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Preface

Roger T. Ames (ZZ(Rk#F  University of Hawai’i)

I take great pleasure in writing a preface for the publication of the new
edition of Professor GuHongliang’s ground-breaking monograph, Misreading of
Pragmatism. Professor Gu is a cosmopolitan scholar who now is a philosophy
professor at ECNU after spending much research time at some of the most
prestigious seats of higher learning in Europe, America, and Asia. I share with
him a deep and abiding commitment to a global understanding of the discipline of
philosophy. The new edition of this monograph has served the Chinese academy
well in breaking from a past, superficial understanding of pragmatism and in
offering its readers a new, nuanced and sophisticated interpretation of this stream
in the Western philosophical narrative. Indeed, pragmatism in its own time was
such a revolutionary break in Western philosophy that it has taken a full century
for not only Chinese scholars, but Western scholars as well, to come to appreciate
the scale of its challenge to old ways of thinking.

Two important events mark the publication of this new edition.

First, ECNU is holding a conference to celebrate the 100" anniversary of
Mr. FengQi’s birth. All students of Chinese philosophy, Chinese and Western,
are necessarily students of FengQi. His seminal contribution to Chinese

philosophy in the 20" Century has been enormous, and like all of us, I am
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grateful to him for the sustained quality, and the reach and influence of his
scholarship. I am also personally indebted to this wonderful man for taking me
into his home, and for the warm encouragement he gave to a young and naive
Roger Ames many decades ago.

Second is the occasion that Professor Gu and I had to spend time together at
the celebratory conference at Fudan University’s Dewey Center in August 2015
when ECNU’s Press unveiled the publication of the Chinese translation of the
complete works of John Dewey. This historic occasion brought many of the world’s
leading scholars in pragmatism to the gates of China, and will be remembered as
a turning point in the evolution of both pragmatism and Confucian philosophy.
Over the past two decades—and the important corrective introduced into the
Chinese understanding of pragmatism by Professor Gu’s book that was published
in 2000 is significant here—Chinese scholars have come to understand the
important resonances to be found between the experimentalism of pragmatism and
traditional Confucian philosophy.

The strength of Confucian philosophy has always been its porousness—its
capacity to absorb the best ideas of traditions that would compete with it, from
Buddhism as the first wave of Western learning coming from India in the 2nd
Century down to German philosophy and Marxism in the contemporary world.
Indeed, if German philosophy was an inspiration and resources for an evolving
Confucian tradition in the 20" Century, I predict that it will be the confluence of
Confucianism and pragmatism in the 21* Century that will be a new direction for
world philosophy in the decades to come.

It is widely recognized that the most important international relationship for
securing the 21" century in all of its different dimensions is that between America
and China. Within academic circles the many resonances between Confucian and
American philosophy have been much noticed, and the process of establishing a
dialog between these two traditions is underway. It goes without saying that a
relationship of trust and understanding requires a vocabulary that expresses shared

values and cultural aspirations, as well as the many differences that make cultural
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exchange an opportunity for mutual stimulation and enrichment.

Consistent with the commitment to immediate empiricism of both pragmatism
and Confucian philosophy, it is the research of scholars such as Professor Gu that
will make a concrete difference in the contemporary world. Such research will
hopefully conduce to a deeper understanding of the common values between
Chinese culture and its Western counterpart and provide a shared vocabulary for a
continuing dialogue. 1 am particularly concerned about the sometimes troubled
relationship between America and China. If we can be successful in promoting a
trusting and collaborative relationship between these two great nations in our own
time, the 21" Century can be secured. And there really is no alternative. It is his
substantial contribution to this very pragmatic goal that makes this second edition

of the Misreading of Pragmatism an important event for our times.
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