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S READING GUIDES

Introduction

R D Blackmore
Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son of a
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book.

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor health forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully. His first novel, Ciara
Vaughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864.

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It was
not a great success when it first came out in three volumes.
Some people liked the way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear. They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and so more people read it. It
became a classic, although neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television.

It was partly an accident that the novel became a “best-
seller”. A young member of the company which had produced




CHAPTER 1

The Doones

serore Reaoing

There were three people in the carriage. Who were they?
What had happened to John Ridd's father?

‘Who were Annie and Lizzie?

‘Why did John teach himself to use a gun? (Because...)

My name is John Ridd. My home is in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years. | went to school in Tiverton. | learnt a little at school,
but | left school early.

This is how | left school on the twenty-ninth of November, 1673.

We came out of school at five o'clock. A long line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because
it was said that Tom Faggus was near and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin. He was well known as a high-
wayman.

We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?” he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.

| went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John?” | asked, “School doesn’t end until next month.
There is a month more of school.”
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Questions on the Whole Story

These are harder i Read the duction, and think
hard about the questions before you answer them. Some of
them ask for your opinion, and thicre i« ny fixed answer.

1 Can you give the name of
a the hero of the story?
b the heroine?
¢ the hero’s worst enemy?
d Winnie’s owner?
e the most powerful judge in England?
2 Can you give three examples of John Ridd's skill as a wrestler
and fighter?
3 Answer these questions about Lorna Doone:
a What was her real name?
b Who was her father?
¢ Where did her mother come from?
d What happened to her mother at Watchet?
e Who was her guardian in London?
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I THREE 'ENTURES OF SHERLOCK HOLMES

Introduction

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Conan Doyle, born in 1859, was a doctor of medicine. He had a
very keen mind, rather like that of his most famous character,
Sherlock Holmes. Doyle’s first story about Holmes, A Study in
Scarlet, appeared in a magazine in 1887.

After 1890, Conan Doyle stopped practising medicine and
became a full-time writer. More and more Sherlock Holmes
stories appeared in magazines and were collected in books like
The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes (1894). Sherlock Holmes was
also the subject of four full-length novels. The best-known of
these is probably The Hound of the Baskervilles (1902), which
has been made into films and television stories several times.

Perhaps the character, Sherlock Holmes, developed over
the years, but from the beginning the detective had unusual
powers of reasoning and deduction. There are examples in this
book. In The Speckled Band Holmes deduces that danger will
come through a ventilator and down a bell rope. In The Five
Orange Pips he deduces that the murderers are on a sailing
ship, and he finds the actual ship by reasoning from sailing
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| THREE, ADVENTURES OF SHERLOCK HOLMES

dates. In The Crown of Diamonds, Holmes’s powers of deduction
lead him to the man who has the missing diamonds, and to an
understanding of the behaviour of the innocent son.

Holmes'’s friend, Doctor Watson, is not a fool (though some
films have made him seem foolish), but he is an ordinary man
without Holmes’s special powers of mind. He is a brave man,
and is often able to help the detective in moments of danger.
We find ourselves seeing the action through Watson’s eyes,
and indeed in very many of Holmes’s cases—two in this book—
Watson tells the story, and so we receive the explanations that
Watson himself needs.

In @ number of his cases—but not in the three stories in
this book—Holmes’s great enemy was the master criminal
Moriarty. When Conan Doyle decided that he had written
enough Sherlock Holmes stories, he wrote one in which, in
finally defeating the evil Moriarty, the great detective lost his
own life. There was a public outcry. Doyle’s readers were quite
angry, and he had to write a story in which Holmes appeared
again. He hadn’t died after all!

When Conan Doyle tried to kill Sherlock Holmes, it was
because he wanted to spend his time on his more “serious”
writing. This included some historical novels, for example, The
White Company (1890), Rodney Stone (1896), and Sir Nigel
(1906).

But it is for Sherlock Holmes that Conan Doyle is remem-
bered, and not for his historical novels or his works arising from
his belief in spiritualism (messages to living people from dead
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| THREE ADVENTURES OF SHERLOCK HOLMES

people).

Modern detective stories usually deal with murder.
Although there are murders in two of the stories in this book,
Sherlock Holmes’s cases do not necessarily include murder. In
some cases there is not even a crime, because Sherlock Holmes
has prevented the crime.

Many modern writers seem to consider that the most
important thing about a detective story is a detective. Conan
Doyle knew that much greater importance must be given to the
story, and that the reader must feel that he or she is present as
the story unfolds.

The three stories

The Speckled Band, The Five Orange Pips and The Crown of
Diamonds were all written at about the same time, between
1890 and 1905. We can learn from them about the way of life in
England at that time.

People travelled by steamships and steam trains, and
steamships are important in the story of The Five Orange
Pips. There was a good service of steam trains to such places
as Horsham and Streatham, mentioned in these stories. The
underground railways of London began with steam trains in
1863; the electric trains of the “Twopenny tube” (two pence
to any station) ran in tunnels from 1900, but one doesn’t read
much about them in Conan Doyle’s stories. The telephone
was invented in 1876, but telephones were not common;
Holmes uses the very good postal and telegraph services. The
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