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of time, a free interchange of commodities between Great Britain and China will
grow up, and bear its usual fruits, grateful alike, to industry, civilisation, and, ultimately,
religion. Well, we enter upon the new year with this rich promissory note in hand. It may,
indeed, be dishonoured; but we are warranted in assuming that it will in due course be
redeemed. So regarded, it casts a radiant light over our prospects-gives warmth and glow
and colouring to an immense expanse of time spread out before us, of which the year
1861 forms part, but yet how small a part! Certainly, with the Convention of Pekin and
the Treaty of Tien-Tsin in our hands, we cannot but look forward into the uncertainties
of the opening year with brighter hope and steadier confidence, and enter with more
courageous heart and firmer step upon its vicissitudes and trials.

And now, having taken a hasty but satisfied glance at the remotest East, from which
quarter it seemed probable that our heaviest embarrassments through the year might
overtake us, we are prepared to estimate with fewer misgivings the promise of European
affairs, in so far, at least, as it may be gathered from their present position. Excluding
from view for a moment " the little cloud no bigger than a man's hand" which hangs ever
the horizon, and which, if not soon dispersed, will, in an incredibly short time, spread
itself over the whole breadth of the Continental sky, and burst in storms upon the nations,
the im—mediate aspect of things is well calculated to beget sanguine hopes that we may ,
witness before the advent of another Christmas a gratifying development of principles in
the expan—sion of which humanity is deeply interested.

See what we have already in hand, and use it honestly as a factor in the calculation

of probabilities.
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Begin with our nearest neighbour, France. The most conspicuous facts which
dis—tinguish the present state of affairs in that country offer them—selves to notice—first,
as bearing upon international interests, and, secondly, as affecting the domestic prospects
of the French people, and mediately through them of continental Europe.

We have in the first class the Commercial Treaty, reduced to a reality by the
convention, and we have, as the spontancous gift of the Emperor's sagacity and good will,
the total abolition of the passport system, at least in its application to British travel-lers
in France. Now, what is the taproot of the policy which has recently thrown out these two
vigorous and comely branches? Increase of commerce between the two countries, and
unrestricted freedom of personal intercourse.

In what soil can these flourish but in that of peace? What fruits can they produce but
those which are equally salutary to both peoples?

The greatest mili—tary Power on the Continent, and the greatest maritime Power
in the world, divided from each other only by narrow straits which steam navigation is
saidto have " bridged over "—can any one fail to detect, even at first blush, the important
bearing which intercommunity of interests between them, multiplied commercial ties,
and growing social intimacy, their inevitable consequence, must have on the destinies of
Europe?

This closer approach to the ordinary conditions of good neighbourship can—not but
be immensely beneficial to both parties, not merely in their material but in their political
and moral interests.

Each has something to gain and to learn from the other, and, happily, the opening
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of the present year brings with it the proof that the international relations of both are
being arranged with the express view of facilitating, quickening, and making as fruitful
as possible that mutual impartation of advantage. Look next upon those facts which
specially belong to the domestic intersts of the French people! Take the concession lately
made by the free will of the Emperor of the greater powers to the Legislative Bodies. It
may be said that it does not amount to much; nor does it, if estimated by its own intrinsic
worth. But we must look behind the concession for the motive which inspired it—for the
radical idea of which it is the practical embodiment. What is it? Nothing more nor less
than government in accordance with public opinio. This is evidently M. de Persigny’s
reading of the Emperor’s design; and in his circulars to the Prefects, and his dealings with
the public press, he seems to aim at familiarising the people of France with the notion
that it is Napoleon’s wish to associate with himself in the government of the contry the

enlightened intellect of France.



(B pmmiR) Fr8-keEBE (1861)

T
et o
f o)

e @Ry (1861 41 A 58)




08 The ITllustrated London News: The Old Summer Palace was Burned




CAe 3os i m R ) Frak el (1861) 09

19 #4269 % B4 FALA

AL Sh kb4 P 4his



10 The Tllustrated London News: The 0ld Summer Palace was Burned

THE TREATY WITH CHINA.

The Moniteur publishes the text of the treaty just concluded between France and
China, the principal points of which are as follow :

First. The acceptance of the ultimatum addressed to the Chinese Govern—ment,
which document embodied the subjoined conditions : —1,. Formal excuses for the
attack on the allied forces at Taku; 2, Exchange at Pekin of the ratifications of the treaty
concluded before at Tien-Tsin ; 3, Declaration that the French Government reassumed the
right of establishing a permanent diplomatic mission at Pekin; 4, Payment of an indemnity
of 60,000,000f., of which sum 3,750;000f. were to be paid on the 30th of November.
Second. Exchange of the ratifications of. the Treaty of Tien-Tsin. Third. The emi—gration
of coolies formally authorised by the Chinese Government. Fourth. Restoration of the
churches and cemeteries with their dependencies through—out the empire belonging
formerly to Christians. Fifth. A special indemnity, amounting to 1,500,000f., for the
outrage of September 18, which sum has been already remitted.

The Moniteur, in addition to the details of the treaty, also pub-lishes a despatch from
Baron Gros descriptive of the ceremonials which took place on the formal signing of the
treaty, the particulars of which do not materially differ from the narrative of the same

event given in this journal.



