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Superheroes

We all know what superheroes look like, don’t we!

They run faster
than a cheetah.

Call that
fast?

And they like wearing But did you know that

pants over their trousers. real heroes aren’t like
that at all? Real heroes

look like you and me.




Real Heroes

Real heroes don’t have X-ray eyes or wear pants over

their trousers!

Real heroes become heroes by doing a difficult thing —

they stand up for what they believe is right.

Emily Davison, Rosa Parks and Nelson Mandela all
became heroes by standing up for their beliefs, at a
time when their beliefs were considered wrong.

Rosa Parks

Sometimes standing up for what you believe in
can get you into trouble. Sometimes it can make
you a hero. Sometimes it can do both things at
the same time! Turn the page to find out how.




Emily Davisoﬂnb was born in London, England. When she left

school she worked as a governess and teacher. After that,
she studied for degrees in London and Oxford. At that time,
women were allowed to study, but not all universities would
give them a degree, even if they passed all the exams. Oxford
degrees, for example, were for men only.

Superhero Degree Exams

i

P governess: a woman who lives with |
~ a family to teach the children

. B degrees: awards received for
.~ passing exams at universities




In England at that time, women weren’t seen as equal

to men. They weren’t allowed to do a lot of things that
men could do. This included veting in elections. Emily

Davison, and others like her, thought this was unfair. As

they couldn’t vote to change this, they decided to protest.

» voting in elections:

helping to choose
who is running a
country

. B protest: to show

. that you disagree
with somebody or
something

Name: Emily Davison
Lived: 1872-1913

Became a hero for:
Helping to get women
the right to vote in
England

Time spent in prison:
Unknown - but she
went to prison eight
times




In 1906, Emily joined a group which campaigned for
women to be able to vote in elections. They became
known as ‘suffragettes’ (say suf-ra-jets). The suffragettes
were ready to do almost anything to get women the
right to vote. They interrupted meetings and even set
fire to postboxes and smashed shop windows.

. » campaigned:
. organized activities
to fight for change |

Suffragettes chained
themselves to railings.




Some people felt the suffragettes were wrong.
Others thought they went too far. However, the
suffragettes kept on breaking the law so that people
would take notice of them.

Emily Davison was arrested nine times. From her second
time in jail, she continued her protest by refusing to eat.
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On 4th June 1913, Emily Davison stood up for her beliefs
in the most dramatic way. At an important horse race,
she ran in front of a horse owned by the king. She was
willing to risk her life to draw attention to what she
believed. The horse knocked her down and trampled her.
She was badly injured and died four days later.
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Emily’s funeral
procession




Emily’s death drew a lot of attention. People talked
about what she had done and why. In the end, it was
agreed that the suffragettes were right — women in
England should be able to vote in elections. Women over
30 years old were allowed to vote for the first time in
1918. By 1928, women could vote at age 21, like men.

Emily is remembered for the dramatic part she played
in fighting for women’s rights.
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Women voting for the first
time in England, 1918




Rosa Parks

Rosa Parks made a big stand just by sitting down! She
was born in Alabama in the United States of America
(USA). In some parts of the USA at that time, white

and black people weren’t allowed to mix. There were also
strict rules about what black people could and couldn’t do.

Name: Rosa Parks
Lived: 1913-2005

Became a hero for: Taking a stand
against racial segregation in the USA
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Time spent in prison: One night

- ® racial segregation: dividing people because of the colour of
their skin




