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§ THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINY

Introduction

Mark Twain

The writer’s real name was Samuel Clemens. He was born
in Missouri, in the United States of America, in 1835. He
was trained as a printer, but he soon began writing for the
newspapers. He loved travel, and he loved the steamboats that
went up and down the Mississippi River. He spent some time as
a steamboat pilot, and the stories he wrote for the papers were
often about the people of the steamboats and the river banks.
Some of the stories were about real people and places, seen
with an observant eye and told with a love of fun. Some were
fiction, like The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County
(1865).

At about this time, Samuel Clemens began to call himself,
as a writer, “Mark Twain” The words were one of the calls of
the “leadsman” on a river boat. “Mark Twain” meant that the
line with a lead weight on the end showed that the water was
two fathoms (about 3.7 metres) deep, plenty of depth for a
steamboat, even one with a very big paddlewheel to drive it
through the water.

In 1867, Mark Twain went to Europe and the Holy Land
with a large group of American tourists. The letters he wrote,
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| THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINY

collected in a book as The Innocents Abroad, are more about
the tourists themselves than about the places they visited.
America, and later many other countries, laughed joyfully at the
tourists and their opinions and funny adventures. Mark Twain
saw things through his fellow tourists’ eyes and pretended to
think like one of them. For example, about Leonardo da Vinci he
tells us:

They spell it vinci and pronounce it Vinchy; foreigners
always spell better than they pronounce.

Mark Twain’s first novel, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
(1875), is still widely read and enjoyed. Perhaps it is more like a
collection of separate adventures than a modern novel, but the
reader ends by knowing Tom Sawyer and his friends as if they
were real people.

One of Tom Sawyer’s friends is the “hero” of The Adven-
tures of Huckleberry Finn (1884). This story is told as if Huck Finn
were the writer—the boy who “makes” the book—and we see
through Huck’s eyes everything that happens. The adventures
begin in “St Petersburg”, which is really the small town of
Hannibal. Hannibal is now a town of about 19,000 people. It
was much smaller when Samuel Clemens spent his boyhood
there—in this book it is sometimes a “village” and sometimes a
“town”. Huckleberry Finn is described in The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer as “the son of the town’s drunkard. All the mothers of
the town hated and feared Huckleberry because he was lazy,
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| THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINY

and lawless, and without manners, and bad—and because
their children thought he was wonderful”. In The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn we are to suppose that he is about fourteen
years old.

The Mississippi River

You will find a map on page 175. It does not show the whole
(3,779 kilometres) length of the Mississippi River from Min-
nesota to the sea, but it includes the part that is important in
this book.

Both the Mississippi and the Missouri rivers flow between
banks that are in places heavily forested. At the time of this
story the trees were important in the trade of the area, and
a lot of the wood was floated down the river in rafts—logs or
lengths of sawn wood fastened together to make a flat floating
surface. Raftsmen used long oars to control the raft.

Steamboats, driven by big paddlewheels, first appeared on
the river in 1812, taking the place of the canoes used by earlier
settlers. Travel by river was very important in the opening up
of the United States, especially in the time before the railroads
were built.

Slaves and Slavery
The title page of the first printing of The Adventures of Huckle-

berry Finn in 1884 has on it:

Scene: The Mississippi Valley
Time: Forty to fifty years ago
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I THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN

So we must know something about the matter of slaves like
Jim between 1834 and 1844. By 1804 laws had been passed
in all the Northern states for the gradual freeing of all slaves
in those states. But the plantation system of farming kept
slavery unchecked in the Southern states. And in those states
the Abolitionists—those who wanted to end by law (abolish)
the keeping of slaves in all parts of the United States—were
hated by the slave owners, and their ideas were treated as the
worst kind of sin. It is because he has been taught that it is a
terrible sin that Huckleberry Finn is so ashamed of helping Jim
to escape.

Both Huck and Jim call black people “niggers”. It was the
usual word at that place and time. It is not used today.

oo8



plantation
n. fPiEGD
abolitionist

n [RWENE

nigger
n[Bl1RR
(BEBRARN
)

I6=ME - BHIRICH

Hith, IAMTATAEA K 1834 £ 1844 £
[ — RN RAVES. 2/1804 £, FrAdL
75 B NS RYERESL, ERWRRBIBL N
FrEf#R. B2, MEERERSIESRTT 2N
SLATENE. FEMT, BRNENXE, HEEESE
BN (&R ) ERAXKERHIRIARLEA, #%
WREMR, MR SKEANRR™ERNER,
EEREANKFEIE - FR2ILXGHERVEE, AN
RXMFTTEREMN, BT 7ERS B 72K kR Y 7 Rk
FHEE =M.

METIRIZNBATHIRARRIE “BR”. XMATENY
HXEE—B . BIERA T .

009






CHAPTER 1

Tom Sawyer’s Gang

* QUESTIONS BEFORE READING -

» “You don’t know about me. . .” Who is “me” in that first

sentence?
» Where did Huck sleep in a bed?
» What secret did the boys swear to keep?

» What did they use blood for?




0 THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN

You don’t know about me unless you have read a book called
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. That book was by Mr Mark
Twain, and he told the truth, mainly. There were a few places
where he stretched the truth, but that doesn’t matter. | never
met anybody that didn’t tell a lie sometimes, except Aunt Polly,
or the widow, or perhaps Mary. Aunt Polly—Tom’s Aunt Polly,
she is—and Mary, and the Widow Douglas are all told about in
that book—which is mostly a true book, with some stretched
bits, as | said.

Now, the way that book ends is this: Tom and I find the
money that the robbers hid in the cave. It makes us rich. We
get six thousand dollars each—all in gold coins. Well, Judge
Thatcher puts it into shares for us. The shares pay each of us
a dollar a day interest more than anybody would know how to
spend. The Widow Douglas adopts me as her son and says Ill
soon learn polite ways. But the polite ways mean new clothes
and regular hours for meals, and sleeping in a bed.

The widow’s sister, Miss Watson, comes to live with her.
She is a thin woman with glasses, and she starts on me with
a spelling book. She is always finding fault with me for “bad
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