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Preface

In March of 2014, President Xi Jinping pointed out in his speech delivered in the headquarters of
UNESCO, “Having gone through over 5000 years of vicissitudes, the Chinese civilization has always kept
to its original root. Unique in representing China spiritually, it contains some most profound pursuits of the
Chinese nation and provides it with abundant nourishment for existence and development.” The Chinese
traditional culture is just like trickling water irrigating and nurturing the spiritual realm of Chinese people.
In the long and splendid picture of Chinese cultural history, the contributions of great thinkers are the most
glorious chapter.

The wisdom and philosophies of these great thinkers crystallized culture, philosophy and art in our
Chinese civilization: Confucian “benevolence”, Mohist “universal love”, Taoist “modeling itself after
Nature” and the military teaching about “attaining victory in war without fighting” are still holding the
stage. These fascinating thoughts constitute the cornerstones of an ideal world that Chinese people dream
of having. These spiritual assets not only belong to Chinese people but also constitute an integral part of
the world civilization.

As an important window in modern times, Shanghai has assumed a mission to demonstrate the
brilliance of Chinese culture. To construct a dynamic international cultural metropolis and to promote
Chinese culture to the world, Shanghai needs a mind so open to the entire country and entire world and a
mind so tolerant as the vast ocean admitting hundreds of rivers.

The Pictorial Biographies of Great Thinkers supported by The State Council Information Office
and Information Office of Shanghai Municipality is a close cooperation between Information Office
of Shandong Provincial People’s Government and Information Office of Henan Provincial People’s
Government. This series in Chinese painting style simplified the complicated history into simple stories,
revealing the beauty of human nature as well as artistic creation. The ink painting presented vividly the
personalities of great thinkers, attracting readers to explore their great thoughts and ideas. The pictorial
biographies helped open the door of Chinese traditional culture to the world, and this attempt also
provided a new carrier and channel for cultural exchange.

The brilliant Chinese culture is fascinating. Like the pursuit for reason, freedom and beauty in
ancient Greek humanism, the legacy from these great thinkers is also the cultural assets shared by the
whole humanity. It is hoped that readers can embark on a journey to explore traditional Chinese culture
through reading these books.

September 2014
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. Mozi's ancestors changing their residences

. Mozi's ancestors settling down in the State of Jin
* Mozi studying diligently

© Mozi learning rituals

* Mozi reading hard in seclusion

Mozi spreading his ideas

- Mozi teaching his disciples

: Mozi criticizing Geng Zhuzi

- Lecture tours loaded with books

- Mozi meeting the Duke of Lu

- Mozi advising the Duke of Lu

© Mozi parting from his friend and heading for Qi
© A dialogue with a diviner

' Mozi meeting Lu Ban

* Lu Ban supervising the construction of the scaling ladder
Mozi hurrying to Chu

- Mozi arguing with Lu Ban

- Mozi meeting the Duke of Chu

- A battle of wits between Mozi and Lu Ban

- Mozi defeating Lu Ban

- The Duke of Chu questioning Lu Ban

" Mozi and Lu Ban having a conversation

- Mozi meeting Duke Hui of Chu

- Mozi saying goodbye to Mu He

- Mozi leaving Chu to travel

- Gongsun Kuan pursuing Mozi

- Mozi meeting Gongsun Kuan

Mozi debating with Gongsun Kuan

- Mozi convincing Gongsun Kuan
- Mohists on lecture tours

Gongshang Guo meeting Mozi
Mozi scolding Gongshang Guo
Gao Shizi meeting the Duke of Wei

- Mozi praising Gao Shizi
- Mozi in prison

Mozi preaching in his later years
Disciples leaving Mozi
Mozi on sickbed

- Mozi with ordinary people
" Mozi looking far into the distance
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" Mozi's ancestors changing their residences

- Mozi's ancestors settling down in the State of Jin
. Mozi studying diligently

: Mozi learning rituals

Mozi reading hard in seclusion

- Mozi spreading his ideas

- Mozi teaching his disciples

- Moxzi criticizing Geng Zhuzi

" Lecture tours loaded with books

- Mozi meeting the Duke of Lu

© Mozi advising the Duke of Lu

© Mozi parting from his friend and heading for Qi
. A dialogue with a diviner

- Mozi meeting Lu Ban

Lu Ban supervising the construction of the scaling ladder
- Mozi hurrying to Chu

- Mozi arguing with Lu Ban

- Mozi meeting the Duke of Chu

A battle of wits between Mozi and Lu Ban

- Mozi defeating Lu Ban

- The Duke of Chu questioning Lu Ban

- Mozi and Lu Ban having a conversation
- Mozi meeting Duke Hui of Chu

- Mozi saying goodbye to Mu He

- Mozi leaving Chu to travel

Gongsun Kuan pursuing Mozi

- Mozi meeting Gongsun Kuan
' Mozi debating with Gongsun Kuan
. Mozi convincing Gongsun Kuan

Mohists on lecture tours

- Gongshang Guo meeting Mozi

Mozi scolding Gongshang Guo

" Gao Shizi meeting the Duke of Wei
Mozi praising Gao Shizi

- Mozi in prison

* Mozi preaching in his later years

* Disciples leaving Mozi

- Mozi on sickbed

- Mozi with ordinary people

- Mozi looking far into the distance
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Mozi's ancestors changing their residences
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The ancestors of Mozi could be traced back to Prince
Muyi, an aristocrat in the State of Song . Muyi was a famous
statesman and militarist. When Muyi died, his son Gongsun You
succeeded him; Gongsun You’s son Yu Shi, succeeded Gongsun
You. In 576 B. C., Yu Shi escaped to a place called Pengcheng
due to his failure in infightings.
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Mozi's ancestors settling down in the State of Jin
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[n 572 B.C., The State of Song jointly with the State of Jin ~ which is known as the Mo’s relocating in history. Later,one clan
and several vassal states laid siege to Pengcheng. After having  of Mozi's ancestors moved into the State of Xiaozhu and they

given in to Jin, Yu Shi was housed in a place called Huqiu. The  were reduced from aristocracy to ordinary people.

ancestors of Mozi relocated in Jin and settled there ever since,
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Mozi studying diligently
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About 468 B. C., Mozi was born in a peasant’s ~ went on, Mozi found that what he had learned was
family. Young Mozi worked as a shepherd and a  inadequate and decided to visit all the great masters
carpenter to make a living. Despite the poverty he to learn the art of governing a country.

was born into, he received some education. As time
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Mozi learning rituals
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Upon the request of the Duke of Lu, Duke Ping of Zhou  in Lu. Mozi learned rituals from Shi Jiao’s offspring, recited
sent Shi Jiao, an official historian in charge of rituals, to the State ~ The Book of Poetry and The Book of Historical Documents and
of Lu. Duke Hui of Lu asked Shi Jiao to stay in Lu, so did his  practiced rituals as other Confucians would do.
offspring. Therefore, the rituals of Zhou style were passed down
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Mozi reading hard in seclusion
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Through continuous learning, Mozi found that Confucian
rituals were overelaborate, and he began to question their
necessity. He gave up the learning of Confucian teaching, and
continued to travel around to pursue the ideal thoughts. During
his traveling, he collected a lot of books worthy of investigation,
and developed his own claims. Mozi took these books with him
and read them carefully.



