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UNIT ONE

Reading Passages ; Passage A

I, Content

A, Worksheet

1. What is the text about ? Circle the best answer,
A ) The history of ranches,
B ) The adventurous life of the-American cowboy,
€ ) Cowboys and their ranch life,
@) Ranches and their heroes--cowboys,
2. The cowboy's life in the past was different from
what the Americans have thought it to be like,

Put a T if it is a fact and an F if it is imagina-

#on,

A ) The cowboy's life is romantic, (F)
B ) The cowboy's job is heavy, - - . ¢TH
C) Ranch life is hard, - ; (T)
D) Cowboys were adventurous before, (F)

E) Cowboys had to be good gunmen before, (T)
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3. Fill up the following box to show the changes in
the cowboy's life,

Life in the past ‘ Modern life .
1, Cattle-driving was a long [ 1. Cowboys do not have to driv: (]
hard job. ' | the cattle a lont way.
2. There was danger from cattle | 2. Cowboys no longer have to
thieves. struggle with cattle thieves.
3. Cowboys had to be skillful and| 3. Cowhoys must often be tech—
strong. 4 f nicians themselves, B

4. Complete the following sentences by giving the
causes/purposes, " ' ’

1) Ranching is important because ranches raise
cattle for the meat that people eat,

2) Most ranches are located in flat open” country
because there is plenty of grass for the cattle
to feed on there, ‘ ‘

3) The cowboy is regarded as a nationallrhe:ro by

= the American  people because they think that
he is brave sand strong, unafraid to struggle
- with wild animals add cattle thieves, -

4) In the past drxvxng the cattle was a long hard
job because - '

(1) the cattle” had ‘to' be driven’'a "long way
through open country to the neérest raxlroad
: stations ' '

(2) there was danger from cattle thieves on the .



way.
5) The cowboys wore wide-brimmed hats because
they had to protect themselves from the sun,
dust and the rain,

5. Complete the following statements ( BRiR ) s

P1

1) People began to raise cattle at the beginning of

civilized life,

2) Cowboys began to appear in Texas (place)

about 18368 (time),

B, Paragroph meaning

Topic I;aragraph--Ranch life is hard and demand-

ing,

In many cases, there is a paragraph, usually
the first or the last one, that giveé a brief account
of the main idea of the whole passage.This is called
the topic/concluding paragraph, But at the present
moment you don't have to tell the students what
to call it, only ask them to notice this pheno-
menon, In this paragraph, the second sentence is
the key sentence; “(But) ranch life is ... a hard
business, demanding strength and a great deal of

work.”

P2-P3 These 2 paragraphs ( para, for short) give

some details about the ranch; 1) an old impor-
tant industry, 2) located in flat open country,

0‘310



P4

and 3 ) always fighting with natural dangers.
Explain why ranching is called an industry, In a
broad sense, an industry is “a particular sort of
work, usu, employing lots of people and using
machinery and/or modern methods”, e.g,, trade,
tourism, Since present-day ranches are often large
and use modern machinery, ranching can certainly
be regarded as a type of industry,

The subtitle makes it clear that this para. tells
how ranches came into being, The people who
kept cattle first “wandered from place to place”,

“and ‘then settled down “in the places where the

food and water were plentiful”,

P5-P8 As the subtitle indicates, this section is about

Ps

Pe

P7

the hero of the ranch -- the cowboy.

The cowboy is regarded by the Americans as
the hero of the nation because of his adventurous
life and bravery, ( This para, will be dealt with

in detail in Reading Skills, so there is no need to
- discuss it now, )

When and’ where the American cowboy first
appeared, - :

The real life of cowboys, Their work *was hard,
including-1?) _rounding up the. cattle, 2) driving
them over long distances to railroad stations, and

'3) often having to struggle with cattle thieves, Ask

4.‘4;.



the students to explain “The cowboy rose at sun-
up to start the cattle moving.” Also ask them
why “‘They had to be skilled horsemen and good
éunmen, ”? Answer; “The cowboys had to roundup
large herds of cattle and drive them all day
through the heat or dust or wind, Also they often
had to struggle with wild animals and cattle
thieves, So they had to ... be good gunmen,”

Draw the students' attention to these sentences:
“Their clothing was made for protection, The
wide-brimmed hat was worn to protect them from
the sun, dust and the rain, ” In comparison with
the phrase “the most colorful people” (para, 5),
it can be seen that although people may think
that the cowboy's life is romantic, he is in fact
a practical person, Note that the word “colorful”

- might refer to clothes and also mean “interesting”
and “exciting”, '

P8 The cowboy's life has greatly changed, that is,
has been modernized, 1) He no longer has to
struggle wifh thieves, 2) The long cattle drive is
a thing of the past, 3) Modern inv‘entions have

A taken over many of his old jobs,

C, Summary of the reading passage

The passage is divided into three parts,



Part 1. A general account of ranch life,
Part 2; How the ranch came into being,
Part 3; The cowboy is the center of the r‘anch,
but much of his old adventure has gone,
Note: While discussing the text, it is worthwhile
" to encourage the students to quote the key
words and expressions from it, However , they

must try to use them in original sentences,

II, Language

A, Explaining language points

The following notes are only for your own refer-
ence, You don't have to bring out all of them in class,
P1 the Wild West—the formerly scarcely irhahited
-western part of the United States, which cov rs
such states as California, New Mexico and Texas
P2 cowgirl—an analogy of 'cowboy', Examples; sun=
rise — earthrise (as seen from the moon ),
everproduce — underproduce, housewife — house-
husband, These words are generally nonce words.
P3 open country—the unclosed land which is used
for farming or left unused

P3 be on guard against + N —be ready to protect
oneself against sth, &P, B l
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