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Unit 1 Western Culture

L] Objectives

In this unit, you will be expected to .
<> Discuss the western festivals and holidays.
> Recognize some western superstitions and customs.

> Get familiar with western catering.

[ Cultural Tips

|. Easter, (& B #) &%, L8 HEKEE" MW H, ~RIBEFEESTAREHE -1
BIH . '

. Easter Egg, G WRHEBAERE, HEZRULAG  WALREAMERY. BET

AR BT R EENRYRIE, EWE LTG5 1ELL

3. Easter Bunny, B T REET TRIEZ —. 1ERZ 8%, RAE T H KN E 75 A
AT HIHEAE o BITE R T R4 B IR G WS .

4. Kissing under the mistletoe , & P4 J5 ] 4% , S HE 15 W[ , i 7EMR A5 4=/ M R RT3 74k T
H5Z Y,

5. Trooping the colour , B4F 4 F 4= H AR 14 DUE B4 T (0 KA ) IR LiE 3l o the colour R4
regimental flag, HIHE, 450,

6. tarot card, 35 %, BE X MUR VU B & bR, AP IS AT TR, M6 > T b
R Z 4D , HRE— R .

7. potluck party, ZHEWR, B, —FREFX, BAAW - RNOKESNARS. &
R FEAUER AR, SINE N DA — 8 S & UOR}, (R e A N1 .
BAEVY T, T P B 3B SR AE S , 1 el 55y 1l 22 05 5K 1§ ( propose ) , PESR BB 55 75 B[] 2 7
WX T IS AR (an engagement ring) o I, 4 AT 145 He gave her a ring” if , 3438 SGHE %
#& He proposed to her, she accepted, and they are now engaged. ( 5 J7 [m & )i K 4§, & i #%

TRIE, PAIECEELT) o

[3®]

Lesson 1 Western Festival and Holidays

Direction ; Listen to the dialogues and choose the best answer to each question.
I. Which one is not mentioned in the dialogue?

A. Independence Day. B. Easter and Christmas.
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C. All Saints’ Day. D. Easter.
2. What will be placed on the graves of those deceased soldiers?

A.Flowers. B. Candies. C. Fruit. D. Flowers and wreaths.
3. When is Thanksgiving Day?

A. Next Thursday. B. The fourth Thursday of November.

C. The fourth Tuesday of November. D. The fourth Thursday of December.
4. What are they talking about?

A. Halloween. B. Thanksgiving Day.  C. Easter. D. Christmas.
5. Whose birth is celebrated on Christmas Day?

A. Apollo. B. Jesus. C. The God. D. Virgin Mary.
6. What’ s the vehicle taken by Santa?

A. Bike. B. Reindeer-led sleigh. C. Horse-led sleigh. D. Dog-led sleigh.
7. What’ s the interesting tradition on Christmas day they are talking about?

A. Eating special food. B. Wearing red cloth.

C. Kissing under the mistletoe. D. Buying Christmas tree.
8. Which day is Mother’ s Day?

A. The second Saturday in May. B. The second Sunday in March.

C. The fourth Sunday in March. D. The second Sunday in May.
9. Whom can they play jokes or tricks on?

A. Teachers. B. Parents. C. Friends. D. All above.
10. What kind of flower will Jim send to his mother?

A. Rose. B. Carnation. C. Lily. D. Violet.

= Conversation 1 «

® Direction: Listen to the conversation and choose the best answer to each question.

1. This Halloween, Tom is going to be 2
A. pirate B. spider man C. superman D. Ultra man
»wr2
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2. Who did tell the history about Halloween to Tom?

A. Mom. B. Spider man. C. Classmate. D. Teacher.
e Direction: Listen to the conversation again and then fill in the blanks with what you have
heard.

Tom discussed in class. , Miss Black told us the history about
Halloween.

Halloween is on . It” s short for

Mother asked Tom to put the over there to scare their guests.

= Conversation 2 «/

Direction: Listen to the conversation and answer the questions.

1. According to the conversation, please find out the origin of Valentine’ s Day.

2. What is Jack going to do on this year’s Valentine’ s Day?

3. Has the woman received any gifts from her boyfriend? And what are the gifts?

= Passage 1 «

Direction ; Listen to the passage and decide whether the following statements are true or false.
Write T (true) or F (false) in the brackets.

( ) 1. Thanksgiving Day is celebrated in some European countries.

3 ¢
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( ) 2. Thanksgiving Day is a time to give thanks for the harvest and express gratitude in general.
( ) 3. Thanksgiving Day is now primarily identified as a Christian holiday.

( ) 4. Canadians and Americans celebrate Thanksgiving Day on the same day.

= Passage 2 «/

Direction: Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to each question.
1. According to the passage, how do the westerners celebrate Christmas?
A. Exchanging gifts and Christmas cards. B. Decorating homes with Christmas trees.
C. Preparing foods. D. All above.
2. The Christian meaning of Christmas is—
A. it commemorates the birth of Jesus Christ
B. it commemorates the birth of the God
C. it commemorates the rebirth of Jesus Christ
D. it commemorates the rebirth of the God
3. Nowadays, Christmas is celebrated by

A. Christians B. non-Christians C. westerners D. all above

= Passage 3 «

Direction: Listen to the passage and choose the proper words to fill in the blanks.

hollowed costumes feast scare away
bonfires turnip lanterns evil spirits disguise
In Scotland, Halloween is a festival that comes from the great of the pagan Celts

w4
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which marked the arrival of the winter half of the year. Children make “ .” Turnips are

out and holes are cut to make eyes, nose and mouth. Then candles are placed inside
the turnip and it is set in the windows to witches and other . Traditionally
on Halloween the young men of the village would wear strange, their voices and go
about the village, representing the spirits of the dead. to burn witches and drive away
evil spirits were lit. Nowadays, the bonfires and are still a part of Halloween,

especially for children.

= Passage 4 «

Direction: Listen to the passage and answer the questions.
1. Does the UK have a “national day” ?

2.“Trooping the Colour” implies

Direction ; Listen to the passage and fill in the blanks with what you have heard.
The origin of Mother’s Day
Mother’ s Day was first suggested in the United States in 1872 by Julia Ward Howe as a day
to peace. A to establish a National Mother’ s Day was begun in 1907. It was
successful, by 1911 Mother’ s Day was in almost every state in recognition of the
influence mothers have in the making of better citizens.

In 1914, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed that the birthday of Mrs. Anna Reeves Jarvis,

the ", would become the National Mother’ s Day of the United States. And that from
then on, the second Sunday in May would be Mother’ s Day the work Mrs. Jarvis had
done to bring families together after , her work to bring the whole North and South

together, her work to honor all the mothers of America throughout history and on into the future, but
most of all to honor Mrs. Anna Reeves Jarvis as America’ s National Mother. President Wilson asked
that the American people fly the United States flag from public buildings and homes on that day as
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he said, as a public of our love and for the mothers of our country.

Well, what value is Mother’ s Day now? As the Congress said in 1914, . Jarvis was
one such mother. On Mother’ s Day much attention is given to the important part that each mother
plays in giving her children

If the observances of Mother’ s Day can even in a small way remind mothers of this, then this

day will help both the families and the whole country.

) Listen and Relax

e Listen to the short poem and read along.

When Christmas Comes to Town

I’ m wishing on a star
And trying to believe
That even though it’ s far
He’ 1l find me at Christmas Eve
1 guess Santa is busy
Cause he never comes around

I think of him when Christmas comes to town

The best time of the year
When everyone comes home
With all this Christmas tear

It’ s hard to be alone
Putting up the Christmas tree
With friends you come around

I[t’ s so much fun when Christmas comes to town

When Santa’s sleigh bells ring
I listen all around
The herald angels sing

I never hear a sound
And all the dreams of children

Once lies will all be found

That’ s all | want when Christmas comes to town

» 6
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® Listen to the song and supply the missing words.
You Raise me up

Secret Garden

When I am -
and, oh my soul, so weary;
When troubles come
and my heart be;
Then, I am still
and wait here in the silence,
Until you come

and sit with me.

You raise me up,
so I can stand on :
You raise me up,
to walk on
I am strong,
when T am on your shoulders;
You raise me up:

To more than I can be.

There is no life—
no life without its hunger;
Each restless heart
beats so ;
But when you-come
and I am filled with wonder,

Sometimes, I think

I glimpse

You raise me up,
so I can stand on mountains;
You raise me up,
to walk on stormy seas;
I am strong,
when I am on your shoulders;

7] 444
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You raise me up:

To more than I can be.

Lesson 2 Western Superstitions

e Direction; Listen to the dialogues and choose the best answer to each question.

1. What are they talking about?

A. Food. B. Culture. C. Literature. D. Religion.
2. Now the first speaker’s friend believes in ;
A. Christian B. Buddhism C. Taoism D. Islam

3. Did the woman agree with the man’s idea?

A. Yes, she did. B. No, she didn’t.
C. She was not sure. D. She agreed with him partly.
4. Where can they check out the tarot card report?
A. In the book. B. On TV. C. In the magazine. D. In the newspaper.

5. Which animal is Mary’s sign?
A. Ram. B. Rat. C. Snake. D. Dog.
e Direction ; Listen to the dialogues and fill in the blanks with what you have heard.

1. W.
M.

2. W

: It is said there are three methods: pairs of nuts, peas or orange pips are placed in a fire: if

3. W:

=

= =2 =2 =€ £ =

»> 8

Hm, a person who was born in the year of dragon is said to be magnanimous,

: and proud.

Sounds like me.

Do you know how to use to see into the future marriage?

they burn together, the couple will be happy, but if they , the
marriage is ill-starred.
Do you believe in tarot card? I think this form of has become part of
pop culture.

: Yeah, like the sortilege, cartomancy (4¢k# b #+) and . They give people a lot

of fun.

: Monks or ascetics all practice abstinence from meat, right?
: Yeah. I think it can be hard for priestlings (/NFI ).
: Wh)’?

. Because

: Jim, have you heard that iscalledas * 79

: So, that’ s why many airports don’t have a gate 13#, many hotels don’ t have a floor 13 #.
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= Conversation 1 &«

Direction: Listen to the conversation and choose the best answer to each question.
1. What are they talking about?
A. Planets. B. Virgo. C. Taurus. D. Astrology.

2. According to the conversation, what are the personalities of the people born under the sign of

Taurus?
A. Reliable and determined. B. Possessive and inflexible.
C. All above. D. None of them.

3. What’s Tom’ s sign?

A. Taurus. B. Capricorn. C. Cancer. D. Aries.

= Conversation 2 «

e Direction: Listen to the conversation and fill in the blanks.

W: Do you believe in powers?

M: I don’t. But some people do. Why do you ask?
W: I am thinking about the wizards and witches. They practice and believe in

9 44
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supernatural or

M. There’ re no more witches, I think. , people thought they were in league with the

Devil and used their powers to harm others.

W . I hear that “bad” and “good” witchcraft are sometimes . Why is there “good”
witchcraft?

M: The so-called “good” witchcraft probably involves healing—the witches may help people treat
their

W . How are wizards or witches exercise their magical powers?

M. I’ ve heard about their . Besides, they’ re said to have the ability to cast a spell.

W A spell? Do they cast it by saying a few words or using something like a 7

M. Both, I guess. Well, if you want to know more about witches and witchcraft, I can find you

some materials. But don’t get obsessed with it.
W. I won't.
® Direction: Listen to the conversation again and answer the questions.

1. According to the conversation, what is “good” witchcraft?

2. How are wizards or witches alleged to exercise their magical powers?

Task 3 Passages

= Passage 1 &
Direction . Listen to the passage and answer the questions.

1. According to the passage what kind of animal will take away the disease?

2. What kind of food will be feed to the animal? And how is it made?

= Passage 2 «/

Direction: Listen to the passage and decide whether the following statements are true or false.
Write T (true) or F (false) in the brackets.

) 1. In America, thirteen and three considered to be superstitious numbers.

) 2. Some buildings often don’t have the third floor.

) 3. Sometimes, the thirteen floors are the twelfth floors instead in America.

) 4. Americans believe that “ All things come in threes.”

AN SN AN SN

) 5. Three is lucky because it represents the traditional family: grandparents, parents, and
child.
510



<> Unit 1 Western Culture <>

= Passage 3 &

* Direction; Listen to the passage on number superstitions and then discuss the following two
questions with your classmates.

1. According to the passage, why 4 is considered unlucky?
2. Do you have some number superstitions? What are the reasons?
® Direction: Listen to the passage again and fill in the blanks.
Lucky numbers are quite different in different countries. In Japan, “4” is considered
because in Japanese the word “four” is pronounced the same as the word

“

”. The Japanese never give gifts of four of anything. Seven is a lucky number in many

places, and “8” is a lucky number in China and Japan. In China, often
open on August 8, and many register to get married at eight past eight on August 8.
Superstitions about numbers are so that some people-called numerologists—make

a living giving advice about numbers. It is said, in 1937, when the Toyoda family of Japan wanted
to form a car company, they asked a if “Toyoda” would be a good name for the
company. The numerologist said it would not be. He explained that “Toyota” would be a better
name for the company. The family took his advice. As a result, millions of people

“Toyotas” and not “Toyodas”.

= Passage 4 «/

Direction: Listen to the passage and answer the questions.

I. What does the phrase “cross one’s fingers” mean according to the passage?

2. How do people make a cross with their fingers?

3. Is the phrase still use nowadays?

11 44



