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PREIFACE
TO

A CovprETE HANDBOOK OF MusicAL TERMS.

In ancient times music held an important place in
Chinese education. It was on a par with writing,
accounting, etiquette, shooting, and driving, which were
known as ‘The Six Arts’. But as times changed, the
importance of music, as an educational factor was
gradually lost sight of, so much so that people studying
and practicing this noble art came to be despised and
rated among the inferior class.

Since the introduction of Western schools into China,
music once more came into its own in the school curri-
culum, so that to-day music, in all its forms, has be-
come a very favorite branch of study among teachers
and students alike.

To date there have appeared in China a number of
excellent handbooks in the various branches of knowl-
edge, such as a handbook of botany, a handbook of
zoology and so on; there is, however, no complete or
competent book on music. It is with a view to fill this
latter need that the author has condescended to publish
this Handbook of Musical Terms.

This book is the fruit of long study and careful
research-work, the author having spent over six years
in its completion. While attending the Fourth Pro-
vincial Normal School at Loyang, he first began to
gather material for this work, but did not finish it until
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some six years later while a student at the Shanghai
College of Arts. During these years of study the author
enlarged and carefully revised the manuscript a number
of times. His diligence and love of music has enabled
him to make this book a veritable store of musical
information. Its clear and lucid explanations of musical
terms and definitions will enable the student to readily
grasp the rules guiding musical technique, thus assur-
ing easy and ready progress in that otherwise difficult
art. As such, this book will answer a long-felt need,
and we have no doubt, its publication will be welcomed
by all the students and lovers of music throughout
China.
M. C. LEs.
Third Provincial Normal School,
Sinyang, Honan,
Nov. 13, 1928.
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