of Geography and Map Division,
Library of Congress

Maps and atlases have been an important part of the collections of the Library of Congress since its establishment
in 1800 in Washington, D. C. when a congressional committee purchased three maps and an atlas from a London
dealer. From this modest beginning, the Library’s cartographic holdings have grown during the past two centuries to
more than five million maps, 80,000 atlases, 700,000 microfilm images, 500 globes, 2,000 three-dimensional terrain
models, and 70,000 geospatial digital data sets.

The Geography and Map Division has custody of the bulk of the Library’s cartographic materials. Established in
1897 as the Hall of Maps to serve Congress and United States government agencies, the Geography and Map Division
today functions as the National Map Library. Its primary responsibility is developing the Libraries’ cartographic
collections. An average of forty thousand cartographic items in paper and digital datasets are acquired yearly through
government deposits, transfers of superseded maps from United States government libraries, copyright deposits,
domestic and international exchanges, purchases, and donations. These range from rare maps and atlases to state-of-
the-art electronic geospatial data sets, but the major focus of the Geography and Map Division’s acquisition program
is to obtain current materials from all countries.

The Geography and Map Division serves as a major center for scholarly research relating to cartography and
geography that links readers and researchers with the vast resources of the Division. The Geography and Map
Division Reading Room website provides an introduction to these various resources (http://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap).

Some 400,000 cartographic materials have been cataloged, and their bibliographic records are available online at
http://catalog.loc.gov/. As a major service to the map library community, the Geography and Map Division also
establishes, maintains, and disseminates national standards for classifying and cataloging cartographic materials.

More than 42,000 maps and atlases have been electronically scanned and are available for viewing and downloading
on the Library’s online digital collection (http://www.loc.gov/maps/), with several thousand new maps added
annually.

Basic research assistance related to the cartographic materials in the Library of Congress is provided through Ask a
Librarian Online (http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/ask-geogmap2.html) and during visits to the Geography and Map
Division Reading Room, located in the Madison Building of the Library of Congress’ Capital Hill Campus, which is
open to all interested persons.

In an effort to reach a wider audience and to further develop, enhance, and promote the Library's geographic and
cartographic collections, the Geography and Map Division established the Philip Lee Phillips Map Society, an
association of friends of the Division. Named after the first Chief of the Division, the Division issues a newsletter
four times annually and occasional professional papers devoted to special subjects related to the history of
cartography and the Division’s holdings (http://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/phillipsbrochure.pdf).

The cartographic collections of the Geography and Map Division date from the fourteenth century and cover virtually
every country and subject.

Coverage of China is particularly strong. The Division holds approximately 150,000 maps, atlases and geospatial data
sets of China dating from the Ming Dynasty (1368 to 1644 AD) to the present day.

The Library first obtained Chinese maps in 1869, through a donation from Chinese Emperor Tongzhi ( E/8£7 ) of the
Qing Dynasty. This gift was part of an international exchange of contemporary books and maps between the Chinese
and American governments arranged by the Smithsonian Institution, now the world’s largest museum and research
complex located in Washington, D. C. Exchanges such as this one were made possible by Qing Emperor Tao-Kuang,
who sent the tenth president of the United States, John Tyler, a letter in 1843 that read: “Now that the English
barbarians have been allowed to trade, whatever other countries there are, the United States and others, should
naturally be permitted to trade without discrimination, in order to show our tranquilizing purpose.” Shortly thereafter,



