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UNITED NATIONS @ NATIONS UNIES

FOREWORD FOR “THE SEVENTY YEARS OF UN.
ACHIEVEMENTS AND CHANLLENGES”

I welcome the publication of “The Seventy Years of UN; Achievements
and Challenges”, which showcases the work of the United Nations for
peace, sustainable development and human rights. I commend the United
Nations Association of China for this contribution as we mark the world
Organization’s 70" anniversary.

China is steadily increasing its contribution to the international
community, not only by providing resources but also by sharing ideas,
technology and experience. China hosted the landmark 1995 Beijing
conference on women’s rights and empowerment. It is an active participant in
United Nations peacekeeping operations. And China has made remarkable
strides in lifting hundreds of millions of people out of poverty, thereby
helping the world to meet key Millennium Development Goals. Its successes
and lessons learned provide valuable insights for other Member States as we
look ahead to a new sustainable development agenda and meaningful action
to tackle climate change.

The United Nations can take pride in our achievements in
decolonization, human rights, international law, peacekeeping, poverty

eradication, environmental protection and many other areas. But we must
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also acknowledge that the vision set out in the United Nations Charter has not
been fully realized. Armed conflict is raging in many parts of the world,
climate change threatens the planet and humanitarian crises are growing in
frequency and intensity. More people are displaced —— the vast majority of
them women and children - than at any time since the Second World War.

The 70" anniversary of the United Nations is an opportunity for
reflection and transformation. Beyond the new development agenda and
climate action, we are also reviewing our peace operations and taking other
steps to strengthen the rule of law, promote early action to uphold human
rights and build a culture of prevention that can address threats, grievances
and problems before they escalate into instability and conflict. All countries
have an interest in coming together to shape multilateral solutions to global
challenges; in this era of growing interdependence, the global interest and
the national interest are one and the same.

As a global and regional leader, China’s continued leadership and
commitment will be crucially important in building a safer, more prosperous

and more sustainable world for all.

THE DEPUTY SECRETARY- GENERAL
Jan Eliasson

June 2015
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