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Dalian is "window" for opening-up in Northeast China. It not only gives birth
to a new multiple culture with geographical features of authentic southern Liaoning,
but also sets legendary model at home and abroad to establish urban construction,
economic development and foreign exchange. College of Music in Dalian University
is precisely in such fertile ground. It shoulders the historic responsibility for cultural
inheritance and promoting, and also has an inclusive and open academic attitude.
In recent years, considering the situation and seizing the opportunity of development
with good governance, College of Music has made great progress respectively
in education and teaching, teachers’ construction, academic research, artistic
practice, as well as music and cultural exchanges. Nowadays, given the recent
fruittul achievement in teaching and research, the School of Music will publish
"Series for Research and Teaching of School of Music in Dalian University", which
include academic works, musical works, and collected papars efc., in order to show
pioneering spirit and achievements by School of Music in Dalian University in recent
years, and so as to answer the concern for and support to the development College
of Music in Dalian University by different communities for so many years.

Recently, College of Music has a major breakthrough both in teacher
development and in academic research. Up to now, College of Music is doing
research on 2 Projects of Art Theory of National Social Science Fund, 3 creation
projects of China National Arts Fund, and more than 30 provincial-level research
projects. At the same time, with the support from school leaders, the College
accumulates elite power of music creation and theoretical research, sets up "Institute
of Music and Dance Arts of southern Liaoning", and makes a contribution to the
creation and research in the relevant fields.

Qian in "Book of Changes" (one of the eight diagrams) shows that "Heaven
revolves, the gentleman to unremitting self-improvement." With the existing hardware
facilities and conditions for teaching and scientific research, School of Music in
Dalian University will definitely overcome the difficulties and give full play fo the
geographical advantages. With the help of current open and inclusive academic
environment, based on folk music and dance culture of the southern Liaoning, as
well as the related research and commentary on variety of current domestic musical
art forms, music events, creative trends, and theoretical concepts, School of Music
will gradually form a certain scale and influence in creation and research. "China
Dream" by General Secretary Xi Jinping's is the "the dream of School of Music in
Dalian University" and it is believed that in the near future the dream will eventually
come true!

| have the honor to write the preface by flying dreams and intense sentiment.
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National Endowment for the Arts is the commonweal fund established
by the State, and aims to make the prosperity of art creation, build up and
promote the competitive and strong original products, train talents of art
creation, advance healthy development of national art career, and the capital
of National Endowment for the Arts mainly derives from allocation by Central
Finance. In 2014, large original ethnic orchestral music suite Imagination
of Southern Liaoning went through active preparation for many months with
great support of leaders of Dalian University and its institutes as well as joint
efforts of chief creative staffs and all teachers and students of Conservatory
of Music, stood out from more than 3,000 applied projects throughout
the country, and topped the popular list of 81 nationwide approved large
stage art funding projects, which was one of the only two large national
instrumental music projects in the list and the only funding project approved
by National Endowment for the Arts in Dalian area. Such large creation
project was also the first case in Dalian area.

General leader of /magination of Southern Liaoning is Dean of
Conservatory of Music from Dalian University, Professor Li Yingjie, the music
was composed by Dr. Guo Hongxi, and its acting entity was folk orchestra
of Dalian University. The creation topic started from the characteristics of the
economy and cultural development of Southern Liaoning, the creation not only
presented Dalian as the bright image of “lustrous pearl” in contemporary
China, but also paid more attention on the embodiment of profound historical
and cultural deposits of Dalian, meanwhile, it also carried forward the folk
musical culture of Southern Liaoning, which were represented by Leather
silhouette show, folk songs and drum music of Southern Liaoning etc., and it
possessed wide and profound social and cultural significance. Since it was
approved from Nov., 2014, all the staffs of our conservatory have united
wholeheartedly with the leaders’ guidance of our university and conservatory,
and actively created and made rehearsal while ensuring normal operation of
our teaching and scientific research of the conservatory. Now, the research
group are making their tireless effort to build the works into the influential art
works of national music with unique local characteristics of Southern Liaoning

comprehensively and three-dimensionally.
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There are five movements in the large original ethnic orchestral music
suite Imagination of Southern Liaoning: '

1. “Lustrous pearl of the North”: the acoustics highlights modern urban
scene with multi-cultural blending of Dalian, integrates modern music
conception with traditional music materials, adopts the structural principal in
the form of sonata, presents the prominent pioneering creative spirit, beautiful
romantic city temperament and fast change of its development.

2. “Early spring of Biliu River”: acoustics feature in the form of music and
picture, it describes and eulogizes natural blossom scenery as well as pure
and fair humanity prospect on both sides of the largest Biliu River in Dalian.
This movement highlights the music instruments like Chinese bamboo flute
and Gu Zheng efc.

3. “Interest and charm of Leather silhouette show”: Leather silhouette
show is the most representative traditional (Chinese) opera of Southern
Liaoning, the movement stresses to show regional characteristics of its wit,
humor and originality, which highlights four-stringed bowed instrument as
the characteristic musical instrument and Sanxian as folk traditional musical
instrument etc.

4. "Amatory expression of Suona”: Suona is one of the most important
folk musical instruments in Northeast of Ching, it plays an important role as
cavity care, atmosphere rendering and interlude etc. in the Leather silhouette
show, drum music and song-and-dance duet, however, at this point, the
acoustics highlights its expression of quietness and delicacy, meanwhile, it
doesn't lack of passionate joyous songs.

5. “Passionate imagination”: “Sea” is regarded as spiritual essence of
the coastal city, Dalian, its “heart” with unmeasured vastness, vigour turning
back the power of the darkness, and oceangoing voyage with forward-
looking fill the people of Dalian with the spectacular passionate imagination.*
The city temperament with forceful atmosphere as well as pure and cheerful
folk temperament enhance each other’s beauty, it completely presents the
spiritual outlook which highlights Dalian as the core of Southern Liaoning
which are conforming to the trend of the times, all the people are keeping
one mind, and constantly striving for the construction of their beautiful

homeland, and filling the future with the hopes and visions.
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Guo Hongxi (1978- ), Doctor, Dean of Basic Theory Department
from Conservatory of Music in Dalian University, Director of Southern
Lliaoning Music and Dance Art Institute, completed his Doctor Degree from
Composition Department of Chinese Conservatory of Music in 2014. Over
the past years, he published many music works and articles on journals and
issues like Music Creation, People’s Music etc., and achieved many national
and provincial compositional awards. The representative awards were
Evening Talk of Dan Geer honored as Third Prize of 2™ New Chamber Music
Creation Contest with China National Minority Style in Apr., 2013; Artistic
Conception of Chinese Ink honored as Second Prize of 1* Voice of China
Composition Competition in Mar., 2013; Mountain Fog honored as Third
Prize of 5" Guangxi Music and Dance Contest in Aug.,2009; Anecdote
of Mountains and Plains honored as First Prize in the 3 Jilin Provincial
Composition (Small and medium vocal and instrumental music works) in
Jun., 2007; Husky and Old Voice honored as Third Prize in The Musical
Creation Contest of Regular Institutions of Higher Learning from Midwest of
China in May, 2002. Now he is in charge of one creation project of National
Endowment for the Arts, takes part in two projects as national level creation
and research topics as the second participant, and conducts one provincial

level topic.
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