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Everlasting Love
(Preface)

I have aspired to be a painter ever since childhood.

1 lived in a small town when I was young. Life there never satisfied me because I always imagined what the out-
side world was like, but I could not reach it. All I saw was the Yangtze River and a small town where simple ink and
pencils were sold in the stationer’s shop full of painting tools attracting me all the time. The Yangtze River made my
dream rather distant. Folio drawing paper, selling at half yuan per sheet, was only available at the shops in the down-
town area. At age 10, when I had one yuan or so, I would set out, sail across the river, take a bus or walk for an hour,
just to buy the paper. That excitement still fills me to this day.

I would still make the choice to become a painter today. Books on painting and art of all sorts are dazzling and
easily available, making me so envious of this generation. Back then when I learned drawing, the lack of such books
made the borrowed How to Draw with a Pencil by Repin such a luxury that I lost no time in copying it down.

I learned the phrase original ecology many years later. In fact, it also resides in humans, human bones to be ex-
act, growing quietly and influencing the future. Although I grew up in a small town, the rebellion hidden inside me
was irreversibly changed into a soft sentiment toward my hometown after I came of age. The invisible wind and tran-
quility there have always surroundedwhen I draw even to this very day.

Finally, I made it to the city, where the cold concrete.and indulgence in pleasure aroused my uneasiness. Those
towns I have been to move in and out in front of my eyes, washing away all the worldliness like a stream in spring. I
sat under the roof of an old house in a small town, sipped local tea, listened to stories of the elders, whose voices came
from afar with vigor, reviving old days on the slate road and old houses beside it in the time-honored town. I had an
irresistible impulse to show their strong voice and coarse skin.

I was greatly moved by the ancient town, as I looked with respect at a brick or piece of wood picked randomly, at the
pillar of a house standing over a thousand years, and at the timeworn doors and windows. Beneath the ostensible antiquity
were much profundity, moving stories and strong smells, flowing nonstop to touch me. That was when the idea of paint-
ing the ancient towns and streets in Sichuan Province took root in my mind. By combining recent pen drawing and ancient
towns, I aim to revive those towns, continuing with special affection. What is done today can influence tomorrow.

I respect and am concerned about the future of these ancient towns.

Yang Jiaju
June 6", 2014
In Dubaiju Studio
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Ancient Towns in Luzhou City
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Pipagou Street & an Old Cobbler

Pipagou (loquat ditch) Street is located in Jiangyang District. Pipagou has an old city wall con-
structed during the Song Dynasty (960-1279), with numerous time-honored houses. In this sketch is an
old house built during the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911). Cobbler Chen in front of the house has been a
cobbler for more than forty years.
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Old Residential Building in Middle Pipagou Street

Pipagou Street, sloping along the hillside was constructed with narrow lanes. Built in the late Qing Dy-
nasty and early Republic of China Period (1912-1949) with a distinctive charm, the street-side houses
have been renovated multiple times into a totally different appearance. Pipagou Street was called
“labyrinth of residential buildings". This sketch shows an old house in the middle street.
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