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Module 1

Education

Unit 1 History of Education in China

Galaxy of Terms

Confucianism B8, LT
the Spring and Autumn and Warring States BRI

the Four Books and the Five Classics IR TR TR

the Great Learning K

the Doctrine of the Mean Gl

the Confucian Analects wiE

the Works of Mencius Tt

the Book of Poetry [

the Book of History ik e

the Book of Rites flic

the Book of Changes Ji 5

the Spring and Autumn Annals K

Civil service exam BIs /55 %R IHFER25%3 (Inperial Examination )
Opium War 7 I 5

the Nine-year Compulsory Education JEEXBHE

Many scholars believe that the history of education in China can be traced back to the
16" century BC during the late “Xia Dynasty” (1523-1027 BC). During this period of time,
education in China was the privilege of the elites. During the Spring and Autumn and Warring
States periods (770-221 BC), the curriculum of Confucianism were mainly based on the Four
Books and the Five Classics. The Four Books and the Five Classics were the acknowledged
subjects of the Confucian culture in the feudal society in ancient China. The Four Books refer to
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The Great Learning, The Doctrine of the Mean, Confucian Analects and the Works of Mencius.
And The Five Classics includes The Book of Poetry (also known as The book of Songs, The
Book of Odes), the Book of History, The Book of Rites, The Book of Changes, and The Spring
and Autumn Annals.

Confucianism probably is the biggest influence in education of China throughout the entire
Chinese history. Later in Han Dynasty, a form of public education system was established. Not only
elites from upper class families can study in school, common man can also use education as a path
to become a better man, known as gentleman.

In Confucianism, a gentleman (Chun Tzu) considers what is right, when the peasant
considers what will pay. A gentleman trusts in justice and the peasant trusts in favor. A gentleman
is generous and fair, when the peasant is biased and petty. A gentleman looks within for guidance
and the peasant looks unto others. A gentleman is easy to serve, and hard to please. The peasant
is hard to serve, and easy to please. A gentleman is to know what we know, and know what we
do not know. The basic concept of gentleman in Confucianism often emphasizes the different
behaviors between the gentleman and the peasant. A peasant in ancient Chinese society can be
better described as today’s common man or average citizen. As a result, not everyone can be a
gentleman in ancient Chinese society. In fact, studying Confucianism itself was limited to very
few people in ancient China. Most of them are from ruling and upper class families. They were
the group of people in need to educate in the classic and understand morality. They needed to
understand why things have to be done as they had the duty to their families, ancestors and the
empire. Gentleman with knowledge will then carry out Chinese cultural traditions or even set
rules of society for others.

Civil Service Exam

On the other hand, the common people should follow the traditions and rules. In ancient
Chinese culture, there was no need for the common people to know why. For common people,
studying Confucianism and be a gentleman had been the most efficient way for them advancing
into upper class. During Han Dynasty, the first civil service exam was set up. Confucianism,
with no surprise, was one of the key subjects to study for the civil service exam. Provincial
schools were established countrywide and the Confucianism tradition of education was spread
all over China. “To enrich your family, there is no need to buy good land: Books hold a thousand
measures of grain.”

The civil service exam system from Han Dynasty had been used until the Qing Dynasty.
Changes had been made throughout thousands years of history, more western influence were
bought into the Chinese education system during the Qing Dynasty. With the humiliating defeat
under the hands of British army in the Opium War (1840-1842), scholars and government officials
suggested a major restructure of education system, developing new areas such as foreign language,
science and technology. In 1911, the Qing Dynasty itself was overthrown by revolution, and a

republican form of government was established. At that time, government completely abandoned
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Module I Education

the traditional way of education. New educational models from European, American and Japanese

were set up in China.

New Era

Before 1946, the country had only 1,300 kindergartens, 289,000 primary schools and 4,266
secondary schools. With the adoption of the policy of reform and opening to the outside world in
1978, basic education entered a new era of progress.

In 1985, the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party (CPC) issued the “Decision
on the Reform of the educational Structure”, laying down the principle that local governments
should be responsible for basic education. The new policy was an incentive for local governments,
especially those of the countries and townships. In 1986, the National People’s Congress
promulgated the “Compulsory Education Law of the People’s Republic of China”, thus placing
basic education in the country on a firm legal basis.

In 1993 the CPC Central Committee and the State Council jointly issued the “Guidelines
for the Reform and Development of education in China”, clarifying the directions and basic
policies for the development of basic education till the early years of 21* century. In early
1999, the State Council ratified the “Action Plan for Educational Vitalization Facing the 21*
century” formulated by the Ministry of Education, laying down the implementation of the
strategy of “invigorate China through Science, Technology and Education” and drawing the
blueprint of reform and development for the cross century education based on the “Education
Law of the People’s Republic of China” and the “Guidelines for the Reform and Development
of education in China”.

During the past 60 years since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, basic education
in China has gained tremendous achievements. Today, the Nine-year Compulsory Education had
been universalized in the area where 99.7% of the population inhabits, the highest rate among the E-9

countries.

Exercise

A Fill in the following blanks with proper words from the passage you have just read.
1. The Four Books refer to ; ; and

2. The Five Classics includes s , i and

3. The civil service exam system had been used from to

4. Education used to be the privilege of the  in old ancient times.

5. Common man can also receive education since  Dynasty.
B Translate the following into English.

FEERMLFOERIA TRABE RS, URK 2" #HE—-ERFEMPE.
HEETHNN, ERBENEERR, ALNIEHFGE T “BE%", EDRERIRAT
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C Supplementary Reading

Voucher Program

The United States Supreme Court has made an important decision about American education.
Last month, the court ruled that poor parents can receive public money to send their children to
private schools. These include religious schools.

Under this voucher program, the government helps parents send their children to schools that
require payment. American public schools are free.

President Bush called the Supreme Court decision on a great victory for American students
and parents. He says it provides children from poor families an equal chance for a good
education.

The American Constitution requires the separation of church and state. Five of the nine
Supreme Court judges ruled that an educational voucher program in Cleveland, Ohio, is
constitutional. The majority decision said vouchers are acceptable because parents choose which
school their child will attend. The government does not. The government provides only financial
aid.

Parents in the Cleveland Voucher Program can receive up to about 2,000 dollars. Critics
say this means that most families choose religious schools because they cost less than other
private schools. Almost all of the children in the Cleveland Voucher Program attend religious
schools.

The Ohio legislature enacted the Voucher Program in Cleveland after a federal court placed the
city’s schools under state control. The court did so because the schools were not providing students
with a good education. Supporters of school vouchers say the public school system is not helping
millions of minority children in big cities. Many parents whose children attend poor quality schools
support vouchers.

However, public school teachers and others oppose the voucher system. They say it is wrong
to take needed government money from public schools. They believe public schools should be
supported and improved.

Several other American cities have voucher programs. However, at least 26 state legislatures
have received proposals for voucher programs. Voters in several states also have rejected the use
of school vouchers. And recent opinion studies show that a majority of Americans approve of the

nation’s public schools.



Module 1  Education
Unit 2 The Present British Education System
Galaxy of Terms
state school ISSLEFRE
comprehensive school LR
grammar school SCEFRE
vocational school Rl
league tables FREG K
truancy ki, Wk
public school PN, WAYFASLERL
tuition rates R
Her Majesty’s Inspectors of Schools BREE
daycare H¥t
co-educational X B A2 TR (2L )
form FLR
GCSE ( General Certificate of Secondary Education )  H2EEE\ViEF
General certificate of Education-Advanced T FAKEM RS AE 45
GNVQ( General National Vocational Qualifications) [E Z L AR IED
polytechnics ZaBRFR
the Open University FERCR2E (R AFF, o/ IER0T )
correspondence BR#Z
residential school A il A
Bachelor of Arts (BA) Xt
Bachelor of Science (BSc) HRlEL
Master of Arts (MA) A
Master of Science(MSc) PR -
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) wEE+

Education in the UK is compulsory. Children are legally obliged to attend school from the age
of 5 (4 in Northern Ireland) to 16. In 1992 there were 9. 5 million full-time school/college students.

Parents can choose between sending their children to state schools or to private schools. State
schools are funded by local and central government. About 93% of pupils receive free education
from the public sector. The government also sometimes assists schools established by religious
groups.

Since 1993, parents have the right to express a preference for a particular state school for their
children. A system of “league tables”— comparative tables which rank schools according to public
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examination results, truancy rates, destinations of school leavers, and so on — are published in
order to help parents make choices. While children usually attend the school they live closest to,
now ambitious parents sometimes move to a different neighbourhood in order to be close to a well-
performing school. Needless to say, good schools attend to be in middle class neighbourhoods and
it is the wealthier middle classes who can most easily afford to move if they think it is necessary.

In the private sector there are independent schools which are commonly, but confusingly,
called public schools. (They were called public schools because they were originally seen as “public”
alternatives to having private tutors in aristocratic households. ) Independent schools receive their
funding through the private sector and through tuition rates, with some government assistance.
Independent schools are not part of the national education system, but the quality of instruction and
standards are maintained through visits from Her Majesty’s Inspectors of Schools. Parents choose
to pay fees in order to send their children to these schools because the quality of education is such
that their children have a better chance of getting into good universities and/or getting better jobs
when they leave school.

Up to age 5, children may have some pre-primary schooling in nursery schools, daycare, or
play groups. The government has no obligation to provide such facilities and so many are private
enterprise arrangements. However, the state realizes such provision is important, especially now
that many mothers work, and so they provide some financial support.

Between the ages of 5 to 11, pupils mainly attend state sector primary schools. These schools
are called co-educational or mixed schools because they admit both boys and girls.

From the age of 11 up to around the age of 19, students attend secondary schools. More than
80% of pupils in secondary schools in England and Wales attend mixed schools; 60% in Northern
Ireland; Scotland, nearly all.

About 90% of secondary schools are comprehensive schools which admit children without
reference to their academic abilities. Such schools provide a general education. Pupils can study
everything from academic subjects like literature and sciences, to more practical subjects like
cooking and carpentry.

Foreign languages are taught as an integral part of the National Curriculum, reflecting the
importance of Britain’s relationship with Europe.

Those children who do not attend comprehensive schools attend grammar schools instead.
Grammar schools select children, usually at the age of 11, through an examination called “the 11-
plus”. Those who show academic potential are admitted to the grammar schools where the emphasis
is on advanced academic work rather than the more general curriculum of the comprehensive
schools. In Northern Ireland the grammar school/non-grammar school division is still common, but
throughout the east of Great Britain grammar schools are becoming increasingly rare.

After 5 years of secondary school education, (at about age 16) English, Northern Irish and
Welsh students sit their GCSE exams (General Certificate of Secondary Education). GCESs are
the main means of assessing pupils’ progress in their final 2 years of compulsory education. Based

on these results, pupils then decide what avenue of education they would like to follow. They have
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a number of choices. At the age of 16, they can decide to quit school and find a job; or they can
prepare to sit exams for university entrance; or they can concentrate on vocational training. Every
16 &17 year old is guaranteed a place in full-time education or training.

Pupils who hope to attend university carry on their academic study in the sixth form for a
further two years and then sit A-levels exams (General certificate of Education-Advanced). Most
pupils try to achieve 3 or 4 A-levels in the subjects they are most proficient at. Since admittance
to universities depends largely on A-level results, the two years spent in the sixth form are very
important and often very stressful for British pupils. Among first year university students getting to
know each other, the most common question after “what’s your name?”” and “where are you from?”
is “what A-levels did you take?”

Other pupils who decide not to go to university may choose to take vocational training. The
vocational equivalent of A-levels are GNVQs (General National Vocational Qualifications), which

provide a broadly based preparation for work or for taking further vocational training.

Higher Education

British universities are public bodies which receive funds from central government. This
differs from the United States which, in addition to public universities, also has privately funded
universities which are often very wealthy. In the UK, the amount of funding each university
receives is based on its size, the number of the students it teaches, and the research it conducts. So
far, the UK has only one privately funded university, the University of Buckingham.

Higher education has a long history in the UK. Oxford and Cambridge date from the 12" and
13" centuries, while the Scottish universities of St Andrews, Glasgow, Edinburgh and Aberdeen
from the 14" and 15" centuries. The rest were founded in the 19" and 20" centuries. In the 1960s
there was a large expansion in the numbers of universities and many new universities were built.
In 1992 the number grew again when polytechnics and other higher education establishments were
given the right to become universities. By 2008, Britain had 129 universities.

University campuses are full of people of different ages and nationalities studying many
different things. In 2008/9 there were 1,540,035 full-time students, 305,885 degrees who came
from overseas. While most of the students are studying for their first degrees, about 268,000 were
working on postgraduate qualifications. There are about 117,465 full time university teachers paid
wholly from university funds.

UK educational institutions are world class. The excellence of their teaching, research and
scholarships is acknowledged worldwide. Such is the reputation of British education that, every
year, UK institutions attract hundreds of thousands of international students. Many who come
to study here pay for their courses privately and some receive financial help. UK government
departments and the developed administrations of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland offer a
variety of scholarships and other awards to help international students study in the UK. These
awards are a sign of the UK’s strong commitment to the rest of the world. They also show the UK’s
awareness of the many benefits that come from sharing the excellence of its schools, colleges and
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universities with visiting students and scholars from abroad.

Universities reflecting the trend throughout the education system, have traditionally been
rather elitist. Most students were from the middle classes, attended good schools, performed well
in their A-levels and received a fully-funded place in a university. In recent years, great efforts have
been made to increase the numbers and kinds of people that pursue higher education. For example,
whereas in 1980, 1 in 8 pupils went on to university, by 1990 it was 1 in 5, and by 2000 it was
to be 1 in 3. Access for mature students and students without traditional A-level qualifications is
widening.

The Open University offers a non-traditional route for people to take university level courses
and receive a university degree. People can register without having any formal educational
qualifications. They follow university courses through textbooks, TV and radio broadcasts,
correspondence, videos, residential schools and a network of study centers. Tens of thousands
of Britons, from housewives to coal miners, from teachers to ballet dancers “attend” the Open
University each year. It was the Open University which provided the inspiration for the founding
of China’s TV and Radio University. First degree course are mainly full time and last three years,
except in Scotland where they take four years. Degree titles vary, but usually one receives a
Bachelor of Arts (BA) or a Bachelor of Science (BSc), for a second degree Master of Arts (MA) or
Science (MSc) and Doctor of Philosophy (PhD). In the older Scottish universities, Master is used
for a first degree in Arts subjects, and in Oxford and Cambridge the BA converts to an MA several
years later, upon payment of a fee.

Exercise

A Fill in the following blanks with proper words from the passage you have just read.

1. Most of pupils receive free education from the

2. Pupils can study everything from academic subjects ina(n) ~ school.

3. Pupils who hope to attend university with their academic study should sit ~ exams.

4. There is only one privately funded British university, it is

5. Most of the full time university teachers are paid wholly from
B Translate the following into English.
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C Supplementary Reading

Oxford University

Oxford University is the oldest university in Britain and one of the world’s most famous

institutions of higher learning. Oxford University was established during the 1100’s. It is located in



