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Sherman Raskin

(Director, Professor, M.S. in Publishing Program, Pace University)

Congratulations to Wuhan University, the publishing department and all my colleagues who
have worked so hard to reach this momentous day of accomplishment. Thirty years of dedication to
educating students, fostering the publishing education and publishing profession is a noble mis-
sion that serves both China and the USA. Pace University is highly honored to have this unique
association with Wuhan University. We have made many friends and colleagues in Wuhan and we
share similar goals, a deep commitment to the mission of educating students who plan to enter the
profession of publishing and publishing education. Pace University and Wuhan University cherish
ideas and language, and they reach out to the community with the goal to educate.

Pace enjoyed its first contact with Wuhan University when Professor Lian Xiaochuan entered
the Pace graduate program as a candidate for the Masters in Publishing degree. He went to work
for 13 years at Springer Verlag and presently serves as Senior Staff Associate in the Publishing
department at Pace University. It was he who kindly brought Pace to Wuhan University introdu-
cing Pace to its distinguished publishing faculty. My first contact with a Wuhan faculty member
took place in the Pace faculty dining room in the 1990’s when I met Professor Huang Kaiqin, a
senior faculty member who then strongly suggested mutual cooperation between Pace and Wuhan
Universities.

Unfortunately, it took until 2003 for this idea to become reality. In the fall 2003, Prof. Xu
Lifang came to Pace as the first Wuhan University research scholar. She spent this year in resi-
dence studying marketing strategies, digital publishing, children’s book publishing and academic
publishing. Prof. Xu was also interested in the few publishing programs that existed in the USA
compared to the many that were flourishing in China. She made it her business that year to visit
Denver and meet Elizabeth Geiser who ran the Denver Publishing Institute. Ms. Geiser was also
an Advisory Board member of the Pace Publishing program. More importantly, Ms. Geiser
served as Director of Gale Research in the 1950’s and was a role model for women; there were
very few women who served in an executive capacity in those days. Prof. Xu wrote a major paper
on the publishing programs in the USA. Of course, she interviewed me as well.

Prof. Xu returned to China with a good understanding of the Pace publishing program and its
emphasis on experiential learning that prepared Pace graduates for the profession. In the spring
2004, Professor Fang Qing, then Chair of the Wuhan University Publishing department, joined
Prof. Xu and served as a Research Scholar for six months. He was also very interested in the
marketing courses. He taught marketing to both undergraduates and Wuhan publishing graduate
students. He and Prof. Xu had the opportunity to relate their ideas on education and publishing to

our colleagues, and the mutual cooperation between Wuhan and Pace became a reality. From
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2003 to present Pace has enjoyed research scholars in residence in NYC. Please let me list the
distinguished Wuhan faculty, who have been in residence at Pace, Professor Zhu Jingwen, Pro-
fessor Huang Xianrong, Professor He Ziyue, and Professor Yao Yongchun. All were assets to the
Research Scholar Program and Pace University.

The main goal of the research scholar program was to keep scholar teachers abreast of the
current trends and changes in the publishing industry and foster mutual cooperation between China
and the USA. Our mutual cooperation agreement was an important step in moving these issues and
fostering these goals which were to provide publishing educators the opportunity to conduct
research, plan conferences on current issues and themes that challenge the industry and permit
students at both universities to have greater opportunity to learn about the discipline.

Realizing the major changes that were occurring in the industry, Professors Fang, Xu and
Huang suggested that Wuhan and Pace University cosponsor conferences on Digital Publishing
every two years. The first conference took place in 2006. We are now holding the fourth in 2013.
Both our colleagues in Wuhan and NYC realized the urgency of this topic. The theme bears atten-
tion if the industry is to move ahead. Publishers must be aware of the challenge if they are to suc-
ceed with their businesses, and last but not least our students must be current if they are to obtain
jobs in the profession. In other words, the world of publishing is rapidly changing because of dig-
italization. Those publishers who resist these changes will not have a future in the industry and
publishing programs. If they do not alter their curriculum, they will definitely become obsolete.
The present time is challenging for publishers and publishing education. A serious question con-
fronting the industry and publishing education is whether books will exist the way we know them.
In the future, not so far away, will we all be reading with our iPads and iPhones. We will down-
load our textbooks, our favorite novels or our favorite books of poetry into an e—reader. In the
USA, this phenomenon is increasing every day and publishers and educators must make sensible
decisions about their products and their curriculum respectively.

The Wuhan/Pace University Digital Conferences have assisted faculty and publishers in
addressing new challenges facing the industry. Two hundred professionals worldwide have atten-
ded these conferences and return to their respective countries and businesses with valuable infor-
mation. In 2010, Michael Healy and David Pecker, distinguished professor of Pace University
addressed these challenges with his keynote address: “Seeking Permanence in a Time of Turbu-
lence: An Oversight of Recent Trends and Developments in U. S. Digital Publishing.” Tt is essen-
tial that our colleagues continue the discussion, and act to ensure the success of the industry and
the publishing programs that prepare the students for the industry.

The Wuhan/Pace Conferences assisted scholars and faculty in developing curriculum. Our
colleagues in attendance realized that new courses must be developed and that every department
should offer courses in digital publishing, e—books, and e—magazines as well as product manage-
ment and application. Traditional courses in editing, marketing, distribution, and production
must be current and reflect the digitalization changes which have made on the industry. In the

magazine field, students must be aware of current methods of advertising for e—magazines as well



as production methods for electronic products. Students must be adept at social networking to suc-
ceed today. Courses in social media would be beneficial. Multimedia labs must be up to date and
ideally every student should have an iPad and computer. The conferences gave new insight and
vision to their participants.

At the conferences, the scholarship of our colleagues reflected the changes in the industry
and professors sought to be current and up to date. There was a new perspective that was devel-
oped that reflected change and change was a major theme that permeated the conferences. The
ability to attract professional publishers from NYC assisted in creating dialogues with our col-
leagues from Asia and Europe. For seven years we have co—sponsored these major meetings that
foster new ideas and keep our colleagues current.

I congratulate Wuhan University and its colleagues who have done so much to foster mutual
cooperation between the USA and China. Happy 30" Anniversary! Congratulations on the 4" Dig-

ital Conference in Publishing 2013. Pace University and Faculty are proud to be a co—sponsor!
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