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Abstract

Since the end of the Korean War, opposition and confrontation between
North and South Korea are reflected in politics, economy, military and so on
during more than one half century, among which, the conflict and opposition of
the foreign relations between the two sides have also been concerned by the global
society and academics for a long time. Otherwise, this concern has been central-
ized in the Asia — Pacific region. In fact, a full — scale diplomatic confrontation
between N. Korea and S. Korea exists in the Middle East as well where have the
great attraction for the two countries because of its peculiar political, economical
and cultural environment. Considering this, these two countries has taken Middle
East into the diplomatic concern. The diplomatic strategy of the two countries has
showed opposite as the confrontation of the state natures. During the Cold War,
the two Koreas had started a diplomatic contention in the Middle East. After that,
the two countries made an adjustment in the diplomatic strategy towards the Mid-
dle East, which means the implementation of diversified diplomatic strategy to ex-
pand their diplomatic space. This thesis aims to analyze comprehensive struggle of
the bilateral diplomacy in the Middle East in the political, economic, military
and cultural fields over the years. Besides, the causes, performances, results of
this struggle as well as the impact on the two countries and the Middle east have
also been discussed.

The confrontation of the two Koreas’ diplomatic strategy in the middle east is

originated from the opposite nature of the two countries. This antagonism are



PRSP IC LB T

reflected in the political, economic, cultural, military areas. In the political
field, South Korea mainly cooperate with pro-Western countries while the North
chooses anti-Western countries. The antagonism between the two countries shows a
political influence competition. In the economical field, S. Korea has energy trade
and economic cooperation with the pro-Western countries and actively participate
in global and regional economic organizations involved in the Middle Eastern coun-
tries. On the contrary, N. Korea have economic cooperation with the anti —
Western countries in the Middle East. The opposition shows the mutual exclusion
of the economic cooperation partners. In the cultural field, S. Korea disseminate
Christianity and traditional culture in the Middle East while the North focus on the
spread of the communist ideology. The opposition changes into the mutual exclu-
sion in the process of the culture dissemination. In the military field, South Kore-
an participates in the Western-led military action and pursues military cooperation
with the pro-Western countries while North Korea pursues arms trade and military
cooperation with the anti-Western countries. Military diplomacy between the two
countries shows significant opposition.

The two Koreans’ diplomacy in the Middle East have had a significant im-
pact on the two countries, the regional and global situation. On the one hand, di-
plomacy in the Middle East fulfills the national interest of the two Koreas and im-
prove the economy. On the other, the two Koreas confrontational diplomacy in the
Middle East has had a negative impact on the Korean Peninsula, the region and
international situation: it exacerbated antagonism and confrontation in the Korean
Peninsula and deepen the differentiation of the Middle East. More than that, in-
ternational hotspot issues are more difficult to solve for this reason.

The confrontation of the two Koreas’ diplomatic strategy in the Middle East is
originated from the opposite nature of the two countries, while the influence of the
big powers exacerbates this confrontation. One inevitable result of the confronta-

tional diplomacy is the shift trend of the influence of the two countries in the
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Middle East. From the Cold War to the present, status and influence of the two
Koreas in the Middle East are gradually changing: South Korea’s diplomacy in the
Middle East is increasingly active, which means it continues to make diplomatic
achievements. To the contrary, North Korea’s diplomatic space in the Middle East

is shrinking.
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