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Reading and Education
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Modern American Universities

Before the 1850s, the United States had a number of small colleges, most of which dating
Jrom colonial days. They were small, church-connected institutions whose primary concern was to
shape the moral character of their students.

Throughout Europe, institutions of higher learning had developed, bearing the ancient name
of university. In Germany a different kind of university had developed. The German university
was concerned primarily with creating and spreading knowledge, not morals. Between midcentury
and the end of the 1800s, more than nine thousand young Americans, dissatisfied with their
training at home, went to Germany for advanced study.

Some of them returned to become presidents of vemerable colleges—Harvard, Yale,
Columbia—and transform them into modern universities. The new presidents broke all ties with
the churches and brought in a new kind of faculty. Professors were hired for their knowledge of a
subject, not because they were of the proper faith and had a strong arm for disciplining students.
The new principle was that a university was to create knowledge as well as pass it on, and this
called for a faculty composed of teacher-scholars.

Drilling and learning by rote were replaced by the German method of lecturing, in which the
professor’s own research was presented in class. Graduate training leading to the Ph. D., an
ancient German degree signifying the highest level of advanced scholarly affainment, was
introduced. With the establishment of the seminar system, graduate students learned to question,
analyze, and conduct their own research.

At the same time, the new university greatly expanded in size and course offerings, breaking
completely out of the old, constricted curriculum of mathematics, classics, rhetoric, and music.
The president of Harvard pioneered the elective system, by which students were able to choose
their own courses of study. The notion of major fields of study emerged. The new goal was to
make the university relevant to the real pursuits of the world. Paying close heed to the practical

needs of society, the new universities trained men and women to work at its tasks, with
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engineering students being the most characteristic of the new regime. Students were also trained as
economists, architects, agriculturalists, social welfare workers, and teachers.
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@ EXPLANATIONS OF WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

date from to be traced since; to begin from !
shape v. to influence and determine the course and form of sth.
venerable adji.  of an old person or a thing, considered to deserve great

respect or honour, because of character, religious or
historical importance

faculty n. all the teachers in a university

by rote by heart; from memory, without thinking of the meaning

attainment n. sth. successfully reached or learnt

seminar n. a course or some sections of a course given in the form of
discussion and exchange of ideas

pay close heed to to pay close attention to

regime n. a particular type of government
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The College Experience
Going to college! What a thrill! It’s a trip that you have everything great that has seen and

heard about, if you make it so. It also is very serious business. To a great extent, you will be on
your own. True, there are an awful lot of people ready to help you, but generally you must take
the initiative and seck them out.

Most of you have decided on a career. Even though many of you will change your minds
later, the initial decision allows you to set class goals and pursue them step by step toward the final
objective of graduation. Such goals are essential for success. In advising students, I always tell them
to discipline themselves, to be prepared to study hard and keep up from day one.

Today’s world is full of precious knowledge, whether it be in the arts, literature, a
profession, or a vocational skill. College is your chance of a lifetime to explore these areas. Each
facet can be as exciting when discovered by you as it was when discovered by the original author
or explorer. Let yourself explore beyond your immediate career objectives. A student in auto
mechanics in most schools also can take courses in history, philosophy, music, or art. There is no
reason why a craftsman can’t be a great thinker, or an explorer into the vast areas of unlimited
knowledge. For a rich full life he or she should make the most of the opportunities at hand.

I hope that you have gathered by now that going to college means a lot more than earning a
grade. To limit your college experience will be a waste to you and to all of the people, past and
present, who have invested their pennies, dimes and dollars—often at great personal sacrifice—to
make educational opportunities.open for you. Putting it bluntly, college is a place to be greedy—
a place where you take all you can get and then some more.

Also consider this: Are you going to take a course to learn or are you going to take it only to
have it on your record? I talk to far too many students going to school just to get the credentials to
“get a job”. Again, they are cheating themselves. Get into the subjects in great depth to gain a true
understanding. Don’t be content to just skim over courses with “only to pass”. By taking the in-
depth approach you will be exploring many of the disciplines you will enjoy the rest of your life.

Let me share with you a final observation. The person doing an honest piece of work, the
work one can be proud of, is the truly happy person. This is true of the plumber, veterinarian ,
teacher, whatever. The agony of just getting by will eventually tear one asunder. The habit of
honest work and pride in your work can be established to a great extent in college.

Thus, as you stand on the threshold of your college career, commit yourself and stand by
that commitment. From the first day in class, discipline yourself to make learning fun, not a

chore, and to get the most from the educational opportunities open to you.

Sl S eonrar. englos -comer. com. o mode. gk 2rd =25 = omsy = oo
/ ‘2 Vet & ¢ 7



5 M eapaxe

EXPLANATIONS OF WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

initiative n. the first of a series of actions

initial adj. occurring in the beginning

pursue v. to make an effort to realize dreams or goals

facet n. a distinct feature or element in a problem

credentials n. (pl. ) documents showing that a person is what he
claims to be, is trustworthy, etc.

veterinarian n. a doctor who practices veterinary medicine

the agony of just getting by 4%t B it i B F B 3 k 69 KAb 4 £

asunder ady. into parts or pieces

threshold n. the starting point of a new state or experience

commit oneself to make a promise to take up some work or responsibility

discipline oneself to regulate one’s behavior under some rules

chore n. an unpleasant or tiring task
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How We Should Read a Book
By Virginia Woolf

It is simple enough to say that since books have classes—fiction, biography, poetry—we
should separate them and take from each what it is right that each should give us. Yet few people
ask from books what books can give us. Most commonly we come to books with blurred and
divided minds , asking of fiction that it shall be true, of poetry that it shall be false, of biography
that it shall be flattering , of history that it shall enforce our own prejudices. If we could banish all
such preconceptions when we read, that would be an admirable beginning. Do not dictate to
your author; try to become him. Be his fellow-worker and accomplice. If you hang back, and
reserve and criticize at first, you are preventing yourself from getting the fullest possible value from
what you read. But if you open your mind as widely as possible, then signs and hints of almost
imperceptible fineness, from the twist and turn of the first sentences, will bring you into the
presence of a human being unlike any other. Steep yourself in this, acquaint yourself with this,
and soon you will find that your author is giving you, or attempting to give you, something far
more definite. The thirty-two chapters of a novel—if we consider how to read a novel first—are
an attempt to make something as formed and controlled as a building: but words are far more
impalpable than bricks; reading is a Jonger and more complicated process than seeing. Perhaps the
quickest way to understand the elements of what a novelist is doing is not to read, but to write; to
make your own experiment with the dangers and difficulties of words. Recall, then, some event
that has left a distinct impression on you—how at the corner of the street, perhaps you passed two
people talking. A tree shook; an electric light danced; the tone of the talk was comic, but also
tragic; a whole vision, an entire conception, seemed contained in that moment.

But when you attempt to reconstruct it in words, you will find that it breaks into a thousand
conflicting impressions. Some must be subdued ; others emphasized; in the process you will lose,
probably, all grasp upon the emotion itself. Then turn from your blurred and littered pages to the
opening pages of some great novelist—Defoe, Jane Austen, Hardy. Now you will be better able



to appreciate their mastery. It is not merely that you are in the presence of a different person—
Defoe, Jane Awsten, or Thomas Hardy—but that we are living in a different world. Here, in
Robinson Crusoe, we are trudging a plain high road; one thing happens after another; the fact and
the order of the fact is enough. But if the open air and adventure mean everything to Defoe, they
mean nothing to Jane Austen. Hers is the drawing-room, and people talking, and by the many
mirrors of their talk revealing their characteristics. And if, when we have accustomed ourselves to
the drawing-room and its reflections, we turn to Hardy, we are once more spun around. The
moors are around us and the stars are above our heads. The other side of the mind is now
exposed—the dark side that comes uppermost in solitude, \not the light side that shows in
company. Our relations are not towards people, but towards Nature and destiny. Yet different as
these worlds are, each is consistent with itself. The maker of each is careful to observe the laws of
his own perspective, and however great a strain they may put upon us, they will never confuse
us, as lesser writers so frequently do, by introducing two different kinds of reality into the same
book. Thus to go from one great novelist to another—from Jane Austen to Hardy, from Peacock
to Trollope, from Scott to Meredith—is to be wrenched and uprooted; to be thrown this way
and then that. To read a novel is a difficult and complex art. You must be capable not only of
great fineness of perception, but of great boldness of imagination if you are going to make use of all
that the novelist—the great artist—gives you.

Thhe Second Commaon Reader

EXPLANATIONS OF WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

blurred adj. unclear, indistinct in form or expression

with blurred and divided minds R &4 # Jc £L64 42 %

flattering adj. showing or giving praise dishonestly

enforce v. to compel to behave in a certain way

banish v. to expel, to ban from a place, as a punishment

preconception n. an opinion formed beforehand with adequate evidence

accomplice n. a person who joins with another in carrying out a plan
(especially an unethical or illegal plan)

reserve v. to keep, to store

imperceptible fineness
steep oneself in
impalpable adj.

subdued adj.
mastery n.
trudge .

uppermost adj.

H oA ; B TR B 64 2 A

to devote oneself fully into

incapable of being perceived by the senses especially the
sense of touch

not very bright or harsh

great skillfulness or knowledge of some subject or activity
to walk heavily but firmly

at or nearest to the top
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be consistent with itself 5 & 844,58 FEX—4k
strain n. difficulty that causes worries or emotional tension
wrench v. to twist or pull violently or suddenly, especially so as to remove
(sth.) from that to which it is attached or from where
: it originates
be thrown this way and then that A& k& #e %
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