TR R g VR O S S R AT

I=IAELT

ThHoeH

KIESEMANLEET &
AXBIREA R EEHETR ¢
10EERIRIIE BITRNED

e [ N RKF Rt



LRy &

S PN LRy Tl e 1V

P4 G — A 2
FHm oG9 E
o e

B 1 E

P EARXFEH A4

.jbﬁ:.



BHBEREE (CIP) HiiE

[R5 5 A B HE 22 B K F 2 EHE—H W R E /A3 . —dte . PEARKZENM
#, 2016.3

ISBN 978-7-300-22387-2

1.OF- I.08: . O%FE-BLKFERX-JEE V. OH319.6

v [ A B 430 CIP $dii#% = (2016) 2 017197 5

BEFENARBEMTZURIBEKFELEESE —ZXEUEF
Fh oH W
Tongdeng Xueli Renyuan Shenging Shuoshi Xuewei Yingyu Shuiping Quanguo Tongyi Kaoshi Moni Kaochang

HRZIT PEARKSE SR

o | s | 0 5 9 T IR =) HREC4RES 100080
B i 010-62511242 (M4R%E) 010- 62511770 (FEAE#)
010 - 82501766 (HRMIEE) 010 - 62514148 (]]Hi%B)
010- 62515195 CRATAFED 010 - 62515275 (¥R
g it http://www. crup. com. cn .
http://www. 1kao. com. cn(HHE 1 W)
% W OFEhE
B Rl demiiEHESARAH
MR 185mmX260mm 16 FFA AR Y 20164E3 HEE 1R
B 3k 21 El k2016 4F 3 %S 1 RENRI
F ¥ 500000 £ # 42.007C

JRARFTH BRI EPEREW AIFWIAR



REFEEFNEZ LN —BHEAFERIAFFTEE, REBEFRXAHNPHAENFE
RKAZMERLTHT, MARRARNEINRTEFERERAGAREFTT, BRR4E
LT, TRELAFRCEXRRAR, SEBARERTY. BEFLAIMBL A
A, RRBRBHERR?

EFUARZHENXAT !

EMRAELAEENEI MR EET, RELAERPERELATINEL M
o ZABARULFEZXANBRERE, REBE, TURTELZRE, RENEFHL,
RELZRCERS, ¥ ELFRF TR BANNER, 6ELZHELLH L) AE W
B, HEREZFG EUFEN T RBEHE, AL, FETUH - SRR ERREH
MANGEREREN, PREELEMEIENE RS, EnREFANBORE, &
B A B, AL A A A A o bR 7 A BT .

ATHRELEH#TEARBNNGEHNTE, PEARAFHRBALT - HEHAFEH
¥E%, REALANHAAE, SFNFRLRXHIHFETENETRCORE T (B %
¥NARFERELEMEFAFLEL-—FREULT) —F.

AANERLT:

L BOHETHERNAREIE, T2 HBIFLXREANREEN. %5 K,
HARKERE, EFLABEL AN —BH A ERSAELEANMBRITRUAS,
EREREAEELEBLEE, HEEHAHECAEBRE - FHAHNERAEE., BHE,
AEFNRT EERTHERERL, BLIRICPHERT BB 5 o B F o B+ R
#R.

2. B WA BERARARBE —BANWERLZNEN, IATHENEEEXR,
WHELETREL R, AFARNBI2REN BT ENMIEAER. LTXAE, AT
UBEEREFNEE, BT TRIANERFAE. FLALRELNBETHLTUEEX
HorWHAAEREL L, ARRGERENFLRES .

3 F_HAWMLARAH T ERELEE - NETNEL, RAFBNERHET —
g MARRR RN BN RS HN, ANERHT —Rba, UFBFLEE
EXEXBEEFENRE; A BRJTHZEATNSFEX, ATHBHEEL S
“BHR, WEFUR, AFLEEY RPARKERLCT AT TRINERS. £ %iEL
WP EAE T FOUE ., X FARN AR EARNEF, FREEXAA, ELLEREX

¢ 1



BE%HARBEALSHREAELEE - HREN S 1

BxEWEENLRFER, REF-K=ZNEKR.

4 FZHLWEERIRRETENENANERLEE, WEFHLHT FALE X
MHREEH AN, B EAM, FETUEmERMERXEY G P X AR S
XEPRESHEX., ZETUBLHNEEAGLEEAREROHAER., MK &%, F
HEREEFRGEY, —F55.

5. FUBALAHTHT B0 RARBERLR, WAMAY Ry &, THAW
EXURMRIFCEFORE, XEFROOANTTUFEE AR B Y F £ 27 LREXF
FEEAR). ARTERBTEEANGFHEM L TXNENRRE, AL LEMAER
SERTHRXENE, NEHXABEXRFTAHENGTI.

6. FAHLREARANFHAE “EX TR, IHABERF., TEHEHIAK
b, FEARKEREHAAXBLAL. ARSI R ZABERLENRL, KEHE
FTETXEREFHTHMR, TAREEENEAN, UFBHFLERREBRLERTZHAE
WRBRARE, ARRERL.

7. BAMAEXHEER, REFARRBESFEX, HHRAHATT % @A,
WEEGEM, REAL, BMFNSEFEIAERBHRTRANEHOHEFRA, AR
AEBATHAAERIHEFRNHBENEAPER, FRAFLENKAHY, TAXTHT
HEETFHOEE, THEREIFTHRAEFETEH, RELFLNBEERIPAPLAA
i,

8. FLMAEH, kx ELEAMTHENTHEEAEY, LHEWERFEK, RER
BT ARAKEPEXIAL, RERBTSEEX. NOTEM, i, AUER. 4
s, BEAREEARRXEENEARBTTRARH OB e &, EF5 4L LAR
B, 5EHNE, FTAEREHE, TEAANSHBL2BRELLI K “TEMATH,

BNBFF IR (BUEYG) REEL XAV F LT RRANH G, LLALERAE
FAEMEFESTHR, REBFEARS, EFLERENHANRROEEREFIY
. BB R, RARFERNKSG, HARLER.

AFHFEAARAFNEEERFECEEH, %X, FEY, GHA. ERUFE
L2555, RTAFAEE, RRFPARENER, KA ARCMEERITFHE,

HwmE
2016 4E 2 A



Contents

2016 R FFAAR PHMEFELFRFLRLE—FX BIEXE—
2016 B FF AR P HMAE F42REKF 4 BR—F XA BAT

BRI o5+ covenn namnys suuene BRann » Ty sRESIPY KESTHY HESTHE S HAERSE YA SHETN

2016 FRIFFAAR PHMEFLERBERFLAL—F K BIXL
2016 F R FF AR B ik A+ FALEEKF L B % —F XARBXAA AT

*ﬁ&lﬁk%\—: ........................................................................

2016 FRIFFAAR PHMEFLERERFLBRA—F KX HMXE=
2016 B 5 F AAR P 3H A+ F 4L K EKF A B % —F XA AT

BRILIE I 2, s vnmes svmvar svsmarenunues vinnes sroversuanses vrrass vereey s paiwes s svwwes

2016 FRI¥FHANPIFMEFIHERERFLAR R —FX X Ew
2016 B & ¥ HA G P AL F 45 EE KT A E % — F XA XA AT

BEBATEH TG o enreee e

2016 FRIFFAARNRIHEMEFIEEEKFLARLE—FX BIRXERL
2016 F R HF F HAR ¥FM I F A EE KT 4 B %—F XA BGX A AT

BRIBRETR F, cwomss cocumms s s s i ot s St e s s

2016 SFRFFAAR PHAEFAELBKFLAR—F K BEXES
2016 R FFAAR P FA+ FALKEFKF 4B % —F XABXM AT

TR (8 LYRRRSERRSEE S MIBPSIpPETE S PSRN o s———

2016 FRFFHAAR PHMEFEEFKFLAL—F K BKEL
2016 B FF AAR P H A+ F 42K EKF A B G —F XA AT

BEBLAEFE T ~vros oweres vunsos wwames s wumvas ruamwss sxwams seammmn brmn s s menys v

2016 FREFFAAR PHFMEFIERBERFLRLE—FX BIEKEN
2016 Bl ¥ 5 H AR ®iF A+ F 4235 KT 4 B % — & XA DGR A

AT A wraws sanasTassans vRaTH 8 9EERS AR SHRASR SRR BN TR SRR YA

2016 FRIEFFHAARPHEMEFIAEEKFLELE —EX B EAL
2016 R FF H AR FF F 45 F1E KT A E %—F XA PR AT

R R e e e B e e e e e

2016 FRIFFAHAARBHFMEFIERERFLR LS —FX XA+
2016 #F %5 AA R B iE a4 F 45 FEE KT A B % — XA DG AT

AERLAE e - oms csvnvss veass s s5wan s Cosies 9w 4 KETHH SFFA4 VISR APETRS KHEH 45003

................. 182

............... 198



2016 FAFFNARBPBM LML
RBEKE2zESE B RS —

Paper One {5 —
(100 minutes)

@ Oral Communication (10 points)

Directions; In this section there are two incomplete dialogues and each dialogue has
three blanks and three choices A, B and C, taken from the dialogue. Fill in each of the
blanks with one of the choices to complete the dialogue and mark your answer on the An-

swer Sheet.

Dialogue One

A. You've learned a lot, haven't you
B. I can smell jealousy in the air

C. Haven't you heard them say on TV

John: She’s really pretty, isn’'t she? Her skin looks so baby smooth!

Becky: Well, it's just that she puts lots of make-up on her face. Actually, natural beauty
comes from within.

John: Ah, 1 !

Becky: She has nothing that deserves my jealousy. I don’t have to put things on my face
and I still look pretty. Don’t you think so?

John: Yeah, right! But what did you put on your face last night, those little greenish

things?

Becky: They're cucumbers. They're natural skin soothers, natural healers of the skin. 2
that...erh...they soften the skin, wipe out the roughness, counter irritation, and
build strength and resilience?

John: Yeah, yeah, yeah! They wipe out tight, tired feelings and remove lines and age

signs. Blah, blah, blah, blah, blah! See I can even recite it.

Becky: That’s right! 3 2
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Dialogue Two

A. that’s probably it
B. I have one

C. it’s a one-bedroom apartment.

Blanca: Hello. I'm calling about the apartment you advertised.

Manager: Yes. What kind of apartment are you interested in?

Blanca: I'm interested in a one-bedroom. Do you have any available?

Manager: Yes. 4 . When do you need it?

Blanca: Sometime around next week. What can you tell me about this apartment?

Manager: Well, 5 . The monthly rent is $650, with a $300 security deposit. You pay
electricity only. Gas and water is included. Both the heat and stove are gas. You'll be
assigned a sheltered parking space at no extra charge. And... 6

Blanca: Sounds good. May 1 come over tomorrow to take a look?

Manager: Sure. What time would you like to come?

Blanca: How about 10 AM?

Manager: Good. May I have your name, please?

Blanca: My name is Blanca.

Manager: Blanca. I'll see you tomorrow.

Directions: Inthis section there is one incomplete interview which has four blanks and
four choices A, B, C and D, taken from the interview. Fill in each of the blanks with

one of the choices to complete the interview and mark your answer on the Answer Sheet.

A. when some major change happens in their lives
B. relevant to a person’s medical history
C. when you settle down

D. relating to health matters

Interviewer: Are you married at the moment?

Jimmy: Actually, that’s one of the reasons why I want to sort out some insurance. I'm
planning to get married quite soon. I guess 7  you'll start to think of things like
that.

Interviewer: Yes, we often find people take out life insurance 8 , like getting married

or changing their job. Now, I've got some questions 9 . We will of course

be requiring a full medical examination but I need some basic details from you now.
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Jimmy: That’s OK. I expect you want to know that I'm healthy, don’t you?

Interviewer: That’s right. Have you ever had a serious illness at any time of your life?

Jimmy: Oh, no, I've never had anything serious. I've always been healthy, never been in
hospital.

Interviewer: OK. Now, what about your parents? It’s usually 10 .Can you tell me

something about your parents?
Jimmy: They had just retired from their job and they are all in good condition.
Interviewer; OK. I've just got one more question, Mr. Black. Do you smoke?

Jimmy

&P vocabulary (10 points)

Directions: In this part there are ten sentences, each with one word or phrase under-
lined . Choose the one from the four choices marked A, B, C and D that best keeps the

meaning of the sentence. Mark your answer on the Answer Sheet.

11. For some purposes, it may be desirable to measure the output product within the geo-
graphical area of a nation, on the grounds of whether the profits belong to residents or
foreign investors.

A. in spite of B. based on C. instead of D. irrespective of

12. Marketing is the process by which goods are sold and purchased. That process may be a
simple act of exchange or an intricate, sensitive mechanism.

A. complicated B. obscure C. evident D. indefinite

13. On hearing of the case sometime later, Conan Doyle was convinced that the man was
not guilty, and immediately went to work to ascertain the truth.

A. check up B. pick out C. look through D. find out

14. He misled management by giving it the idea that the older and more experienced men
were not an asset but a liability.

A. wealth B. award C. assistance D. advantage

15. Many modern language teachers make occasional use of teaching aids such as computers
and tape recorders, but only a few use them systematically as an integral part of their work.
A. incredible B. individual C. component D. associate

16. Then, in his soft voice, he will reveal once more the eloquent gift that has made him
one of the capable advocates in British legal history.

A. boastful B. expressive C. obstinate D. restrained

17. Many observers believe that country will remain in a state of chaos if it fails to solve its

chronic food shortage problem.

A. intensive B. lasting C. drastic D. starving

-3.
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18. The exhibition is designed.to facilitate further cooperation between Chinese TV indus-
try and overseas TV industries.
A. establish B. promote C. guarantee D. maximize

19. He testified in court that he had seen the prisoner run out of the bank after it had been
robbed.
A. proved B. witnessed C. justified D. identified

20. A patient who is dying of incurable cancer of the throat is in terrible pain, which can
no longer be satisfactorily alleviated.

A. diminished B. abolished C. relaxed D. lessoned

‘m Reading Comprehension (25 points)

Directions: In this section, there are four passages followed by questions or unfin-
ished statements, each with four suggested answers A, B, C and D. Choose the best an-

swer and mark your answer on the Answer Sheet.
« Passage One

Cars account for half the oil consumed in the U.S., about half the urban pollution
and one fourth the greenhouse gases. They take a similar toll of resources in other industri-
al nations and in the cities of the developing world. As vehicle use continues to increase in
the coming decade, the U. S. and other countries will have to deal with these issues or else
face unacceptable economic, health-related and political costs. It is unlikely that oil prices
will remain at their current low level or that other nations will accept a large and growing
U. S. contribution to global climatic change.

Policymakers and industry have four options: reduce vehicle use, increase the effi-
ciency and reduce the emissions of conventional gasoline-powered vehicles, switch to less
harmful fuels, or find less polluting driving systems. The last of these—in particular the
introduction of vehicles powered by electricity—is ultimately the only sustainable op-
tion. The other alternatives are attractive in theory but in practice are either impractical or
offer only marginal improvements.

For example, reduced vehicle use could solve traffic problems and a host of social and
environmental problems, but evidence from around the world suggests that it is very diffi-
cult to make people give up their cars to any significant extent. In the U. S., mass-transit
ridership and carpooling have declined since World War [I. Even in western Europe, with

fuel prices averaging more than $1 a liter (about $4 a gallon) and with easily accessible

l4.
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mass transit and dense populations, cars still account for 80 percent of all passenger travel.
Improved energy efficiency is also appealing, but automotive fuel economy has barely
made any progress in 10 years. Alternative fuels such as natural gas, burned in internal-
combustion engines, could be introduced at relatively low cost, but they would lead to only
marginal reductions in pollution and greenhouse emissions (especially because oil companies are al-

ready spending billions of dollars every year to develop less polluting types of gasoline).

21. From the passage we know that the increased use of cars will
A. consume half of the oil produced in the world
B. have serious consequences for the well-being of all nations
C. widen the gap between the developed and developing countries
D. impose an intolerable economic burden on residents of large cities
22. The U. S. has to deal with the problems arising from vehicle use because
A. most Americans are reluctant to switch to public transportation systems
B. the present level of oil prices is considered unacceptable
C. other countries will protest its increasing greenhouse emissions
D. it should take a lead in conserving natural resources
23. Which of the following is the best solution to the problems mentioned in the passage?
A. The designing of highly efficient car engines.
B. A reduction of vehicle use in cities.
C. The development of electric cars.
D. The use of less polluting fuels.
24. Which of the following is practical but only makes a marginal contribution to solving
the problem of greenhouse emissions?
A. The use of fuels other than gasoline.
B. Improved energy efficiency.
C. The introduction of less polluting driving systems.
D. Reducing car use by carpooling.
25. Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the passage?
A. The decline of public transportation accounts for increased car use in western Europe.
B. Cars are popular in western Europe even though fuel prices are fairly high.
C. The reduction of vehicle use is the only sustainable option in densely populated
western Europe.

D. Western European oil companies cannot sustain the cost of developing new-type fuels.

Words & Expressions:
toll n. iiFE

carpooling n. S{kH%
combustion n. A%
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« Passage Two «

Cyberspace, data superhighways, multi-media, for those who have seen the future,
the linking of computers, television and telephones will change our lives for ever. Yet for
all the talk of a forthcoming technological utopia little attention has been given to the impli-
cations of these developments for the poor. As with all new high technology, while the
West concerns itself with the “how”, the question of “for whom” is put aside once again.

Economists are only now realizing the full extent to which the communications revolu-
tion has affected the world economy. Information technology allows the extension of trade
across geographical and industrial boundaries, and transnational corporations take full ad-
vantage of it. Terms of trade, exchange and interest rates and money movements are more
important than the production of goods. The electronic economy made possible by informa-
tion technology allows the haves to increase their control on global markets—with destruc-
tive impact on the have-nots.

For them the result is instability, developing countries which rely on the production
of a small range of goods for export are made to feel like small parts in the international e-
conomic machine. As “futures” are traded on computer screens, developing countries sim-
ply have less and less control of their destinies.

So what are the options for regaining control? One alternative is for developing coun-
tries to buy in the latest computers and telecommunications themselves—so-called “devel-
opment communications” modernization. Yet this leads to long-term dependency and per-
haps permanent constraint on developing countries’ economies.

Communications technology is generally exported from the U.S., Europe or Japan;
the patents, skills and ability to manufacture remain in the hands of a few industrialized
countries. It is also expensive, and imported products and services must therefore be
bought on credit—credit usually provided by the very countries whose companies stand to
gain.

Furthermore, when new technology is introduced there is often too low a level of ex-
pertise to exploit it for native development. This means that while local elites, foreign
communities and subsidiaries of transnational corporations may benefit, those whose lives

depend on access to the information are denied it.
26. From the passage we know that the development of high technology is in the interest of

A. the rich countries B. scientific development

C. the elite D. the world economy
27. 1t can be inferred from the passage that

A. international trade should be expanded

.6.
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B. the interests of the poor countries have not been given enough consideration
C. the exports of the poor countries should be increased
D. communications technology in the developing countries should be modernized
28. Why does the author say that the electronic economy may have a destructive impact on
developing countries?
A. Because it enables the developed countries to control the international market.
B. Because it destroys the economic balance of the poor countries.
C. Because it violates the national boundaries of the poor countries.
D. Because it inhibits the industrial growth of developing countries.

29. The development of modern communications technology in developing countries may

A. hinder their industrial production
B. cause them to lose control of their trade
C. force them to reduce their share of exports
D. cost them their economic independence
30. The author’s attitude toward the communications revolution is
A. positive B. critical C. indifferent D. tolerant

Words & Expressions:

cyberspace n. M4&%s[a], HLfRiZs [B]
utopia n. ZFEFF, HELS
futures n. #HH%

patent n. BHIFL, P, LH 5
stand to gain —E3KF

« Passage Three *

When 1 was a kid, I never knew what my parents—or anyone else’s—did for a liv-
ing. As far as I could tell, all grownups had mysterious jobs that involved drinking lots of
coffee and arguing about Richard Nixon. If they had job related stress, they kept it pri-
vate. Now American families are expected to be more intimate. While this has resulted in a
lot more hugs, “I love you’s,” and attendance at kids football games, unfortunately we
parents also insist on sharing the frustrations of our work lives.

While we have complained about our jobs or fallen asleep in car pool lines, our chil-
dren have been noticing. They are worried about us. A new survey, “Ask the Children,”
conducted by the Family and Work Institute of New York City, queried more than 1,000
kids between the ages of 8 and 18 about their parents’ work lives. “If you were granted
one wish to change the way your parents’ work affected your life,” the survey asked kids,

“what would that wish be?” Most parents assumed that children would want more time

07.
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with them, but only 10% did. Instead, the most common wish (among 34%) was that
parents would be less stressed and tired by work.

Allison Levin is the mother of three young children and a professional in the growing
field of “work/life quality. ” Levin counsels employees who are overwhelmed by their work
and family obligations to carefully review their commitments—not only at the office but at
home and in the community too—and start paring them down. “It’s not about getting up
earlier in the morning so you can get more done,” she says. “It’s about saying no and
making choices. ”

We can start by leaving work, and thoughts of work, behind as soon as we start the
trip home. Do something to get yourself in a good mood, like listening to music, rather
than returning calls on the cell phone. When you get home, change out of your work
clothes, let the answering machine take your calls, and stay away from e-mail. When your
kids ask about your day, tell them about something good that happened. (In the survey,
69% of moms said they liked their work, but only 42% of kids thought their mothers real-
ly did. )

Parents can also destress by cutting back on their children’s activities. If keeping up
with your kid’s schedule is killing you, insist that he choose between karate lessons and
the theater troupe. Parents should also sneak away from work and family occasionally to
have some fun. I keep a basketball in the trunk of my car. I might never be able to fix every-

thing at work or at home, but at least I can work on my jump shot.

31. Which of the following sentences can be the best title of this passage?
A. Kids Say: Chill B. Kids Stress Parents
C. Parents Complain about Work D. Parents Get in Good Mood
32. The author mentions her own childhood experience to show that
A. she never understood why her parents had odd jobs and argued about the president
B. she didn’t know what her parents did to earn money to support the family when she
was young
C. she did understand why the Americans became more and more close and hugged a lot
D. she could see that the American parents keep the stress and tiredness from work
to themselves
33. We can infer from the second paragraph that nowadays the children
A. are very anxious about their parents for their hard work
B. are looking forward to being with their parents
C. are very considerate about their parents
D. are very ambitious to change their parents’ work
34. The phrase “paring them down” in the third paragraph most likely means
A. gathering the work and family duties together
B. matching the work quality to life quality

080
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C. decreasing the defeating commitments
D. denying to fulfill their work and family obligations
35. Which of the following is not the way to destress the parents’ heavy burden?
A. Forgetting about the job as soon as leaving the office.
B. Reducing participating the activities for the children.
C. Sharing with the children some happy experience.

D. Taking part more actively in community activities.

Words & Expressions:

query v. Jii[n]

pare down J& />

karate n. Z5FiE

troupe n. JHl|H#

sneak v. (JEIEHLAIRED) ffiihE
chill v. (HIE) A

Passage Four

Video recorders and photocopiers, even ticket machines on the railways, often seem
unnecessarily difficult to use. Last December 1 bought myself a video cassette recorder
(VCR) described as “simple to use” . In the first three weeks I failed repeatedly to pro-
gram the machine to record from the TV, and after months of practice I still made mis-
takes. I am not alone. According to a survey last year by Ferguson, the British manufactur-
er, more than one in four VCR owners never use the timer on their machines to record a
program: they don’t use it because they’ve found it far too hard to operate.

So why do manufacturers keep on designing and producing VCRs that are awkward to
use if the problems are so obvious? First, the problems we notice are not obvious to tech-
nically minded designers with years of experience and trained to understand how appliances
work. Secondly, designers tend to add one or two features at a time to each model, where-
as you or I face all a machine’s features at once. Thirdly, although finding problems in a
finished product is easy, it is too late by then to do anything about the design. Finally, if
manufacturers can get away with selling products that are difficult to use, it is not worth
the effort of any one of them to make improvements.

Some manufacturers say they concentrate on providing a wide range of features rather
than on making the machines easy to use. But that gives rise to the question, “Why can’t
you have features that are easy to use?” The answer is you can. Good design practice is a
mixture of specific procedures and general principles. For a start, designers should build an
original model of the machine and try it out on typical members of the public—not on col-

leagues in the development laboratory. Simple public trials would quickly reveal many de-

s g e
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sign mistakes. In an ideal world, there would be some ways of controlling quality such as

that the VCR must be redesigned repeatedly until, say, 90 per cent of users can work 90

per cent of the features correctly 90 per cent of the time.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

The author had trouble operating his VCR because

A. he had neglected the importance of using the timer

B. the machine had far more technical features than necessary

C. he had set about using it without proper training

D. its operation was far more difficult than the designer intended it to be
According to the author, manufacturers

A. should add more useful features to their machines

B. often fail to make their products easy to use

C. should make their appliances as attractive as possible

D. often fail to provide proper training in the use of their products

It seems that manufacturers will remain reluctant to make improvements unless

A. they can do so at a very low cost

B. they find their machines hard to operate

C. they have difficulty selling their products

D. they receive a lot of complaints about their machines

According to the passage, before a VCR is sold on the market, its original model
should be tried out

A. among ordinary consumers who are not technically minded

B. among people who are technically minded

C. among experienced technicians and potential users

D. among people who are in charge of public relations

One of the reasons why VCRs are so difficult to use is that

A. the designers are often insensitive to the operational complexities of their machines
B. the range of features provided is unlimited

C. there is no ideal way of controlling quality

D. their designers often ignore the complaints of their users

Words & Expressions:
timer n. EHT2F

Directions: In this section, you are required to read one blog and the comments on

it. The blog and comments are followed by questions or unfinished statements, each with

four suggested answers A, B, C and D. Choose the best answer and mark your answer on

0100
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the Answer Sheet.

Being born in the United States does not guarantee proficiency in English. Maybe you
knew this, maybe you didn’t. But it was new to me. Here’s what I learned.

This month, the Los Angeles Times wrote about California’s status as the first state
in the country to create a program aimed at improving the language skills of students who
are struggling to learn English, a group known as English language learners (ELLs) . In
this case, the students targeted are long-term English language learners, likely having
lived in the country for years—possibly their whole lives—without being able to speak the
language fluently. What caught my eye was the opening anecdote: “I should be more confi-
dent in English because I was born here, but I'm embarrassed that I haven’'t improved my-
self,” said Dasha, a junior at a Los Angeles high school.

Is Dasha a rare native-born American student who struggles with English even as she
progresses to the upper grade-levels? Or is she part of a larger community, a notable sub-
set within the ELL student population?

The answer, definitively, is the latter. The overall percentage of students ageing six
through 21 in grades kindergarten through 12 who were born outside of the U.S.is 4.7
percent, or 2.37 million students, according to research by the Migration Policy
Institute’s Jeanne Batalova that uses 2012 Census data. But the percentage of U. S. students
who are considered English language learners is nearly double that: 9.1 percent, or 4.4
million students, according to 2013 U. S. Department of Education Data. While the two fig-
ures come from different data sources, it’s clear that a large percentage of English lan-
guage learners were born in the U. S.

Comment 1 ;

A very likely condition. A child can be born in the United States with immigrant parents who
do not speak English and never will. The child will very likely learn to speak English fairly
decently but will not have a family source to correct and refine their English pronunciation
of certain words, syntax, the proper use and meaning of English words and extend the
child’s English vocabulary. English is a fairly complex language to learn for any child.

Comment 2 :

On the other end of the scale, the best English students have always included a signif-
icant proportion of first-generation immigrants, in my anecdotal experience. Children who
immigrate with middle or upper-middle class families before the age of ten often outperform
not just native-born but also actually native speakers, suggesting that economics are a fac-
tor throughout the academic gamut. It’s also possible that learning a grammar as you learn
a language leads to better outcomes.

Comment 3 :

1 have seen this pattern as a 6th-12th grade teacher, too. The key is to teach parents

to raise their kids in their native, home language, including reading to them in the home
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