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Dear friends, Dear Music Lovers,

On the occasion of the 15" anniversary of the Beijing Music Festival, | would like
to offer my heartiest congratulations to Maestro Long Yu and all the organizers
of this great music event. The festival in Beijing ranks among the most important
music events in the world.

| have had the pleasure of being part of it almost from the beginning. | had a
opportunity to conduct the China Philharmonic Orchestra and the China National
Symphony Orchestra on several occasions, as well as the Neue Philharmonic
Westfalen and the Choir of the Wieki Theatre — Polish National Opera. Each
time it was a special pleasure for me to perform for the Beijing audience, but
also for the audience that comes specially to the Festival from all over the world.

From the beginning of the Beijing Music Festival | have served as its adviser
and it is a honor for me to take part in the music life of the People’s Republic of
China. ‘

On the occasion of this great celebrations, | wish all the artists and organizers

that the concerts are an unforgettable experience, hoping that the Festival will
continue to develop.

i == SR

Prof. Krzysztof Penderecki




A Torch that Shines Brightly

in the Beijing Autumn

In the radiant autumn of 1998, the Beijing Music Festival first came into being. Ensembles and distinguished performers from
more than ten countries—among them Germany, France, Russia, America, Japan and Australia— joined forces with China’s best
musicians for two weeks, presenting opera, orchestral and chamber music, solo and duo recitals and choral concerts. The BMF’s
inaugural season presented a veritable feast. Since then, the BMF’s logo is a torch burning brightly in the hearts of musicians

and music lovers.

The birth of the BMF is intertwined with Maestro Long Yu. On a snowy winter night in 1997, the 33-year-old conductor arrived
in Beijing from Hamburg to begin planning an international music festival for the capital, the country and the world. By March
1998, the Ministry of Culture and Beijing city government had apportioned one million RMB. Six months later, the first BMF
was launched with Long Yu as Artistic Director. The Beijing Music Festival Organizing Committee was soon established,

followed by the Beijing Music Festival Society. In 2005, the Beijing Music Festival Arts Foundation began operation.

At that time, business corporations in China were not familiar with the concept or practice of sponsorship. With only one million
RMB in funding, the BMF was unable to engage any famous maestros or orchestras. With only half a year to prepare, the
Festival managed to secure sponsorship from Volkswagen, Credit Suisse, Lufthansa and United Airlines. The first sponsorship
from Credit Suisse came only from the bank’s Beijing office. After that, the bank extended its funding to the Greater China area,
then the Asia-Pacific region. Today, the BMF is among the distinguished cultural programs funded by Credit Suisse on a global

basis.

The BMF’s Organizing Committee emphasizes that festival programs must engage society and encourage public participation.
Tickets are made affordable, ensuring that many music lovers can enter the concert hall. Apart from Jose Carreras’s performance
and La Bohéme at the Century Theater, all tickets were priced between RMB30 and RMB180. Even today, cultural and music
circles concur that with regards to scale and format, quality and standard, the inaugural Beijing Music Festival was already on

an international, professional level.

That first season began at the Great Hall of the People with the Berlin Radio Symphony Orchestra, but few audience members
knew about the troubles behind the scene. One month earlier, the orchestra nearly canceled the tour because of lack of funding.
Long Yu responded with lightning speed, reporting this sudden news to the Beijing city government, at the same time writing
directly to the German foreign ministry and negotiating with the orchestra’s management. In the end, the orchestra landed in
Beijing triumphant. Many well-respected critics have said that 1998’s inaugural festival turned a new page for the development

of music in China.
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