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A PWrief Bistory

The China Technical Association is an organization of young technicians, and is the only
organization in China for technmicians of all branches. The Association had her early formation
in October 1943, with 32 members, known ag the Technicians’ Club. During that difficult time
they had endeavoured to carry out their programmes on popularizing technical knowledge for
the public and research work among themselves, by publishing the “Popular Engineering”
Monthly, giving series of lectures on technical subjects, and establishing the China Technical
Rchool, Gradually, their members have inereas up to threz hundred.

Autumn of 1945, as the victory came, they realized the necessity of enlarging the club to
become China Technical Association. Meanwhile, in order to promote further recommendation of
technical knowledge to the public, an Industrial Exhibition was put under planning. The Ex-
hibition was soon carried out in the next spring, one week after the inauguration of the present
Association, which had taken place on March 17, 1946,

This first contribution of the Association, the Shanghai Industrial Exhibition, has attract-
ed universal attension here. After its termination, the Association’s constant programmes have
heen carried out guccessively:

1. Publication of the “Popular Engineering” Monthly, the only popular and practical
technical magazine here. The magazine contains articles covering all fields of engineering and
has a wide circulation of 6000 copies every issue, locally and abroad.

2. A technical school, the China Technical School. Regular classes on various technical
subjects are given every evening, including fundamental and selective courses. However, the
school hag to be suspended this term as the original campus was taken back by its owner.

3. Series of industrial lectures has been given set by set, each lasting two to three months.
During last two yvears six dets have already been given on Sunday mornings.

4. The Shanghai Brewage Products Co., organized by members of chemistry section,
manufactures mainly China sauece,

5. A Library, collecting more than 30000 copies of books and magazines, mostly U.S. and
British technieal periodicals, has been established.

6. A Chemical Laboratory, the China Chemical Laboratory, another enterprise of the
chemists members, renders service for all chemical analysis, mostly on industrial raw material
and products,

Vicits to local big factories are constantly arranged for members; in spring and autumn,
scope of visits is widened to Nanking, Hangchow, and even Taiwan. Cooperative system gervice
of daily supplies is also available for members. For constant information between the Association
and the members, and among members themselves, a CTA News is published twice a month.

Other important contributions of the Association to the public are the China Exports Ex-
hibition, and the most successful Industrial Models Exhibition, held this Double Tenth, together
with the first Annual Meeting of the Association. Various other items are under planning, to
be carried out accordingly whenever their economical situation permits.

Members of the Association include technicians of all branches: chemists, electrical
engineers, mechanical engineers, civil engineers, architects, textile engineers, mathematicians,
doctors, agricultural technicians, and those of industrial managements; most of them are work-
ing in government engineering offices, factories, public utility organizations, universities, and in-
stitutes. There are also college students and factory apprentices, called junior members. Total
number of senior and junior members amount to 2000. Famous technicians and experienced
engineers are honored as Fellows, among whom are Mr. T. K. Chao (Commissioner, PWB)
and Mr. T. C. Chao (Commissioner, PUB). by whose assistance the Association’s preliminary
economical foundation was laid,

The China Technical Association, as well as all technicians in this country, aiming to im-
prove the art of production, to popularize technical knowledge and to fit themselves better into
their posts for the nation’s reconstruction, cordially wish their work to be useful to the society
and the society in return to render them their support.
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SHANGHAI INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION
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