T WRITRITRF WA NS T e gt T B RS O LT aINTTE

SR P

Rl 0 o e Y uf"’f'.:' -mm‘m o hemt
1. heling ’-l’“:&- I‘E t .; o b s ! ‘-fhﬁ
i Y VNJ X\ t'l » . B , i
(‘.;_'r 1 ﬁ, w (. ‘&b{g E’g “’.‘{ B
i @gggﬁw i
i, ﬁ;ﬁ o P P PR ey Tty
e g dh«.n wmw-u w P e TR R g, 1
e - g B
ﬁtﬂb Ei:_:‘ ““ﬁ" ' k“‘“?;%”'-j [
« ﬁ{;»\s ‘ vu—-l: £ ,fm: v’hm IH‘l;:'lﬁg g ‘
i 0L Laeg 7p &Ju ‘%’ ‘E R g o "
B e Bl i, Kﬂﬁﬁj sﬁng’%@k R .:L' i,
f y 1 e W 1T Tt oS e il Iy
B i v-g:‘?nﬁ; i, Foiy WS el
: . # ‘,‘“:.Iz:@& 4 #%m-a’rs* o 9 g,m -
i (R E L L S e el Sl
Ch i), b ety | tELeRLed
Sl CEEEREE. e,

P £
Bieg

i 2

HER OB uE

+ B

4 k " 5
ﬁi Fudttly
el res

ki
2




HERFERI MR SRS BEEAA
Selected Works of Design Studio: Architecture, Urban Planning, Landscape
Tsinghua University

INFORMAL LIVING

P 51 s 41

Feedr HRNE FERE ShifisR MW

NEZEL N
it 7



mEE T

BRI E R R R A T R A TS MR A RN, I RA T H
IRAO R B3, T2 BRI R IR, TR WA R .
“PREIANE " R R AL R AR, DAL T A 1 R AT ik
NEERA R R EAE RS, SR W2 b BT SR, -8 AR
HIfFAEME, SIS T SRR T, 7 A i AT S HH RT3 A Fe R
NBEFRI T AR RE . RETEZHRRAR R B N —E & EUERATRATH
ST

WAL, B R, SNEREE: 010-62782989 13701121933

EHEmmE (CP) HiE

R AMEE / BEBe T San . - LA WA F L, 2016
(TEHEAFR MR ST ECEAB)
ISBN 978-7-302-42070-5

IO 1. O 1. ORI —#F5 V. OTUu2

[ A P P A CIP B A% 7(2015) 8264046 75

HfEHmE: AR gt K
HEmgit: ke
RERX: Eills
AEEDH: R

HAREIT: FEEA it
M ko http://www.tup.com.cn, http://www.wgbook.com
M oHb: dERUEEACEENIRE AFE BB 4D 100084
# B #: 010-62770175 BB Md: 010-62786544
BRBESIEERS: 010-62776969, c-service@tup.tsinghua.edu.cn
RERIE: 010-62772015, zhiliang@tup.tsinghua.edu.cn

Bl % #: JbnUanithal R e H AR A W

i 2EPERIN

: 165mm X 230mm BN 3k: 13 F H:22TF

W 2016 FF 1 A1 ML B s 2016 4F 1 HEE 1 IRELR

I 65.007C

Al F OH I
S5 !

FER&mS: 057358-01



BF: @ “BRER" 53
— G HERE

“ARHIONEE" BEEAFERFZWRARERITERNIER L —, HFEX
SH—FRARE. B 2011 FHRIZRELLE, (EAARERELENRE
ETNLEE , HIBEINIET BT IRRAERFN “FARE” @ “RAR” T,
N IBET RESEAR AR .

1. IRENSE: NFEEPEAEmRINE

BEEIHEH (REENELES ) NBY, BEANBIEAER
ERETH—ERLRRITHTE: FREHAR, RFHIRERER, &

THREEERIAN AKX 2, BAZEEFAE. ikiEh. 5K
&, EREBINATHNEEEHIESR. BikEE, THIFFSHW, 5
WMEFAIOFRFRE .

B —HPEERE—IRIRIREBIRE ( RESKARMERLEE) , Wik T —
PEIERERELEFAHHRER RS RFETNEE, RIFHRS
pEHESERENNSHRER, BEFLRA. SEAR, REARFHR/N
HBTEIRIE R SETEELIMER AMBT™, FRARMITATS LIRS
(), NBEEXER BT, JEEEENNEERE, ARSI
FRIFR THREL

P SEEERE L E PIERRIELR, TESRRERIRIR A SRR RIS AL,
SRCMNDRERNENFE, HPBWAE I HENREER—=F®
FEEFRIEAI T P ABLAR BARAT TS FOAEY »

NERRAHEHLE—+25F, ZH 7 FENEURE A TNES RN,
SHEFALS ST A PEHEN SSUSIE , 75 B S0E ‘B,
MYFEIREFESNE IR - SEZSERMFMBNRE, RO
BE 2T — L EAIIRRRIAIRIRZ 435, (BRR, —B%X,
TMYBNZ T IIEZ FHID ERRE | TR T 2 ABLURIE 242 B,



HEIGMEE | INFORMAL LIVING

S5HRFNBIZ, BT IFEIMNHECHTME, £5/SRMERENL
RiF. Rit=&ZIMtRNER, EHANF, BENS —RORMEEAND
REBEBERAMAIBERE, UREASRIEINEENSEAERTE
HORRME, XMEEAULBTRETEE—ENTi, BFERTAETER
WENEER.

FieR Pt BR “HFR" BB SIREERETAN ‘BE2R",
HIAARR—MZEEFE, EAEBNREFRENHSEN. MI2ES
B, EEEEPRIALEMBRIRKER B R4 E R AT stRAE AR
7, MAREESER, ‘BRER HHNEERSUEERERESRL
—HOIAEHALIFTE . RECNNFENE. R8T IHRENHEES
HESRESEAF—N . ERFEXMERSEBER 7T IgiHRE,
FLELEZADRI A E AL BRI PR B RV

2. mbRE: BHRABSHEREE

‘HESMNEE" MBEXERINXER— "BE" 1 “EH4 , mixE
SRR LUBHIEAE RGN, Hit, RRREWECESZ TR
ABHIRERERNEENZLD .

» MR THRIERE

EMEEHIRE, HXS5 ‘BREN HE XN, MHRAMREBES
REFMREMAR , ERWTHFATRT BB AR RIERIERIE,

EESME L IEEANRMERZERSNRRESISE, EAEEFES
HOREFRE S . AT, EIMAEEHAYBRISIST, WR—IE “F
27 BESINWTHRIE, WHIERA NGRS, BB,

BREIIEREE, BL. SE. FABEERXRTES, ZORSTR
—#, EEIEREEEFYIRNERN, FERANRHITeRETAR . Xt
NgErERERECNARIEDAESRY, EQISHT FR—ENTE
EE.

HEISHEE" BEFENEEERRAHTOREES, EURSENE
FURANRETNL, MEFTARIBTFA .



B [ EEER ¥I— ‘HHNNER BFHE
* HAREE?

SR ‘BRER USFFESNTENERSTN, EREROENADET
B, BERRASERERNERDR, XEmhaRNEANIMN
£ BtR. AILAR, FREE 13IZAOMKE, PESFR—EIRRE
EERBHITE MBS, WHRERIAIER “—A—KK" , FINEFF
BER “—A—EE" , $5IR 20 2 90 FRLLK , lEREBRAINE
ERESFR, MINBERRERITRANE. A, AfEERRE
EFELEMIBAER, WTERANRSTHAISSENRITLE A RIRIFFSE
TR, ot | REAET FMERETRANERANR, 2
BFNRIEAENFRANELNTE, ENTEARNRRENERES

AR
R e

EBEARFRAFTUHED, BERRRER—FREENER, BFTH
MEFRENFRME, N—FR “BHEE" BENTERENER, T
THER “RIE RRRNSHERRNIEG, HmE=FE (ERAKSE
BRI HERERMUGESIE, RN EREFNEERNFEEE
RENFNRRE . RNSFBEEERANE, 2RRSHENTFRAM
IR BXERIESEANAITENER, T ARERNR
RADHTFAE NI ZAE .

“ERRISMNER" (EABRAZBRERRABNEZRNAENT, BUERHH
FHOEG E, SBA UK (IS, SRFEE(INRIFEEREAT,
BRENTRENESTHER, FSHERIMNRARRSLR.

(@A “UFEIG” ?

“OREISN A RRAENT T ARHIA " TSR0 P BRI, (F8 R
R NEAESSETEXEZNML, “FHER" BEBETEER
SEHHTHE, REEXEFRLCHECRBRZLESTFZERELE
Ko AT, MEEWEAERMNRER, SREHEENRMBERTZN.
BERRIEFRE—EINEK. SENEMERT ERKRAMBEXN FRHIE
18, LUSEARERSHHBAABINT 3 FRBAMKR, EiE3A T
FXIBER CAEERR. B, t2E0NEAESABIR, BEZIH



{KEISMEE | INFORMAL LIVING

HEAIE, IMESFNSEXRIMRER, XNFTEE “F5" HhEHE
SHPMRREN . RESIR LAASKNEE, FEHHIEEIEERRE
HERBNRONBEEIFEE ., STERMEREERET TR EEF
A%, meE—NEERANEHRTENERSBENRNERR T IRHENS
FENME.

XTI, FEQRRAIRRRTTERFTRERE M. LIRS AT
FERRMNPESESBIMX N, BARAEBBRSFELURKDMLBRIANR
SRR, BRESRI, AR 10% MARERSMRETS
0 EBET . KB FEE REER, BRTNMRARLSL, LIHEES
HitEhth 2EAEEENEERNS. B, EEtEfEERRSEIER
FRINRIFANE, tAKIBE SRR EEEM $Ba0 DRI RN EE,

FRERBEEERENMEERE. NRBARFEESTE—F, WA
BEHEFEHETE, SUNSETEABNGENE, NEERNERY,

FRERIESTMAAFFIHSIEE,

YEHISNEE" AN RERNERERIRRRD EN AR SRELIRRN
B, FEFEUER—RNESCMENREBE, BREHERIE
(ERIZHIFIES

- ‘BRER ZBHRFEMNE

BANKNERMA, ERFEHIEENSE, SRAIDIL? HFXAME,
SHRRTNRNFREEERE 2" 198, RTRENBEREBRTZ
ERNEIERR, MNHIIEEIHREREAR. BELIUSTIRE,
ERIMEETHRIR P RIFECREERENER, )\ ZER A AESFX
A, MRS RKABANGERELRNESRET, REHEAITAER
NEREHERR AT EFESNFEAEZE, FESEIEKMEE
HEEFEIRE, EAMNTNL, BEAREANEERRREHNL. KE
BRHE, REEAITERENELSRIVIACET R TR,

RMERELN “BRBR" , HPOUFRSERMIANBRE— T
ERRIRAHAIA. FERBREOEAES. FIRSFENZHORE, T8
RE DA ERRIGENN. FIRERRFER, ETHEEENREE



BF: [ ‘BRER" F3 “EHISMNBIE BEFREE

SAnECNIRENARAZHE PHLEREN. IE5k, ISR ‘8
AR NERFNMELEES | RHRESXE . ARERESHHEEE
BHERMADTIR “BhhA” (IR WIFPX” R, LABREELRAS.

EHEE I M A RN RSN HE L UH T T SRR E, BILE
SRENENER, SR ‘BRER R OEE, BERNET
HeEE, VRFPTRENETEE, RRET—F “IFE" HORRZE,

EEHAEE.

HTELIRGRFNRNF EWIEFNZAERR, #EB45R. @ ‘B8R
#ER FIHLHIERE, SFENREFEZY, DEENHFERNRREREE,
IHABEKEIRESA? 7 L “ERESREIREENE? " Xk,
HNHEIFEEZER, ERMBNFIRBHNBEPAELHE—ERE
LEERT2ENNNE, MESBUBENEREZEEAN “BEREN" H

SLRIBEAFERIPRIEENE .

MARETESRS, “AHISNEE" IR SHIn Rt S, BARTXE—JIgIHRE,
FTERHEANBAZRALR, ERERMHFIRTE —SREIERER
W—RUFETRANERLRETE, RS ARNAEMRRIZN0%
LE#R.

3. HFER: BMEERMSEIH

EA—TIHRERIHRE, “BREINEE" REGEMISRMEANEAER,
LIRS FAEEEANEM, MROEWEDABFIES, UFFH. it
BEHREEE ., FERFERENEARNERYRIIERS, BrE
PRE—ERSRFAUSIIRRER , DRAZENREFT D AIFFFICIF=E

o RIBEE, OIRER
ERRENRFFERZHTEERE, MEEEPEDTERIE, &
ERIRATLARISRAOARE . SERAIARTERE IS HE, BEttadl

MELEE. EMRIDIESHSEERSHT, SMFESHRNREY
ZSMARRERRSXE, BEMRMENOMRELHMRR BT

B,




FHISMNELE | INFORMAL LIVING

« BEEEEAR R

RENREREDNTWRRIEND, “AREYNEE" BENTFEHRAR
BEBENHAR, BEFTETRIORZERHREREEIMN. XBH "YW
R . Bt WEFFEEEEND “IHAT 11 AHAT" Fa.

< FESIAZRER

BEDEREFER. INEZ, SR, e SRMAES T ER.
& “UREIONBM" HEPIESTENFENERMEIA, ERENEERT
PEORIT T W TF RN FROFIER, BEEHIL. t2FEEHHEE
RIFRBIINERS SHFINES, MRFENNGIFRNE .

* BRMINHE

MRERETETFHENEF, MAUXERITFENER, EME "8
zZUaRngEzLige" . NRERESEEERENLEIHESSE, ATH
RSV EIMRMEMBHA, RAT BRAIXNRFES %,
BNEBNEERESRNRETINNG, EEHGREEREES. £EMNR
itidigd, WINHBEHIEERE, RMEGRROE, BIAbEE
BR, EIFHINBE—SLR N, BEREEE. IVRIBREE.

4. WERERIE: EMSFRNIE
* RESWRIF

BEEMERE, FEITREERFANNEL, F2E 18 FrNRET, ALIEH
WEERIRAISEIRBIME IAOHE Sk, SFE(EEbErEER
=SB TIARH AR AMEHES LM ERKNEMRERTIE. WEE
A AE RS SANVES AR - FR( HEAEA RIS BRI T kM SHHESBE .

MYE—MRIHER, BENEIREEDBIRAHER. BIREFFEENS
MtZRBRELN, LEHTERIMTSENAEXRE. BAXERITERE
EEFHERERSE, SO FREEERMY, EFL "SIt , BRE



BHF: [ ‘BRER FI— “FHINEE" BFHEE

PRALNATNESHNIDERS ET, AZNS—MHENAZTEN *5
B3R FRIARIE? BIFFEEANER, FEIMRITSEIERATAINET
455, B, bIA0RBRISS D 2EERIFR .

« ERSEHT

“AHISNEET MARPREEEFSER +-R" BREY, BaihERHT
AT EIREUAIT Mz, (NLUESAB), BRI, RS SuEHF
XBE&—1HHiE, EEREIETRLrmBrm “5E" — M NEk.
RUEHPNPREERESN, BATRSAMINEEKTE, AMBFRE
EVNSSEMMEAR, RANHEEERTEREER, EENEEHER
HIERT, AR R E T P AL R A RSB THH A IR T
FSOIERR, TP RETRAOMREEREEN, "BERE" X
E2fE, FEAERERENABRSEEREILAR, BT X— ‘BRIE" .
AHFRELRER, LREEIBEEFNARFDARTE, HEXKTREMN
EEAT RN A . TEER, WRE—KEHRSHE TIRKESE, 8
BTRE. RLARE, BAINEFESENELER?

ERSENEARENES, BENE, ENRSDENRELEHE, R
HP=EESET LHHARME, BESH, BIDIEMHEERZS. A&
HISMEE" FOBF LRI —REMS WAL, BERIFEZRBRIE
BNE. BARRNBSRBEILEFRD, ERIFENVRIBZZEREN—H
AR LSRR, FEEBIRIFTAENHTIIARRMEZ .

5. 55if

70 Fal, REARELINEERZERFZW, L ‘BEEHE" EABA
NESBE, FERRFANLBR ETRENDEESR. 14, SMIA
REARNFZENESELR], BHESENELRSH, NEETEM
T, BAEFNRGBEHEZRNMBEE, ERE(1PIEFE
AR EHIEREAGABES XN, A0
=
2015 5 5 B Fig%RE
B ABNEETERARNBESHRER, NS FEEZOTENE!




PREFACE: LEARNING FROM “SPONTANEOUS
BUILDINGS”

—Teaching Essays of “Informal Living”

“Informal Living" is one of the topics to be selected in the design course for
architectural first-year graduate students of Tsinghua University. Since its
launch in 2011, this topic, as a pathfinder and practitioner of educational
reform for graduate students, has witnessed the transformation of master
students from “academic” to “application-based” cultivation and also the
deepening process of China’s urbanization.

1. Origin of course: Talking about two television works

| have seen a movie titled “Slumdog Millionaire” that | cannot remember
its exact content. However, | was deeply moved by a group of scenes:
In the beginning, children chased by police are running among short
and worn-out “shantytowns™ of Mumbai. Despite the overcrowded space
with garbage and sewage around, the visual angle in the movie is full of
interesting mysteries and surprises under sunlight and within shadow,
resembling a paradise in children’s heart.

“"Happiness Life of Talkative Zhang Damin”, another Beijing-style
blockbuster TV series, narrates the vicissitudes of an old Beijing's family
during the fast urban growth along with China's reform and opening up
to the outside world. In that play, many scenes were shot around the
courtyard-style buildings where they lived. As children grew up and formed
their own families, such an overcrowded single-story house could hardly
sustain their dignity. For this reason, they began with a smart expansion
and a creation of space, such as, hanging their TV set on the ceiling and
building a house surrounding a tree. Human's wisdom seemed to be
played to the best.

Both stories suggested the implication of seeking joy amid hardship. They
brought about laughter while sharply hurting people's heart. Although they
took place respectively in India and China, they described the same heavy
topic - those ignored corners and people, in a modern city that seemed
glamorous.

| have engaged myself in architectural education and practice for
two decades. During that period, | personally underwent the “prime”
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development stage of China's fast-changing urbanization. Certainly as an
architect, | took part in many projects of urban renewal, including demolition
of “urban villages", transformation of “shantytowns” and planning of
residences in conformity with modern life concept... Each time when | enjoy
the sense of achievement from these works, | also feel a faint of discomfort
- if those old streets and outdated buildings standing for current state were
demolished, it not only separated the years' history context but also broke
the social ecology that many people lived on. Moreover, similar feelings
came to me when | participated in rural reconstruction and visited typical of
famous urbanization projects in Jiangyin. Despite the guide's enthusiastic
explanation about the new community with good planning and complete
equipment, what | saw there was old furniture and idle agricultural tools
forcibly stuffed in modern residence, as well as hopeless eyesight of the
elderly who were glazing those strange high-rise buildings outside the
windows. Their hopelessness was not only attributed to the fact that they
had lost their land that had came all the way with them, but also losing the
sense of belonging concerning the living environment.

Whether in “urban villages” or “shantytowns”, those “spontaneous
buildings" seemingly incompatible with modern life are not merely a type
of spatial existence, but more importantly is its social significance deep
inside. On social ecology, people from the lower classes living there
constitute an indispensable part of social life; on the other hand, from
the perspective of environmental ecology, the particular spatial form of
“spontaneous buildings” can hardly be replaced by simplified modern
urban planning. To retrospect, the value of their existence is just a threshold
that no country can detour in the urbanization process. It's with such
confusion and consideration that we opened the design course, in hope of
re-considering what we'd neglected, from the viewpoint of architects.

2. Core attention: Special population and specific residence

“Informal Living”, as the name suggests, highlights two concerns -
“residence” and “outside the system”, which always take the city as its
background and carrier. Hence, the core of this course is to explore special
population and specific residence under the background of fast-growing
urbanization.

* Dilemma of modern cities

Dating back to the origin of cities, it corresponds with “spontaneous
buildings": gradually agglomerated by people according to the productive

12
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relations. Traditional cities, as carriers of diversified population and
activities, generally present the characteristics of ambiguous land
properties and promiscuous spatial forms, forming the unique and rich
charms. However, if we blindly introduced the “scientific” concept into
city construction guided by modernism ideas of urban planning, urban
functions would be divided simply, land properties no longer ambiguous
and buildings strictly controlled subject to spacing, regression line, height,
form and even color. Consequently, spatial form would be cookie-cutter,
and we wouldn't possess the original urban features any longer while we
tried to realize the wonderful intention of healthy life. This phenomenon had
become overwhelming in the developing process of China's fast-growing
urbanization, which has resulted in the serious consequence of cookie-
cutter cities.

Through the course of “Informal Living”, students are expected to straightly
face the dilemma of modern cities, and build up active and comprehensive
values of architecture and urbanization. To this end, we need to start with
renewing our recognition of cities.

* Why choosing residence?

In spite of its diversified social value, the core significance of the
phenomenon “spontaneous buildings” is the housing problem. Residence
is not only the original intention of human’s constructions but also the basic
driving force and ultimate aim of urban development. It should be said
that China, as a great nation with 1.3 billion people, has made unremitting
efforts in solving the housing problem. From “one person, one bed" in
the early days of New China to “one person, one room" after the reform
and opening up, Chinese people's housing status has been improved
greatly, especially along with the residential policy reforms and commodity
housing development since the 1990s. However, the residential buildings
in the early period mainly targeted at quantitative growth, and have started
to focus on diversified users in recent years, such as “Tulou collective
housing”, “capsule apartment” and others projects specific to special
users. These projects coincide with the affordability and needs of young
people who have just entered the society. Their enlightenment for the
residential architecture development deserves our careful pondering.

In the professional education of architecture in Tsinghua University,
residential architecture always serves as an important clue running
through different stages from undergraduate to graduate. From “my
room" emphasizing the understanding to spatial dimension and scale
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for freshmen year to “villa" highlighting the training of relationship
between buildings and environment for sophomore year, and then to
“residential planning and housing design” lecturing the methodologies and
specifications of residential district planning for the junior year, what we're
doing is to help students establish a systematic knowledge framework
from a different dimension and level. Throughout Tsinghua's education of
residential building for years, what's been emphasized most is to impart
the concept of modern planning and design as well as the methodology of
related national regulations and specific application, but in slight shortage
of in-depth analysis and research on different users.

“Informal Living", as an important supplementary linked to Tsinghua's
education of residential architecture, was established on the strength
of previous teaching. Following the concept of "human orientation”, this
encourages students to explore the real needs of different users for
residence and look for targeted architectural solutions.

* What is “outside the system”?

“Outside the system” is inevitably relative to “inside the system”. In the
process of China's urbanization, government dominance “inside the system”
plays a vital role. "Inside the system” works well with its advantage in strong
execution. Since the reform and opening up, urbanization has developed so
fast that many countries can never catch up. However, as the urbanization
development is deepened, troubles hidden behind the scene become clear
gradually. For instance, the cookie-cutter residential buildings and high
housing price have suffocated the dream of low-income groups pursuing
a home; the automobile-oriented urban layout increases its dependence
on traffic, which makes life a suffering traveling on the way. Similarly, the
changes in social structure are also worrisome. Along with demolishment
of extant buildings or relocation of inhabitants, the years' neighborhood
relationship breaks up, and this has far-reaching effect on China's society
highlighting “family ties". In retrospection, the above phenomena are
attributed to the long-term and one-way thought of urban land policy and
residential development. The land properties are so simply pure that the
effective utilization rate of land has been lowered. However, the simplified
residential mode obliterates the vivid and abundant personality of cities
while rejecting the mixed residence of different stratums.

It's impossible for modern cities to solve the housing problem in just

one way. To take Hong Kong as an example which has enhanced the
development of public housing earlier, although the government has

14
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energetically planned and constructed public housing typical of welfare
oriented housing for years, more than 10% of its people still select “caged
house" or "wood house” with extremely harsh conditions, according to the
statistics. In addition to price factors, convenience for working and other
reasons have become the important contents that users concern highly.
Similarly, Singapore has made a success in promoting the construction
of welfare housing, but a part of low-income groups prefer to live in Johor
Malaysia because of cheaper types of residential building there. Like
the ecological balance in the nature, urban population also resemble the
social balance. Only if people value and respect the existence of different
population and acknowledge the difference of needs, can we truly realize
the social ideal in which everyone is equal.

The object of study of “Informal Living” targets the people that haven't
been concerned before or the problems that are hardly solved in residential
construction. Students are hoped to shake off their dominant and subjective
conventional thinking and expand a new concept of urban development
and residential construction.

» Architectural value of “spontaneous buildings”

What is the origin of building? Who is the real creator of a city? Is it an
architect? For this question, architects are not confident to answer it “Yes".
Undoubtedly, buildings rooted from spontaneous buildings by the folks,
while cities created by the people after all. Along the city development
in modern times, architects are playing an increasingly significant role in
urban construction, from single construction to overall planning. However,
compared with traditional cities developing through long-term natural
and historical accumulation, ideal cities were the creation of architects’
pioneering work in the early period, which showed greatness in the
beginning but then often suffered from the long but painful process of
social construction. Brasilia is just a case in point, so is the construction of
those ever bustling satellite towns. The reason behind is that modern cities
under the subjective creation of architects lack of something.

However on the contrary, the seemingly confusing “spontaneous buildings"
seem to imply a certain kind of natural order - the maximized use of
spatial resources, almost perfect cost control, local rules and folk customs
under the benefit balance, all of which have formed the hidden rules of
their development to a certain extent. Especially on architecture, those
buildings imply rich wisdom and smart thinking of folks, which could hardly
be obtained from the modern architectural education. In recent years, the
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question how to regard the architectural value of “spontaneous buildings”
has been receiving more and more attention. When a majority of China's
cities are still energetically eradicating “urban villages” and demolishing
“shantytowns” in a simple and crude manner, cities in South America,
represented by Rio de Janeiro in Brazil and Medellin in Colombia, have
made diversified exploration in this field. On the premise of respecting
the existing environment, those cities have developed a targeted solution
solving core problems of “spontaneous buildings”. They have found out a
“special” way of effective social improvement and special urban features
protection. This is worthy of our reference.

For students who have received the systematic and scientific cultivation of
architecture, it is not easy to transform the thinking mode and learn from
“spontaneous buildings”. At the beginning of this course every year, new
students are confronted with the same question, "Why shall we concern
those poor people?" “What value do those rundown urban villages have?"...
As to this problem, we think it very understandable after all: the superior
learning environment and pure life experience have restricted the vision of
students to a certain extent. However, the key way to become an excellent
architect is actually to think from a different perspective and shake off the
overbearing “idealism".

In nature, the society is the instructor of “Informal Living". Although it is a
design course and requires a specific architectural solution, we are always
clear about its core objective in the whole process of teaching, namely, to
help students deeply understand social life and build up the philosophy of
serving people.

3. Teaching concept: To encourage independent discovery
and innovation

As a design course for graduate students, “Informal Living" agrees with
the integrity and complexity of selected topics. The teaching concept is
to enhance students' ability of independently discovering problems and
solving problems. The features are open and research-based teaching.
This course neither pre-defines specific users or construction places nor
restricts a uniform construction scale or requirement to achieve. The
purpose is to leave a room of sufficient research and innovation for students
as far as possible.

* Discover life, return to life

In teaching. students are required to walk outside the campus to make
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analysis and exploration in social activities. The topics may arise from
people, places or events, etc. covering every aspect of social life. The
whole design process synchronizes with social investigation, during
which students are encouraged to keep long-lasting communication with
and attention to research objects in multiple forms, and make feedback
about both ultimate results and by stage to verify social significance of the
research.

» Encourage questioning and introspection

Questioning and introspection serve as the source power to promote the
professional development. “Informal Living” gives priorities to the research
on special population and specific residence. What's to do first is to break
too many “conventionalities” that have been already formed during former
urban development. Hence, the determination of research topics generally
starts from “why" and “why not”.

= Highlight the introduction of interdisciplinary studies

With rich connotation and wide-ranging extension, housing problems
involve many disciplines including planning, society, economy and
humanity. Teaching of “Informal Living" attaches great significance to the
introduction of interdisciplinary studies. To this end, we set the learning
requirements for interdisciplinary studies in key links of this course
respectively and employ experts of urban planning, sociology and even
from departments of urban management and development division to
participate in teaching and guidance, so as to expand the research vision
of students.

» Advocate the enlightenment and seminar-based teaching

The education of graduate students focuses more on the cultivation of
working method, than on indoctrinating design techniques. Namely as
the old saying goes, to teach others the way of fishing is far better than to
present them fish. This course emphasizes the process of logic thinking
and empirical derivation, and adopts the enlightenment and seminar-
based teaching method to help students change their established ways
of subjective assumption. Students are required to undergo multiple
rounds of questioning and debating for their chosen topic, so that the
subject can become clear gradually. In the whole process of designs,
teachers are more like questioners than initiators, who drive students to
deepen their thinking step by step through continuous questioning and




