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The HSK (Level 1V) is intended for students who have mastered 1,200 commonly used

words. As everyone knows, the written test of new HSK exam consists of levels from one to
six. The requirements for students’ vocabulary are different with each level. As the level rises,
so does the requirements. For example, HSK level 3 requires students’ vocabulary to reach 600
words, and HSK level 4 requires 1,200 words. Obviously, the questions will definitely focus on
examining the additional 600 words in HSK level 4. Therefore, HSK level 4’s candidates have to
master the newly added 600 words.

The HSK level 4 written test consists of 100 questions which are divided into three parts:
listening comprehension, reading and writing. The brief explanations of every part’s content and

examination techniques are presented as follows.

1. Listening

All questions in the listening comprehension part are read only once. It is required to
answer the 45 questions in 30 minutes. The answer time for each item in every part is: the first
part around 10 seconds; the second and third part around 17 seconds.

Part I contains 10 items. The test taker will listen to each item only once. For each item, one
person says a short paragraph and the other person will say a sentence based on the paragraph.
The sentence is also given on the test paper, and the test taker should judge whether the content
of the sentence is right or wrong.

Part II contains 15 items. The test taker will listen to each item only once. For each item,
two persons make a dialogue of two sentences, and another person will raise a question based on
the dialogue. 4 options are given on the test paper and the test taker should select the right answer
based on what he/she has heard.

Part 11 contains 20 items. The test taker will listen to each item only once. In this part, each
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item contains a dialogue of 4 to 5 sentences or a short paragraph, and one or two questions will

be raised based on the dialogue or paragraph. For each item, 4 options are given on the test paper

and the test taker should select the answer based on

Examination techniques:

(1) Familiarize yourself with the ways in which the questions are usually raised.
HSK’s questioning approach is kind of modeled. Being familiar with this questioning

approach, the candidates can win time and energy. According to the real test paper published by

Hanban, it can be generalized as follows:

Question details:

Questioning approach: Topic of the questions:

— LK1 JLA 1 H2mt e
——Z K] ?
—7EMBJL / 7ERR L 7

— B4 (F W) ?

7 /BT AJEHE?

BH (&) %ﬁ&ﬁ/ﬁz/ IERE LT
B HEE A

—BH (X)) BAT?
— AT /WA (TR ) RAFAXR?

—B 8 (ZH) (KaTEE) 2 (F) ft4

what he/she has heard.

Ask the time

Ask the location
Ask the person
Ask for the digits, figures

Ask the manner

Ask the occupation, identity, etc.

Ask about the behavior, plans

Ask the situations, changes etc.

JAsk about the relationships

Question manner, viewpoint, etc.

Questioning approach:

— B0 (ZH)) HEREARE?
—BH (ZH) B AFE I BE?
—BH (W) BEAE?

—fthy / OB AR

—3K (&i) FERFLER?
—FH (&) AR W.."

Topic of the questions:

Ask about the attitude

Ask about the reason

Ask about the viewpoint
|
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(2) You have to be good at predicting the topic and the focal point of the
questions according to the four ABCD options.

In the listening comprehension test, the candidates can—more or less—predict what the

speakers are talking about and what they will be asked according to the provided ABCD four

options on the exam paper. The candidates shall make use of the known/existing information to

guide themselves. While waiting, they shall focus on the related information.

¥
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2. Reading

It is required to answer 40 questions in 35 minutes. The propositional answer time for every

question in every part is: the first part around 40 seconds; the second part around 30 seconds and
the third part around 1 minute.

Part I contains 10 items. For each item, one or two sentences will be given with one blank,
and the test taker should select a choice from the options to make the sentence(s) complete.

Part I1 contains 10 items. For each item, 3 sentences will be given and the test taker should
put them in the right order.

Part III contains 20 items. In this part, each item is a short paragraph with one or two

questions, and the test taker should select the right answer from the 4 options.

Examination techniques:

The first part of the exam mainly focuses on the examinees’ mastering of nbuns, verbs and
adjectives and other notional words (sometimes it can also contain function words, especially
adverbs). The examinees should master the syntactical functions and morphological features
of the vocabularies for HSK level 4 (especially the newly added 600 words) so as to judge the
property, meaning and usage of the vocabularies mentioned above. The examinees should be
familiar with the place of these vocabularies. When answering the questions, the examinees have
to understand the sentences or the dialogues to avoid making a sentence that is grammatically

correct but illogical in meaning.

omomG 3/
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The second part of the exam mainly focuses on the examinees’ mastering of relative words
and the logical structure within Chinese sentences. Firstly, the examinee must understand the
meaning of the three short sentences and make the best of the connecting words within the
sentences. If the sentences are not explicitly connected, the examinee should clearly understand
the logical relations within the three short sentences, and thus determine the sentence order.

The emphasis of the third part of the test is the candidates’ understanding of the meaning of
the HSK level 4 vocabulary in the specific texts, and the ability to generalize or induce the state of
mind and subjective attitudes of the author and the text characters. Correspondingly, in this part,
the questions are further divided into three types: questions about the details, questions about the
articles’ main idea and questions about the authors’ and text characters’ subjective intent.

For these questions which focus on details, the candidates should look for the keywords in
the questions to find the related sentence or paragraph, and to quickly determine the appropriate
answer from the four ABCD options.

For questions about the articles” main idea, candidates should attach importance to the
sentences at the beginning or in the end of the article, since the core is usually located in the first
or last sentence of the article. Of course there are also some articles that do not have a clear-cut
main sentence, then the candidates must generalize it according to the logic of the sentences.

For subjective intent questions, the candidates must pay close attention to the sentences
that involve subjective preference and generalizing words, especially transitional sentences,
exclamatory sentences, rhetorical questions and other special patterns, and thus to be able to

deduce the author’s or characters’ subjective point of view or intent in the article.

It is required to answer the 15 questions in 25 minutes. The propositional answer time for

every question in every part is: the first part around 1.5 minutes; the second part around 1 minute.
Part I contains 10 items. For each item, several Chinese words are given and the test taker is
required to write a sentence with these words.
Part IT contains 5 items. For each item, a picture and a Chinese word are given and the test

taker is required to use this word to write a sentence based on the picture.

Examination techniques:

The first part aims to test the copying skills as well as the grasp of the basic Chinese
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sentence patterns and orders. The candidates firstly have to make sure that they have not mistaken
the transcription of the characters. Then they should pay close attention to the position of subject,
predicate, object and modifier.

The second part mainly aims to test the ability to integrate the newly added words from
HSK level 4 and to form sentences talking about a picture. The candidates must ensure that the
grammar and semantics are placed properly in the sentences and in close connection with the
picture content. They should also express themselves with different sentence patterns as much as
possible.

Lastly, what must be reminded is that the candidates have to write the answers firstly on the

test paper, and in 10 minutes before the end, copy it on the answer sheet.
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piqi
haixid
Idizi
youmo

kai wdnxido

huépo
jidodo
chéngshi
youqu
tdoyan
shudi
mdhu
caxin
ddban
xingbié

temper

be bashful, be shy

come from

humorous

joke, make fun of

lively, vivacious

be proud of

honest

interesting; fascinating; amusing

be disgusted with; disagreeable, disgusting
handsome

careless, negligent, skimping, sloppy
careless, negligent

dress up, make up

sex; gender
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address

all right; OK

glasses

relative

come out; show; appear
polite; politeness
impression

physical strength,effort
powerful; terrible

with; to

dialogue

be born

grandchild, grandson
part, section
characteristic, peculiarity
wear, pullon

stupid; foolish

number

virtue; advantage; merit; strong point
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judge

lazy

completely; entirely
age

so long as

manner, attitude

but

connection; contact
self-confident

oh

auxiliary word
father

but

sober; calm
character

mother

look, appearance
shortcoming; defect; weakness
patience
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