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ABSTRACT

Jean — Frangois Lyotard is one of the most representative contemporary
postmodern philosophers in the West; people even take him as the syno-
nym of Postmodernism. From the 1970s, Lyotard’s postmodernism has at-
tracted much concern from different domains of social sciences and human
sciences, and has led to many discussions, so as to have had a large in-
fluence in the West academe. His postmodern philosophy depicts a painting
of postmodernity in the realm of scientific knowledge, ethics, aesthetics
and politics. His central idea is to spurn totality, determinism and other
modern pattern, so to build the postmodern order with multiplicity and
heterogeneity. The artistic ideal of antagonizing ° inhumanity’ with ‘ inhu-
manity’ and the social ideal of rewriting the Modernity that Lyotard brings
forward, are actualized at last by his aesthetics of the Sublime in Art and
Politics. Lyotard’s aesthetics of the Sublime is not only the organic part of
his postmodern philosophy, but takes more and more important position
with the development of his own idea. To research Lyotard’s aesthetics of
the Sublime can help us to deepen our understanding of his postmodern
philosophy, to find out its significance to the development of contemporary
Western Philosophy and contemporary Western Aesthetics, its particular
value to Art and Politics and to make its limitations clear. These are the
main objects of this dissertation.

This dissertation contains a preface, five chapters and a conclusion.

In the preface, | introduce the significance of the topic; review the
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research to Lyotard’s philosophy and aesthetics from different scholars in
and out of China; introduce the train of my thoughts and the innovations
of my dissertation. As the significance of the topic, the first point is that
Lyotard is one of the most important contemporary philosophers to the Sub-
lime, and his aesthetics of the Sublime is so unique because of its close
relationship with his postmodernism. To research Lyotard’s aesthetics of the
Sublime, can not only help us to deepen the understanding of his philoso-
phy, but can make us more clear with the new development of the aes-
thetics of the Sublime in contemporary society as well. What's more, it can
offer new possibilities for us to think contemporary aesthetics, politics and
ethics. The second reason is that we can learn the good points from
Lyotard’s aesthetics of the Sublime and his critics of the contemporary
western culture and art, so to well develop our own culture and art. As
the review of Lyotard studies, I introduce the studies of him in and out of
China these years. What’s more, I find that our Chinese scholars’ study to
Lyotard is just as a corner of a huge iceberg, compared with the scope
and the depth of foreign scholars’ study. There are four innovations of my
dissertation: First is the explanation to the relationship between the Aes-
thetics of the desire and the Aesthetics of the Sublime. Second is the dem-
onstration of the new development of Lyotard’s idea of the sublime. Third is
the analysis of Lyotard’s theory of the avant — garde. Fourth is the reading
to the application of the Aesthetics of the Sublime in social and political
field.

In Chapter [ , I generally discuss the development of Lyotard’s philos-
ophy. Compared to many other philosophers who only concern philosophy,
Lyotard has more passion to the social politics. His social practice and af-
filiation affects his philosophy in a large scale. And his concerns to Aes-
thetics and Art accompany his philosophy all the time. There are three pe-
riod of the development of his philosophy. The first is in the 1950s and

the 1960s. He took mental weapon from Husserl’s Phenomenology and



