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However tied universities might be with a heritage building, an iconic establishment, a place or a
nation, the very word is actually founded on the notion of an ever-evolving, shifting and moving,
expanding and contracting, association of individuals who are incorporated into a body of shared
aspirations and function. The university is, first and foremost, a set of values and an endeavor of the
exploration of knowledge, appealing to those who are apt to take on the shared burden of the task.
By this definition universities transcend the limitations of place and space. They also act as a social
condenser, turning diversity into community.

By necessity though, this activity is bound to happen somewhere. It is also likely to invest this “some-
where” with appeal that extends further than mere geography. Likewise, the crowd that is attracted to
that “somewhere” now comes from all over the world, in physical or digital space. Seen as a generator
of such interest, the locality of the university amounts to a capital that establishes value on a wider
scale. Campuses, cities, even nations, achieve even mythical appeal because of this activity, which is
not only limited to cultural production but also extending to an actual economic impact on the place.
Architecture comes in at the gap between function and place, reinstating spatial qualities as the
foremost property of an otherwise utilitarian endeavor. It responds to the requirements of the site, it
negotiates the terms of accessibility of and to the attached community, and it decides the level of in-
tegration or distinction to the existing natural landscape or urban fabric. Finally it communicates the
university’s aims and values, or it can act as a pedagogical tool by using its own formal and functional
language to convey ideas, ignite the imagination, or foster creativity.

The selection of the case studies for this article was made in order to showcase the idea of building
for the university, in the context of a regional or local condition.



in Context

LB T A3 Jeuls_Learning Hub in NTU/Heatherwick Studio

#8484 Abediani2 5222 _Abedian School of Architecture at Bond University/
CRAB Studio

k& IR K3 255 i B _Economics and Business

Faculty at Diego Portales University /Rafael Hevia + Rodrigo Duque Motta
FERTFFEHS MBS ¥RB_Georgetown School of Foreign Service in Qatar/
Legorreta +Legorreta

“#th S E AR f#EHul Teaching Center in WU Campus/BUSarchitektur
BHEARRZPAEL T AREEH2E_UAL Campus for Central

Drawing ©Heatherwick Studio

Hds SRk KX

REENL, KERE—PEEK. KE—ABETH T XX "Univer-
sitas” | 3EHMK. &K Y4, FEBEEEROBFHZEZMAR

(Universitas Magistrorum and Scolarium') , BERHE, X EMEZ
AIESEIE T AR RE, BIHLHEEEAREIE ‘okademeia” ATHEAHY
MRS, MXNEX i, KARLIRS I EE S A LTIEE
B,

AENHBERE S AREE NELARE, AR TFREMREZ
i8], LRI RFEHEERT PWEE AAPREFIRER, RIHA
ZERITG, N, REEER T HIMBERRE, MR L RER
HAZEBRBETRRNMS, ZIHFF4ENEAGHNERMEHTE
k., Bz, RER— e REAENARZBIMER, BENATE
BENGT, BREZERAERE, ERETX S, MEt T AFNHM

In the Context of Place: Universities and Regional Localities

By its very definition, the university stands for a collective. Deriv-
ing from the Latin word “Universitas’, the word refers rather to a
whole, a total, an institution and a body of teachers and scholars
(“Universitas Magistrorum and Scholarum”') sharing a common
endeavor. Interestingly enough, the word encapsulates the spir-
it of corporation through scholarly activity instead of a place of
instruction, that the Greek akadémeia would stand for In that
sense, Universities act as centers of gravity for a function that, in
turn, attracts a collection of individuals into a recognized body of
shared aspirations.

Standing in the gap between secular and religious authority, the
university is fundamentally characterized by its corporate autono-
my and academic freedom?. This has allowed it to act through the
centuries as a welcoming hub for challenging the limits of knowl-
edge and the methodology of inquiry. Likewise, it has existed
past the limitations of given place and space; indeed some of the
most interesting universities were sheltered in unassuming envi-

ronments while the mobility of teachers and students is normally

Saint Martins College of Arts and Design /Stanton Williams Architects
B2 ASIMA TSR A Advanced Engineering Building

at the University of Queensland /Richard Kirk Architect+HASSELL

B EA¥FRZK_Kolding Campus of SDU/Henning Larsen Architects
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thought in direct relationship to the appeal of a scholarly practice.
All in all, the university is a guild. Yet, in spite of its ever-evolving
nature, it is necessarily bound to a certain situatedness®. It needs
to take place in context, and it is at that point where it becomes
impactful and meaningful to a place.

The very institutionalization of the university is attached to a
question of settlement. Indeed the founding act of the “University
[cf. association] of Masters and Scholars” in Paris, argued to be the
oldest institution of the sort, has taken place on a threat to leave.
An account of the strike in 1229, followed by the migration of
the guild from Paris®, shows explicitly how the city stands to lose
much of its attractiveness if the scholarly work was to seize and
the masters and students assumed their practice elsewhere; like-
wise a large economic strain would apply to the state, as well as to
the immediate neighborhood (in this case the Quartier Latin), due
to the loss of economic activity. With students coming in from all
parts of Europe, place suddenly becomes important.

How does this mirror the current situation? For one thing Universi-
ties are now subject to “an unprecedented expansion’. Similarly,

the wide dispersion of information through advances in com-
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munication technology and the significant mobility of students
and teachers transcend the limitations of a situated institution.
Students can have remote access to knowledge, cémplement or
finish their studies in univérksities other than their own. Academ-

ics collaborate on an international basis and present their findings

- to the international audience through journals, conferences and

teaching exchanges. Faculties collaborate on joint programs and
federations. Institutions in developing countries or former colo-
nies no longer send their students to the West, but recruit faculty
and attract students from all over the world. Established institu-
tions “franchise” and expand their presence outside their national
borders. These are mere fractions of evidence to a glbbaf society —
and perhaps even a global knowledge capital. Yet in spite of these
developments we are still not far from the foundational model
of a corporate activity, namely of “exchanging teachers, students
and ideas through the lingua franca of Latin” for the universities in
the Middle Ages, and the “cooperat[ion] in the recovery of ancient
learning and the scientific discoveries of the Enlightenment” of
the early modern ones’.

What then of architecture? How does the production of building,
extending to the idea of campus, serve this picture? For one thing

we need to remember that architecture ultimately serves a pur-
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pose; yet, limiting itself to the mere facility of ergonomic require-
ments would unlikely serve the purpose well, as we have shown

it to be far more than the mere function of teaching. Taking into

consideration the framework we described, it becomes evident

that the architecture bottom line is called upon to do what it does
best: to establish place, to generate society, to excite or foster
meaning. In order to turn space into a living situation, it pursues -
the abstract empowerment of a site rather than the formal ma-
nipulation of it. In this context the projects we examine negotiate
and set sustainable terms with a local condition, be it the land-
scape, a relationship with the local community or a historically
and semantically charged site. Furthermore, it is called upon to
address a global audience, aiming to invite all that share the same
aspirations into the universitas. In that context the projects we
examine aim to manifest the identity and values of the institu-
tion, and to symbolize its stance with as clear an image as pos-
sible. Finally, in one of the most primal functions of architecture,
it aims to shelter people and activity. The buildings we examine
are designed to provide suitable spaces for classes, lectures, ex-
periments, services, inasmuch as they are fostering community by
introducing intermediate spaces, transcending rigid boundaries,

and g’enerating haphazard collisions.
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The Abedian School of Architecture by CRAB Studio is located in
Queensland, Australia. It is situated in the north-west quadrant
of the campus of Bond University developing under a series of
lily pad structures which shelter consecutive enclosures up to
three Iyevels high. The full volume of this space is run by a series
of “scoops’, namely concrete coves rhythmically attached to the
side of the interior spine expanding all the way to the full height of
the interior. The building develops “from within’, sloping towards
the outside almost in pursuit of dissolving into the landscape. At
the same time, the interior of the building is open to encounters;
it encourages collaboration, interaction and social life by refrain-
ing from limiting the school's activity to well defined boundaries.
The Economics and Business Faculty at Diego Portales University
by Rafael Hevia and Rodrigo Dugue Motta, seemingly, is a case of
the exact opposite. Challenged with the task to articulate a strong
identity, the complex consists of two distinctive towers, a cube
and a slab, attached to the opposite sides of a sunken structure
which is embedded in the sloping site. Sharing a complementary
design language, the two expand as a dipole in dialogue with
each other, yet with an unmistakable presence against an other-
wise blunt surrounding. Nevertheless, the sloping landscape stays

dominant on the eyes level with a series of courtyards, through
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and underneath the buildings. Along with the addition of a roof-
garden, a number of terraces and its exposed corridors, “everyday
life is connected to a distant geography”.

The Teaching Center in WU Campus by BUSarchitektur stands
proudly in a complex of star-studded buildings that has been
likened to “guests at a cocktail party"®. The complex itself is the
equivalent of Vienna University of Economics and Business(WU)'s
consolidation of scattered buildings into a single campus, yet sus-
taining still a strong integration with the city. The buildings them-
selves act as veritable events to a promenade, featuring various
formal responses to claims about their programmatic intentions.
Among them, the Teaching Center owes its distinctive identity to
the dark orange corten-steel cladding which gives it a monolithic
appearance. This “monolith” is slit with ruptures which reveal open
communal spaces in the interior of the building, as well as connect
to the outside premises. In a generous offer to the community, the
public is given access not only to the outside but also to the inside
of the building on the ground level 24/7, 365 days a year.
University of Southern Denmark, Kolding Campus by Henning
Larsen Architects could be argued to mark the spot for a fortunate
convergence of various tensions; a landmark for Kolding, an “in-

terconnected urban space” that puts its interior in dialogue with
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both a scenic park on the adjacent river at the back and a recre-
 ational town plaza at the front, a low-energy design that harvests
what ought to be natural impediments and turns it in sustainable
enéfgyahd climate control. Although not apparent right away, its
formal manipulations of a triangular theme turn its various ele-
ments —~ roofs, balconies, shades, walls - into a sweeyping fugue of
 circulation, atmosphere and imagery. The soft interplay of shade,
5 : isemi‘—traﬁ:sparency and color, energizes its distinctive facade in a
V vvielcomingt,"yet unmistaka’bly iconic, ‘expression of creativeness,
and community. oy
Georgetown School of Foreign Service in Qatar by Legorreta +
Leg‘orreta‘ca‘r,ries not40h'|y a 222 years old tradition but also the
~university's commitment to its “tradition of international engage-
meint”‘g; acting as the vehicle of synergies between two campuses
;hét‘ stand[‘feléven thousand kilometers away”. Not unlikely then,

- the principal design. principle was to eschew a monumental scale

- and focus instead on the development of smaller departments to

glve the rdea of bemg at home”. The same principle is manifested

: W|th a series of courtyards and atriums which provide for a more

o :relaxmg atmosphere and a sense of mtlmacy invaluable for de—

. Composmg the pressure of studymg at a highly prestigious insti-

(as tution. Th,eke:nd result is a form of synthesis; an international school
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in a local context and an international expression of architecture in
according with a local condition, quite consistent to the university's
motto “utraque unum” (both into one).

The New University of the Arts London Campus for Central Saint
Martins at King's Cross by Stanton Williams Architects enjoys a lo-
cality not unlike to the new WU campus in Vienna. The School
moved from its former premises on a heritage building at Central
London to a converted granary at King's Cross, “where part of the
shift of the center of London was bound to move”. The words of
Head of College Jane Rapley deem this move beneficial: “we're
in this transport hub (...) it's not about just coming in, but com-
ing out (...) it's about connecting with the world"°. The notion
of transitions is evident within the premises of the complex, with
suspended walkways crossing the central circulation spine, as
well as with the flexible relationships that are developed between
classrooms, different departments or buildings, or the dialogue
between existing and new matérials. This building is desig‘ned to"
leave room for the people inside to match its ambition.
The University of Queensland ,AdVanced Engineering Building
in Brisbane by Richard Kirk Architect and HASSELL is a building

that literally embodies the very subject of study it aims to facili-
tate. Apart from its appea’ling character, the building is organized
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around innovative sustainability strategies taking advantage of
the benign sub-tropical climate of Brisbane. Natural ventilation
meets with locally sourced and treated renewable resources such
as gulam tir’hber‘ for the structure and facade, while the distinc-
tive terracotta shade on the south not only acts its purpose but
serves as an interface for its playful animation with the passing of
the light. With the clever break of its volume into parts of differ-
ent shapes and heights, fhe building seems to eyolve from the
Iahdscape;at the same time a fu.H height central spine seems to be
deriving as a natural sequence from - and towards - the natural
surroundings of the building.

Last, Heatherwick Studio’s Learning Hub at the Nanyang Techno-
logical University in Singapore, stands mostly as a redefinition of
an existing context. For one thihg its very form is built up from the
idea of collecting a number of singularities — learning spaces, or,

in plain talk, classrooms - into a stacked accumulation of coves or-

1. Jacques Verger, “Patterns’, A History of the University in Europe: Volume 1. Universities in the Middle
Ages, ed. Hilde de Ridder-Symoens, Vol. 1 (Cambridge University Press, 2003), p.37~38.

2. “Academy’, Oxford Dictionaries (Oxford University Press, 2015), <www.oxforddictionaries.com>

3. Harold Perkin, “History of Universities’, International Handbook of Higher Education, ed. James J. F.For-
est and Director Philip G. Altbach, Springer International Handbooks of Education 18 (Springer Nether-
lands, 2007), p159, <H[’tpt//an.sjpringer.com/chaptem(}.1007/978474020-4()1 22°10>

4.in the context of social, cultural, historical, political, geographical (.) etc. relations, see Daniel Chan-
dler and Rod Munday, eds., “Situatedness’, A Dictionary of Media and Communication (Oxford University
Press, 2011), <www.oxfordreference.coms; Also, Phillip Vannini, “Situatedness’, The SAGE Encyclopedia
of Qualitative Research Methods (CA: SAGE Publications, 2008), <http/knowledge.sagepub.com>
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