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FOREWORD

“In the plant kingdom, there is one kind of plant called bamboo, which is different
from both trees and grasses because of its unique biological characters”. Bamboo
is highly related to the daily life of Chinese people. There is an ancient saying that

“people cannot be one day without bamboo™.

Yangzhou is famous for its gardens and pavilions. Bamboo is very common in
the gardens of Yangzhou. It also adds flavor to the city landscape of Yangzhou.
Bamboo has become one of the characteristics and a signature that represents
Yangzhou. The two authors of this book — Chen Weiyuan and Zhao Yulong have
devoted into the cultivation, classification, teaching and studying of ornamental
plants for years. They have a special fondness and unique understanding of
bamboo due to years of research. I have received kind help from both of them

whenever I take friends at home and abroad to the Geyuan Garden for a tour.

The book Bamboo in Yangzhou is well illustrated and highlights the key points on
the characteristics among different bamboo species. This book is knowledgeable,
enjoyable and practical. It is valuable for its contribution to the research, culture
and application. It also contributes to the enrichment of Yangzhou landscape,
carrying forward bamboo culture, improvement of ecological environment and

development of tourism resources.

Ding Yulong
Feb. 28, 2014
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PREFACE

The ancient city of Yangzhou is one of the first 24 historical cities approved by the State Council of China.

Yangzhou has been famous for many dynasties for its rich history and cultural relics.

“If there are three fractions of moonlight in the world, two will always be shed upon Yangzhou.” The
Qing dynasty traditional opera writer Li Dou mentioned that, “Hangzhou stands out for its lakes and
mountains, Suzhou for its city, Yangzhou for its gardens and pavilions”. The Slender West Lake located
in Scenic Area of Shu Gang is one of the national places of interest and ranks as an AAAAA Level Scenic
Spot. The Geyuan Garden, the Ho Family Garden, the Tangcheng Relic Site and the Tomb of Puhaddin
were listed as conservation heritage sites of China along with Gaomin Temple, listed as one of the
national conservation heritage temples. Shen Fu, a Qing dynasty writer, complimented Yangzhou gardens
as beauty as paradise in his work, Six Records of a tranquil Life, because of the fantastic designing. As a

result, the popularity of Yangzhou garden architecture has spread worldwide.

Landscape design experts often compare gardens to having human-like features. They consider that
stones are the representation of bones, flowing water as the blood, the architecture as the face and the
plants as the frame that molds it together. Gardens in Yangzhou have a unique plant landscapes that
includes willows on the causeways, exquisite flowers, Osmanthus, bamboo, Mastixia, green poplar and
others. Among all of these, the most famous are the bamboos in the Geyuan Garden. This garden was
built in the middle of the Qing Dynasty. The salt merchant Huang Zhiyun bought the land and rebuilt
the garden as a private retreat. Out of his love for bamboo, Huang planted them all over the garden and
considered it as a symbol of pureness, loftiness and unyielding integrity. The shape of bamboo leaf is like
the Chinese character “ge”, which is half of the Chinese character “zhu”, meaning bamboo. So the name
“Geyuan” originates from this, meaning “half of the world’s bamboo is in this garden”. Recently, several
rare bamboo species were introduced by the landscape architects of Yangzhou. A specific scenic area for

bamboo was developed, making the bamboo in the Geyuan Garden more famous.

The characteristic bamboo gardens in Yangzhou are the Geyuan Garden, Zhuxi Park, Slender West Lake
Park, Sanatorium of Ministry of Railways in Yangzhou,Dayu Bamboo Park and among others. The
authors have been supported by the Science and Technology Key Projects of Yangzhou. More than ten
genera, hundreds of species of Bamboo were sorted out and compiled together in this book. This book is
a source and reference for professionals, students and other readers. .

The historical city of Yangzhou has attracted a lot of famous scholars, poets and artists. Because of its

beauty in posture and cultural connotation, bamboo has been highly appreciated by literary men and



painters in successive dynasties and the locals also hold this belief in high regards. The most outstanding
painter of the eight eccentrics of Yangzhou during the Qing Dynasty, Zheng Bangiao wrote a poem about
the bamboo in Yangzhou, which is rich in poetic flavor. The same as Moon in Yangzhou, they help better
understand the rich history and culture of Yangzhou. Because of this, we have named this book Bamboo

in Yangzhou.

The taxonomic system of bamboo in this book refers to Flora of China, Volume 22, + Poaceae in the
2006 edition and the academic point of view by Zhao Qiseng. This book is written by Chen Weiyuan and
Zhao Yulong. Photos of bamboos were taken by Chen Weiyuan, Zhao Yulong, Zhang Chunxia and Yu
Yingchun.

During the composition of this book, we received instructions from Professor Ding Yulong and Wang
Fusheng from the Bamboo Research Institute, Nanjing Forestry University. Professor Ding reviewed
the book and kindly offered to write the foreword. The title on the cover was written by calligrapher
and engraver Mr. Jiang Yongyi. The English section was translated by Dr. Hui Chen from North
Carolina State University, USA. The Japanese was translated by Professor Liao Yelian from Nanjing
Industry University. Valuable suggestions and advice were kindly given by Yu Jiefen, deputy director of
Environment and Landscape Architecture Publishing Center of China Forestry Publishing House. Many
thanks go to following people: Manager Zhu Weicheng from China National Tree Seed Corporation;
Feng Jianyuan and Hao Juanjuan from Nanjing Forestry University; Chen Xiaohao, Zhang Zhijun, Tang
Yiting, Yang Yukun and Xu Xiaochuan from Science & Technology Bureau of Yangzhou; Pei Jianwen,
Xia Dongjin, Huang Chunhua, Sun Guiping, Zhao Dasheng, Tao Hongqing from Landscaping Bureau of
Yangzhou; Tian Yueping from Slender West Lake Park of Yangzhou; Jin Chuan, Li Jin, Zhou Xiaozhong
from the Geyuan Garden; Wang Haiyan from the Ho Family Garden. Zhou sheng, Wu Chundu, Lin Daoli,
Chen Yahong, Xu Xiaoning, Du Qingping, Wang Siyuan, Liu Boxiang, Pan Shuguo, Li Chengzhong,
Yang Kaibo, Li Jinyu, Pei Jie from Yangzhou Institute of Technology; Ding Cuibo, Sun Yanglin, Wu
Jianhua, Yang Yingao from the Agriculture Committee of Yangzhou; Shu Zaiding from Dashu Bamboo
Park and Zhang Xiaoyu from Sanatorium of Ministry of railways in Yangzhou. The authors are humbly
welcome to any suggestions and criticisms of this book and apologize for any potential incorrectness or

inaccuracies.

Author
Feb. 18,2014
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