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Foreword

The civilization of Chinese architecture has been continuously evolving, and this process has lasted more than 5,000 years,
from ancient cave to today's skyscraper, which has accumulated and crystallized countless human wisdom. The experience of
building architecture has been accumulated bit by bit from Chinese traditional architecture, so as to form Chinese architectural
culture. Chinese ancient architecture changed people's lifestyle, shaping the personalities and national characteristics of different
local areas and times.

Wood is the main material and earthwork is the auxiliary material for Chinese ancient architecture, because these materials are
casy to get and process, and can be used to build houses quickly. Characteristics of wood themselves determine the processing
technology focus on how to connect the wood components. The tenon-and-mortise work contains the wisdom of yin and yang.
These structures follow the properties of wood, so we can build houses without nails, which reflects the desire for purity of
ancient Chinese. Wood components are connected together flexibly, the structure becomes even stronger under gravity and in this
way a house is built. We don't know whether this structure is inspired from the bird's nest by ancient settlers. But this method
establishes the basic wood frame structure, namely 'post and lintel construction’, 'column and tie construction’ and 'log cabin
construction'. The main form of Chinese traditional architecture in northern China is 'post and lintel construction', while the
southern architecture is simpleand tends to use 'column and tie construction'. At the same time, large roof form becomes common
style of Chinese architecture. But the roof decoration is quite different, compared with the north area, the rake angle of the roof
increases in the south area. Especially in the Lingnan area, the figure and the animal sculptures are more vivid, lively and lovely.

The buildings look the same, but the combinations of them are constantly changing. In quadrangles we see decp courtyards,
which highlight the nobility, while southerners pay more attention to ventilation and drainage systems in the yard. In particular,
the Cearthen buildings of Yongding in Fujian connect houses in a circle with strong self protection function. According to the
terrain and circumstance, the architecture becomes a part of the environment, for example, cave dwelling of Shaanxi is a typical
cave which is warm in winter and cool in summer. The houses in west Hunan Province, Guizhou Province, and middle Sichuan
Province were built along the riverside and gradually formed streets and villages. The most famous 'stilted building' in west
Hunan and Guizhou Province is a kind of building whose wooden pillars support the house strongly from the riverbank arrisways.
The upper houses are good in ventilation, and from one side we can overlook the river scene. In addition, in the vast land of our
country, there are many regional building, such as the 'Tibetan barbican', 'Dai bamboo house', which are good examples adapted

to local conditions with the form based on the material.



Based on such a profound traditional construction system and the humanistic connotation it brings, researching the traditional
architecture has always been the foundation of environmental design major. First of all, from the architectural sense, the way
traditional blcildings are constructed is the foundation of modern architecture. We can say that the method how modern houses are
built with framework is inspired by the traditional houses. Meanwhile, the thought of following local conditions with local
materials enables the house showing its regional feature. Secondly, from the aspect of architectural ethics, traditional villages or
alleys lasting for thousands of years are replaced by high-rise building groups nowadays, thus the relationship between people
becomes weak, and the neighborhood relations are rigescent. Chinese traditional architecture research enlightens us on
considering communication between people in planning new residence and community. Thirdly, we regain the meaning of
inheritance and development of architectural culture. We absorb the essence of decorative culture in traditional architectures, and
combine meaningful decoration style with modern architecture, so as to change the Status quo of facade Cand form
homogenization of architecture.

Chinese Ancient Architecture: Architectural Sketch Selection is a collection of works completed by the students of School of
Environmental and Architectural Art of Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts. Through studying the classical structures left by our
ancestors, and depicting the architecture, which are regarded as treasure, the students understand the inherent artistic charm and
technology essence.

Although the performance ability was slightly tender and the knowledge of ancient architecture was shallow, the students tried
to express the unique charm of ancient architecture with pen and ink. We believe that through in-depth study, their understanding
of architectural culture will be improved. The students carefully outlined the scenery seen by eyes and felt by heart. The diligent
work will leave an unforgettable mark in the minds of these future designers.

Chinese Ancient Architecture:Architectural Sketch Selection is translated by my graduate students Li Shujiao and Maureen

Ndegwa, and I express my thanks.

Professor Peng Jun

Dean of School of Environmental and Architectural Art
Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts

October, 2015
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