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A STUDY ON THE MODERNIZATION OF
TRADITIONAL CHINESE FURNITURE

Lim Cheok Sin

Abstract

There was once a time when traditional Chinese Furniture greatly influences
the Europeans. After the Opium war, this influence has waned to a level that
has become insignificant internationally.

With the recent resurgence of China, furniture, an integral part of Chinese
culture will modernize and gradually move back towards mainstream in China.
Possibly, becoming gradually accepted around the world.

This thesis aims to achieve the following:

(1) To understand the history and present situation of the traditional Chinese
furniture.

(2) To offer solutions such that the traditional Chinese furniture can be
manufactured using modern technology and fits the present market demands.
This thesis goes through the development of the European furniture industry
through the centuries and gathers information of the present state of the
traditional Chinese furniture industry. By comparing and analyzing the
difference in both the developments, it is found that the traditional Chinese
furniture industry has missed the recent evolution to modernization in terms
of design and manufacturing. This thesis aims to offer solutions to bridge
this gap. The solutions will offer a model to modernize the traditional Chinese
furniture industry.

Through a market survey in China, we discovered that 57. 9% of the respondent
are interested in traditional Chinese furniture. This represents a huge
potential market. Most importantly, 100% of the respondent can accept the use
of alternative wood species instead of redwood to be used for the traditional
Chinese furniture. This is very significant.

As such, this thesis studied the relationship between redwood and the
traditional Chinese furniture and for the first time, using experiments,
substitutes and so on, we derive the physical characteristic of redwood.
Previous and so on, we derive the physical characteristic of redwood. Previous
research on redwood has been done only with qualitative description. This
thesis adopts scientific methods to derive quantitative data for analysis,
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thus improves the present research method used in China for redwood studies.

With this quantitative data, we can then do a comparison with other wood

species, analyzing their strengths and weaknesses. This thesis’ s

contribution will also be to quantify the research into redwood.

To proof that, with the usage of substitute wood species and other
materials such as walnut wood, plywood and MDF, suitable and sensible designs,
modern manufacturing techniques, we can make a traditional Chinese furniture
that not only fulfils China’ s quality standards but also international
standards. This thesis encompasses:

(1) Understanding the evolution of our modern society from modernization to
post modernism, basing on this to completely redesign the traditional
Chinese furniture to fit the usage of modern lifestyle. This new design
is called the “Year of the Dragon” . This design uses the basic framework
of Western furniture design as a guide.

(2)With new materials, new designs and structures, modern manufacturing
techniques becomes a possibility. This thesis proposed a manufacturing
technique that can be used as a model from which the traditional Chinese
furniture industry can transform itself. By using this proposed model, the
manufacturing of traditional Chinese furniture will shift from 80% hand
skills to 80% machining and 20% hand carvings and detailing. The thesis
will also analyze the preoposed manufacturing techniques in terms of the
reduction in cost after mass production and reduction in the reliance of
skill labor and so on. This is the most important contribution and focus
for this thesis.

(3) Based on this new model in manufacturing and design, samples have been made
and sent to relevant government authorities in China for testing. The
result shows that the quality and usage meets the country standards in
furniture.

With this basic model, this thesis aims to integrate traditional Chinese

furniture into the modern times.

Key words: traditional Chinese furniture, creativity, rosewood,

design, manufacturing techniques
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