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Love Your Life

American | Henry David Thoreau

owever mean your life is, meet it and live it; do not shun it
Hand call it hard names. It is not so bad as you are. It looks
the poorest when you are richest. The faultfinder will find faults in
paradise. Love your life, poor as it is. You may perhaps have some
pleasant, thrilling, glorious hours, even in a poor house. The setting
sun is reflected from the windows of the alms-house as brightly as from
the rich man's abode'; the snow melts before its door as early in the
spring. | do not see but a quiet mind may live as contentedly there, and
have as cheering thoughts, as in a palace. The town's poor seem to me
often to live the most independent lives of any. Maybe they are simply
great enough to receive without misgiving®. Most think that they are
above being supported by the town; but it often happens that they are
not above supporting themselves by dishonest means, which should be
more disreputable®. Cultivate poverty like a garden herb, like a sage. Do
not trouble yourself much to get new things, whether clothes or friends.
Turn the old, return to them. Things do not change; we change. Sell
your clothes and keep your thoughts.

PugXith

1.abode [o'baud] @ £FT; &K
2.misgiving [mis'givin] @ %E&; BUE
3.disreputable [dis'repjotabl] E& L REFHI; RAEHH
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Companionship of Books

British | Samuel Smiles

man may usually be known by the books he reads as well

Aas by the company he keeps, for there is a companionship
of books as well as of men, and one should always live in the best
company, whether it be of books or of men.

A good book may be among the best of friends. It is the same
today that it always was, and it will never change. It is the most patient
and cheerful of companions. It does not turn its back upon us in times
of adversity or distress. It always receives us with the same kindness,
amusing and instructing us in youth, and comforting and consoling' us
in age. Men often discover their affinity to each other by the mutual love

8 FIERSHEFL R E NRERIZERIEENY



they have for a book. The book is a truer and higher bond of union. Men
can think, feel, and sympathize® with each other through their favorite
author. They live in him together and he, in them. A good book is often
the best urn of a life enshrining the best that life could think out, for the
world of a man's life is, for the most part, but the world of his thoughts.
Thus the best books are treasuries of good words, the golden thoughts,
which, remembered and cherished®, become our constant companions
and comforters. Books possess an essence of immortality. They are
by far the most lasting products of human effort. Temples and statues
decay, but books survive. Time is of no account with great thoughts,
which are as fresh today as when they first passed through their author's
minds ages ago. What was then said and thought still speaks to us as
vividly as ever from the printed page. The only effect of time has been
to sift out the bad products, for nothing in literature can long survive but
what is really good.

Books introduce us into the best society; they bring us into the
presence of the greatest minds that have ever lived. We hear what they
said and did; we see them as if they were really alive; we sympathize
with them, enjoy with them, grieve with them; their experience becomes
ours, and we feel as if we were in a measure actors with them in the

scenes which they describe.

iz xith
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True Nobility

American | Ernest Hemingway

n a calm sea every man is a pilot.

I But all sunshine without shade, all pleasure without pain, is not life at
all. Take the lot of the happiest—it is a tangled yarn. Bereavements' and
blessings, one following another, make us sad and blessed by turns. Even
death itself makes life more loving. Men come closest to their true selves in
the sober moments of life, under the shadows of sorrow and loss.

In the affairs of life or of business, it is not intellect that tells so much
as character, not brains so much as heart, not genius so much as self-
control, patience, and discipline, regulated by judgment.

| have always believed that the man who has begun to live more
seriously within begins to live more simply without. In an age of
extravagance’ and waste, | wish | could show to the world how few the
real wants of humanity are.

To regret one's errors to the point of not repeating them is true
repentance’.

There is nothing noble in being superior to some other man. The
true nobility is in being superior to your previous self.

il
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