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Introduction

With the Chinese economy entering into the “New Normal” phase, sen-
ior Chinese leaders are advocating the great rejuvenation of China. The total
economic output of China will gradually march forward to a leading position on
global basis. “China is becoming into the world largest tourist country” , as
DAVID SCOWSILL, the president and CEO of the World Travel and Tourist
Council expressed in his latest estimation. Based on the estimation, the inter-
national problems that China tourist cities are faced with are likely to be de-
veloped into the focus of worldwide tourists and the people concerned.

The economic proportion of Chinese tourism industry accounts for 9. 5%
of the world’s global economy with approximately 7 trillion US dollars in
2014. The total number of employees engaging in tourism industry is 266 mil-
lion which accounts for almost 9% of the total global employees. In 2014, the
number of the inbound, outbound and domestic tourists reached to a new
high. As statistic shows, there are 26. 36 million inbound tourists, 102million
inbound Compatriots of Hongkong and Macau, 55.62 million inbound over-
night visitors and 3. 611 billion domestic tourists. The number outbound tour-
ists broke though 100 million for the first time and reached to 107 million. The
total tourism revenue of the year is 3. 38 trillion yuan within which, 56.9 bil-
lion US dollars is international tourism revenue. Therefore, it is of great sig-
nificance and value to study the Chinese tourists cities’ internationalized strate-
gies under such a promising background.

Chinese experts of tourist community have already started to explore and
study tourist cities’ internationalization although it is still a brand new field in
the world. With the booming of economic society and the deepening of opening

up, China’s global economy is in the world’s second place now. The economic
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development moves into new normal. Some domestic well-know tourist cities

proposed to take “International Tourist City” as construction target or direc-
tion. Accordingly, following questions are worthwhile to be considered by ex-
perts and scholars; What is international tourist city? How to measure the de-
gree of its internationalization? How to build its target system?

Research background: According to investigations, about 100 tourist
cities have declared their plans to build international tourist cities. Experts in
academic communities both at home and abroad haven’t made any consensus
on a concrete definition to the fashionable title “internationalized tour city” .
Its connotation and extension are also expected to be made clear. Judging from
what we read and observe, explanations from many articles and great works
are different. Each has its own definition on internationalization of tourist
cities. While, we consider it as a trend, a state and a long, changing
process which may not be got all at once.

Research significance: First, practical significance. In depth research
and analysis on international and domestic cases of tourist cities will provide
good references for improving urban service quality and standard. This is help-
ful for constantly updating and improving the tourist infrastructure, urban
economy and social development. Second, theoretical significance. It will con-
tinuously perfect the upper level design and enrich the positioning perspective
in making development strategies. On top of that, it will also promote a better
effectiveness in raising awareness, expanding vision, freeing minds and up-
dating ideas. As the saying goes “ Foreign stone may serve to polish domestic
jade. ” It will constantly improve urban citizens’ comprehensive quality, abili-
ty and standard civilized tour; increase cities’ popularity and reputation; en-
hance cities’ attractiveness and focus to top class tourists both at home and
abroad; raise cities’ earth value and brand value and build citizens and
tourists’ confidence, sense of belongings and happy index.

Research contents; The book comprehensively absorbed the latest re-
search achievements of tourist cities’ internationalization both at home and
abroad. There are seven chapters covering tourist cities’ planning, construc-

tion, management, marketing, characteristics and innovation. Chapter one is
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the research overview of internalized tourism. Chapter two is the building of
evaluation system for the internationalization of tourist cities. Chapter three is
the current status study of Chinese tourist cities’ internalization. Chapter four is
the counter measures for the development of Chinese tourist cities. Chapter five
is the international based comparisons and references of favorable policies for
promoting internationalized tourism. Chapter six is the cases study of China
tourist cities’ internationalization. Chapter seven is the cases study of the world
tourist cities’ internationalization.

Research methods: Following explorations have been conducted in the
research methods and perspective of the book. Quantitive analysis and re-
search-to use big data and new thinking to study how tourist cities started to
develop and continue to grow by referencing primary and earliest data; Quali-
tive analysis-basic clue and method. Comparative analysis and contrast re-
search; SWOT case analysis clue and research method; Mathematical model
study method and exploration.

Characteristics and innovative points: Based on the latest research
achievements of scholars and experts in international cities and tourist cities’
internationalization, the book achieved the following innovations. The book
used SWOT analysis in the study of international key tourist cities. It systemat-
ically researched the current status and existing problems in tourist cities’
planning, construction, management and innovation. Counter measures are
taken accordingly. Authors of the book have rich experience in local govern-
ment tourism administration. Some of them have overseas study and research
work experience which is favorable for them to combine theory with the prac-
tice and complete the book with vision and innovative ideas on Chinese tourist
cities’ internalization. The close combination of new thinking theory and prac-
tice of China tourist cities’ internationalization makes the book a workable and
inspiring guidance.

Conclusion and expectations; The book is an innovative contribution for
exploring strategies for tourist cities’ internationalization. In view of further
achievements, we will continue to explore further in this field. Compared with

European countries, China’s tourist cities are developed a little late. We have
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realized that in the way forward, there are still many problems and contradic-
tions to be tackled in pushing forward internalization. However, we still con-
vince that as time goes on, an increasing number of better cases and theories
are to be developed. Thus better research achievements are to be made. A new
batch of world level international tourist cities are emerging. This book, as a
good start, is written with the expectations to inspire readers to think and ref-
erence further. It is favorable for the upgradation and transformation of China
tourist cities’ planning, construction, management and innovation. It is also
good for China tourist internationalization and will attract an increasing num-
ber of international top class tourists to come over to China for tour, sightsee-
ing, holiday, real estate investment, etc. It will increase the cultural and
educational exchanges and communications between our people and world citi-
zens; upgrade the ability and standard of tourist cities’ opening up; achieve
earlier the great rejuvenation of the people’s republic of China and build the
world common wealth human destiny community.

Chapters of the book were completed by different authors. Introduction :
Liao Minsheng, Chapter one and two: Lu Jiangyong, Chapter three: Zhang
Dandan, Chapter four: Xia Bing, Chapter Five: Liao Minsheng, Huang
Ying, Chapter Six: Jin Hailong, Qiao Shuying, Chen Deguang, Chapter
Seven; Liao Minsheng, Xie Zhenglei, Chen Zhen, Introduction Transla-
tion; Chen Yuanyuan.

Rich materials in the book is based on authors’ thorough collection and
absorption of the latest theories and points on tourist cities internalization. The
book is good to be recommended as text book or reference book for students
and teachers of relative majors in higher education universities. It is also supe-
rior training material for workplace personnel who are engaging in tourism in-
dustry, related lines of businesses, business sectors or enterprises. We wel-

come your valuable suggestions for the book’s next revision and perfection.
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