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1. Cultural and Architectural Grandeur—
Palace Museum

= DG —ibX E18 1w

Conversation One

(The Palace Museum is the first stop for the Smiths in Beijing. Zhang Ming will be the guide

today. Now they are meeting for the first time.)

(At breakfast table)

Zhang: Good morning, Mr. Smith. I am Zhang Ming, your guide today.

John:  Thanks, Ming. Just call me John. This is my wife, Linda.

Zhang: Good morning, Linda.

Linda: Nice to meet you, Ming.

John:  This is our first time to come to Beijing. Can you tell us some special scenic spots in
Beijing?

Zhang: Yes, it is my pleasure. Beijing is an ancient city with a history of over 3000 years.
There are many historical sightseeing places for tourists, such as the Palace Museum,
the Great Wall, the Summer Palace and the Temple of Heaven ... Today we will visit
the magnificent Palace Museum. It’s close to Tian 'anmen.
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Linda: Close to Tian’anmen? Is it the famous Forbidden City where some ancient Chinese
emperors' lived?

Zhang: Yes, it is the Forbidden City, once the imperial2 palace of the Ming and Qing Dynasties
— the last two dynasties in China. Now it is referred to as the Palace Museum.

Linda: Is there any story about the name?

Zhang: Well, in the feudal® society, emperors had supreme4 power, so his residence was
certainly a forbidden palace, and no one could enter or leave the palace without the
emperor’s permission. Today, the site is most commonly known in Chinese as Gugong,
which means the Former Palace. The museum which is based in these buildings is
known as the Palace Museum.

John:  Interesting! Tell me more about it. Like how many years does it have?

Zhang: It has a history of about 600 years now. It was constructed in 1406 when Emperor
Yongle, the third emperor of the Ming dynasty, was in reignS. And the construction was
completed 14 years later in 1420 and it became the world’s largest palace complex(’.
The complex consists of 980 buildings and covers 720,000 m’.

Linda: Wow. The Forbidden City is the most famous cultural relic’ in China, isn’t it?

Zhang: Yes, it is the largest and most well-preserved imperial residence in China today. It was
also declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1987.

John:  Oh, really! I have to learn more about it.

Zhang: Ok. Let’s go then. I'll tell you more on the tourist bus.
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Conversation Two
(On the tourist bus)

Linda:

Zhang:

Linda:
Zhang:

John:

Zhang:

You just said the emperors lived in the Forbidden City, but where did they work? Also
in the Forbidden City?

That’s a good question. The Forbidden City is divided into two parts. The southern
section is the Outer Court, or Front Court, which was for the emperor to exercise his
power over the nation. That is where he worked. The northern part is the Inner Court,
or the Back Palace, which was the residence of the Emperor and his family.

It sounds like entirely different from any of the palaces I have seen in the west.

By the way, I've got some pictures of the Forbidden City and the buildings there. You
can take a look at them.

Cool! I love these unique structured towers with the delicate carvings' on them. It’s
really artistic. Well, why were those small animal sculptures2 placed on the tops of the
buildings?

3
Some of them are mascots” and some are symbols of power.

1 carving

n HEZIY, JEZ)

2 sculpture n. HEZI(A), BEB(EAR)

3  mascot

n. HEEY)
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Linda: Why are there so many yellow things? Is yellow the lucky color in China?

Zhang: Oh, no. In fact, yellow is the symbol of the imperial family.

Linda: Just like the dragon pattern, right?

Zhang: Exactly. Look here. This is the Nine Dragon Screen.

John: It’s gorgeous and elaborate', indeed. The Forbidden City is really a phenomenon. 1
cannot wait to see it with my own eyes!
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Palace Museum WS A B

Great Wall K

Summer Palace [ A0 ]

Temple of Heaven Kizn

Forbidden City KA

Tian’anmen R[]

Ming Dynasty HIEH(1368—1644)

Qing Dynasty i H1(1636—1911)

Emperor Yongle K5 B A (1402—1424 {E47)

World Cultural Heritage 5 e istr=

1 elaborate a. TEIRH, REOHIERT: v PEILUERA
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Practice %3]

Suppose you are a tourist guide working in the Palace Museum. Please introduce two or

three major palaces in the Museum to the Smiths. You can refer to the Further Reading section
above.
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2. Graceful Royal Garden—

Summer Palace

A 1 Elilili— il &

Conversation One
(Today Zhang Ming is taking the Smiths to the Summer Palace.)

Zhang:

John:

Zhang:

Linda:
Zhang:
John:

Zhang:

Morning, Linda and John. Did you have a wonderful time yesterday at the Palace
Museum?

You bet! The majestic buildings, the exquisite stone carvings, the precious antique
exhibits ... They are just marvelous. We hated to leave it late yesterday afternoon.
Great! I am really glad to hear that! Shall we take a tour to the Summer Palace today?
You are going to have a lot to see there, too.

All right! We’ll put ourselves completely in your hand.

Thanks. Let’s start off now, shall we?

(At the Summer Palace) What a wonderful place! Could you give us some information
about it, Ming?

Sure. The Summer Palace is the largest and the best preserved' of the imperial gardens

in China. It covers an area of 290 hectaresz, and has halls, pavilions3, corridors* and

AW N

preserve v. TRy, {RAF

hectare

n. (10,000 “F J5 )

pavilion n. /NIGFRIERIEN, =7, B
corridor n. AEJE, [FlJER
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bridges almost everywhere.

Linda: Oh, that’s marvelous! But I'm afraid one day is not enough to see all the interesting
places.

Zhang: It doesn’t matter. We can first go up to the Longevity Hill and have a broad view of all
the fascinating' scenes from there.

John: That’s a very good idea.

Zhang: Then, follow me please. We’ve got many tourists today!
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Conversation Two
(At the top of the Longevity Hill)

Zhang:

Linda:

Zhang:

Now, we come to the top of the Longevity Hill. Look, that is the Kunming Lake. It is
man-made and takes up three fourths of this palace garden.

What a lovely view! It’s a surprise that the Summer Palace is so well-preserved after
extensive’ damage.

It was rebuilt one hundred years ago and has been through many processes of
restoration’.

1 fascinating a. A, W5 AK
2 extensive a. | JZM, KEM
3 restoration n. 15%%, KE
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John:

Zhang:

Linda:

Zhang:

John:

Zhang:

Linda:

But what was this palace garden intended for?

The Summer Palace had once served as a garden for royal families to entertain and
later became the main residence' of royal members in the late Qing Dynasty.

I find the landscapes and garden designs are really impressive. No wonder there are
crowds of people here.

Yes, the Summer Palace has now become a popular tourist destination and a recreation
park as well. In 1998, it was listed on the World Heritage List by UNESCO.

It should be. By the way, is that hill in the distance a part of the Summer Palace?

No, that hill is called the Yuquan Hill and isn’t a part of the Summer Palace. The only
hill in the Summer Palace is the Longevity Hill.

What an ingenious2 layout! It completely incorporates3 its natural surroundings.
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Longevity Hill JiFF L
Kunming Lake 2 Bt

1 residence n. fEAb, JEFT
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3 incorporate v. f; {REL



