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PREFACE

Y

As a natural miracle, the Three Gorges Area of the Yangtze River is the most majestic canyon among the top three
longest rivers of the world.

As a miracle of the human society among the world's ancient civilizations, the Three Gorges Area is home to China’s
magnificent history, splendid culture and brilliant talents.

Distinctive landform and geographic location, together with thousands of years of human history, makes for the unique
culture of the Three Gorges. The Three Gorges Area is historically and culturally important in China. To start with, many
archeological sites are found in this area, such as sites of the ape men in Wushan-Fengjie Region, the Daxi culture, the clay-
made boats, the hanging coffin on the cliffs, the Yiling Battle, the calligraphy and painting of the Tang poem and Song Ci, the
early salt works, the Fengdu ghost town, etc. Besides, dock culture has been well developed in this area since ancient times.
To illustrate, boat trackers, stilt style architectures and lifesaving red boats are famous cultural symbols of this region. In
addition, transportation is of great importance to the culture of the Three Gorges. For instance, the well-known migration to
Sichuan province through the Yangtze River took place in the Qing Dynasty; Chongqing was opened up to the outside world
in the middle of the 19th century and became an important transportation junction in the navigation of the Yangtze River;
Chuan-Han Railway was built along the river; the capital was moved to Chongqing during the Republican period in the
flames of anti-Japanese war. All the above is not only an important chapter of China’s history, but also a brilliant page of the
world history.

The course of industrialization and modernization has changed the natural and cultural landscape of the Three Gorges.
And construction of the Three Gorges Dam has had a tremendous impact on the people of this area. It is a new challenge as
well as a lofty mission for people and their next generations to explore ways to protect the natural environment and traditional
culture in the process of modern civilization. Scholars of ecology, environmental science, geography, history and archaeology
should take their due responsibility in this regard. Historical geographers have a unique advantage in recovering the changes
of the natural and cultural landscape of the Three Gorges, with historical maps as an effective way to record and display their
achievements.

Professor Lan Yong, founder of the Institute of Historical Geography Studies of Southwest University, together with his
colleagues initiated historical geography research on the Three Gorges and published academic papers in 1993 based on early
studies. Under the leadership of Professor Lan Yong, the research team was assigned several projects related to studies of the
history of the Three Gorges and sponsored by the National Social Science Foundation of China or the ‘Humanistic and Social
Science Foundation of the Ministry of Education. The project "The Reproduction of Historical Maps in‘Three Georges Area
of the Yangtze River" was listed by the Ministry of Education as a key project in philosophy and social science studies. It took
nearly eight years for the team to finish 7%e Historical Atlas of Three Gorges of the Yangtze River with the help and support
of colleagues in the academic circle of historical geography studies as well as the Star Map Press that elaborately compiled
the atlas.

Divided into eight groups according to the aspects of administrative division, nature, population, economy,

transportation, towns and villages, military affairs and culture, education & health, this atlas contains 211 maps, over
200,000 words of annotation and 358 photographs and pictures covering all areas. The atlas has four main characteristics.
Firstly, maps are comprehensive in coverage. Great importance is attached to showing navigation channels and the original
appearance of towns and villages before impoundment of the Three Gorges Reservoir so as to fully reflect the human
geography characteristics and the changes before and after the dam was built. Since no map is left for the towns and villages
before impoundment of the reservoir, most maps in the atlas are compiled on the basis of field research by the team members.
And those ancient maps are compiled based on a large number of previous research results. Secondly, maps are compiled in
a precise and reliable manner. Some historical administrative maps are kind of random at reproducing boundary lines. Blind
restoration of vegetation distribution without basic spatial data makes the scientific nature of the historical map in doubt.
The compilers of this atlas give up all previous vegetation maps and draw county boundary lines of the late Qing Dynasty
only on the basis of rigorous research results. Thirdly, maps are more intuitive to show the special geographic landscapes,
especially for the convenience of non-professional readers. Fortunately, there are some old photographs of the Three Gorges
Area. Besides, the rasearch team photographed a large number of vanishing landscapes in time, which leave a panoramic
view of the history of the Three Gorges Area. Fourthly, over 200,000 words of annotation of the atlas not only consolidate the
literature foundation of research achievements, but also enhance its scientific nature and reliability. In addition, it provides
readers with definitive ways and clues for further information.

[ had the honor to participate in the kick-off seminar of the project. During the past eight years, Professor Lan Yong and
his colleagues at the institute have devoted themselves to field researches in the Three Gorges Area and taken painstaking
efforts to collect data from both home and abroad. The first-phase achievement, Studres on Ancrent Maps ot Chongqging,
was published in 2013. [ was all eagerness to read it. In the process of the project, I have read other relevant achievements
and become more and more confident in this project. Now I am very delighted to see the great project finally end in a
complete success. At the invitation of Professor Lan Yong, I am honored to write this preface and would like to extend my
congratulations to him on his great success in this project.

Ge Jianxiong
February 8 , 2015
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FOREWORD

1. As a natural channel connecting the central and western regions of China, the Three Gorges region of the Yangtze
River is a grand canyon rare to be seen in the world with thousands of years of civilization. The Three Gorges Area is
supposed to be a world-famous natural and cultural heritage. However, construction of the Three Gorges Dam has caused
tremendous changes to the natural and cultural landscape of this area. How to retain the glory of the ancient Three Gorges
has always been one of our major research tasks. After our first paper on historical geography studies of the Three Gorges
was published in 1992, it took us more than a decade for to further our study, and 7%e Historical Geograply of the Three
Gorges came out in 2003, which include nearly 50 historical maps of the Three Gorges Area. Then we started to strive for
the approval of the project of compiling the historical atlas of the Three Gorges Area of the Yangtze River. In this process
we gained the support from leaders of Southwest University, leaders of the Graduate Division, Social Sciences Division and
other divisions of Southwest University. In addition, leaders of the social science department of the Ministry of Education
also showed great concern about this project. Finally, the project was listed by the Ministry of Education as a key project in
philosophy and social science studies. At that time, the National Social Science Foundation had not been established yet. And
the number of key projects in philosophy and social science studies listed by the Ministry of Education was merely 40 per
year from 2003, in which history-related projects were rare. Before 2003, universities in western China only succeeded in
applying for one key project of the Ministry of Education in philosophy and social science studies. Therefore, it was a great
encouragement for us to get the approval of the project.

2. Over the past eight years from 2007 to 2015, the compilation of 7Z%e Historical Atlas of Three Gorges of the Yangtze
River has been the top priority of our research. To lay a solid foundation for compiling the map, we have conducted a large
number of field studies. Our footsteps have covered almost all the mountains and rivers as well as all the counties across the
Three Gorges region. Many maps reflecting the villages and towns over a decade ago are completely based on our footsteps
and local interviews. We also went to libraries and archives in Japan, the United States, Russia, Taiwan, etc., to collect
overseas data about the Three Gorges. As a phased achievement, Studies on Ancient Maps of Chongqing was published in
2013. On the basis of the collected data, some students of our institute completed their master’s or doctoral dissertations
closely related with the atlas compilation work of our institute. More than twenty papers centered on historical geography
studies of the Three Gorges, laying a more solid scientific foundation for us to compile the atlas. It'is worth pointing out
that a historical map compiling laboratory as well as an ancient book-keeping room was set up to support the compilation of
history atlas of the Three Gorges. During the compilation process, we created a paradigm, by which researchers directly draw
electronic historical maps. This paradigm not only provided a better condition for publishing fair drawing in the future but
also improved our researchers' basic map-drawing skills.

3. After the atlas was sketched out, the Star Map Press took an active part in cooperative compilation of the atlas with a
strong sense of social responsibility, showing a high level of professionalism as a renowned publisher. The atlas was listed as

one of the key publishing projects in the national "12th Fiver-Year Plan" period. Staff members of the Star Map Press, from

the director and chief editor at the top management level to editors, mappers and proof-readers at the front line, all attached

great importance to and worked hard at the atlas, frequently working overtime at weekends without asking for extra pay.
During the compiling process, they kept improving and striving for perfection. Working groups from the Institute of Historical
Geography Studies of Southwest University were sent to Beijing on several occasions to collaborate with the working staff of
the press. Many specific problems were solved through earnest cooperation between the authors and the compilers.

4. We made good use of historical maps, annotations as well as old and new photo series when compiling 7%e Historical
Atlas of Three Gorges of the Yangtze River and drew 211 historical and modern maps, wrote 200,000 words of annotations
and included 358 old and new photographs or pictures. The annotations explain the maps as clearly as possible, and show
some information which cannot be seen from historical maps. Photographs showing the present situation of the site and
landscape were taken by members and partners of the project team. Old photos were cited with authors’ names in the back of
the atlas to show our respect.

5. We compiled 7%e Historical Atlas of Three Gorges of the Yangize River adhering to the principles of "data well-
founded; keep improving; zero tolerance to errors". For instance, we gave up previous vegetation maps whose scientific nature
was in doubt due to insufficient data. At the same time, we drew county boundary lines of administrative maps of the late
Qing dynasty only on the basis of rigorous research results. We did not draw the linear boundary for agricultural reclamation
areas and altered the annotated doubted places in previous historical maps through field investigation and research.

6. Compilation of the atlas attracted wide attention from all social sectors and governments at all levels of Chongqing
showed great concern about it. Over the past decade, we have gained the support from leaders of the Social Science
Department of the Ministry of Education, Chongqging Immigration Bureau, Municipal Propaganda Department, Federation
of Humanities and Social Sciences, Geographic Information Center of Chongqing Planning Bureau, as well as governments
at all levels along the Three Gorges. Besides, great concern has been shown from the leadership of Southwest University, the
Graduate Division, Social Sciences Division and School of History and Culture and other divisions of Southwest University.
It is also worth mentioning that peer experts from Fudan University, Peking University, Shanxi Normal University, Huazhong
Normal University, Hunan Normal University, Sichuan University, Yunnan University, and Sichuan Normal University have
been very supportive in the process of project approval, research and publishing. Our sincere gratitude should be extended to
all of them.

7. 1 have engaged in historical geography studies on the Three Gorges of the Yangtze River for over twenty years,
almost the age of my son. During the past two decades, I have gone through several twists and turns in life, where the helping
hand and great support from Ms Kan Jun and other relatives will be a life-long memory for me.

Lan Yong
June 16, 2015
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COMPILING PRINCIPLES

1. This atlas covers a time range from prehistoric times to the beginning of the 21st century. Affected by different
needs of each map-group and the relevant support materials, the beginning and ending time point of each map-group is not
unified. Generally, the time range in this atlas can be divided into 18 intervals, namely Qin, Western Han, Eastern Han, Three
Kingdoms, Western Jin, Eastern Jin, Song of Southern dynasties, Sui, Tang, Houshu, Northern Song, Southern Song, Yuan,
Ming, the middle of Qing, late Qing, the 9th year of the Republic of China (1920), and the 29th year of the Republic of China
(1940). Maps before the Qin Dynasty are compiled on the basis of modern geographical base maps and utilize the modern
place names. Other maps are modified and compiled by editors according to the administrative maps close to the specific
time.

2. This atlas consists of introductory maps, historical maps, thematic map annotations and related photographs.
According to different themes, historical maps are divided into eight map-groups including administrative maps, physical
maps, population maps, economic maps, traffic maps, maps of cities and towns, military maps and culture maps. Accordingly,
annotations are divided into eight parts respectively. Photographs are classified into two categories - old and new photos, and
interspersed into annotations of each map-group.

3. Maps in the atlas generally have a contrast between ancient and modern times. That is to say, we have displayed
necessary historical geographical elements on corresponding modern base maps so as to make it more convenient for readers
to make comparisons. Base maps utilized have the minimum boundary of the county level or the county level administrative
center(some maps cover villages). Ancient base maps before the Sui Dynasty are modified according to the basic data of The
Historical Atlas of China compiled by the team of Prof. Tan Qixiang. The boundary lines of Jun( £f5 ), Zhou( /1| ). Fu( Jff )
and Xian( £, ) in the Three Gorges Area after the Sui Dynasty are mainly amended according to the research achievements on
modern boundaries. In The Historical Atlas of China, there are no contrast between ancient and modern times on boundaries
of Jun, Zhou, Fu and Xian. To avoid possible misunderstanding due to differences between ancient and modern boundaries,
we have removed the Jun, Zhou and Fu boundaries beyond the Three Gorges Area and merely kept the first-level boundaries
for reference.

4. Maps in the atlas generally indicate the situation of the whole dynasty. Thus, Jun or Xian abolished or established
during the dynasty are displayed according to their original level as possible. Maps are titled as "the Qin period (the Qin
Dynasty)" or "the Ming period (the Ming Dynasty)" instead of the corresponding emperor chronology and the western
calendar. Maps with certain times are marked the specific western calendar if possible. The resedrch scope of this atlas is
the Three Gorges Area. To ensure the relative integrity of administrative territory of each dynasty, each map has a different
region scope, so we cannot adopt a uniform plotting scale. That is to say, the actual plotting scale of each map depends on the
specific circumstances.

5. The general legend merely shows the data on ancient and modern base maps. Legends of the ancient themes are
appended to each picture in the atlas.

6. Thematic maps in this atlas take the then administrative division maps (except for the Pre-Qin period) as base ma|;s

in an attempt to restore the historical appearance. As to those maps covering more than one dynasty, we choose the latest
administrative division map as the base map.

7. The administration organization system in the atlas is divided into five hierarchies. The highest are Ducheng( #B3% ).
Shoudu( i &[5 ), Shoufu( 1 JfF ), Peidu( 5 [0 ). In the appended nationwide map of the administrative map-group, Peidu ( %
# ) is marked as the first-level administrative region. Zhou(in Three Kingdoms, Western Jin, Eastern Jin and Southern and
Northern Dynasties), Lu(in Song Dynasties), Xingsheng(in Yuan Dynasty) and Sheng(in Qing Dynasty) are marked as first-
level administrative regions. Jun( HIS ) in Qin and Sui is also listed as first-level administrative regions. Chishibu( | %%B )
in Han and Dao( J# ) in Tang are equal to later first-level administrative regions such as Zhou, Lu, Jun and Xingsheng, etc.

In the local administration organization system before the Song Dynasty (including Northern Song and Southern Song),
Jun, Zhou and Zhi Li Zhou( B s/ ) that affiliate Xian( 2 ), San Zhou( %/} ) and San Ting( T ) are all marked as
second-level administrative region. Xian, San Zhou, San Ting and Jun, Fu, Jun that do not affiliate Xian are listed as third-
level administrative region. Xiang( % ).Zhen( i ) ., Li( H ) and Cun( #} ) are marked as ordinary settlement places. In the
administration organization system after the Yuan Dynasty, Lu, Fu, Zhi Li Zhou, Zhi Li Ting( B )T ) and Wei( 1) that
affiliate Xian, San Zhou, San Ting and Suo( )5}'? ) are listed as second-level administrative region. Xian, San Zhou, San Ting,
Suo and Lu, Fu, Zhi Li Zhou, Zhi Li Ting and Wei that do not affiliate Xian are listed as third-level administrative region.
Wei and Suo with the same name and under the same administration of Fu, Zhou, Xian and Tu Shi( |- &] ) of all levels are
not marked names on the map. Dao( & ) from Yuan dynasty to the early Republic of China is set as first-level administrative
region, which is not shown in this atlas, either.

8. In the annotations and descriptions of map-groups, historical chronology in dynasties before and in the Republic
of China has the corresponding western calendar. Emperor list tables take reference to the volume of History in The
Encyclopedia of China. Modern names of administrative regions above the Xian level in the maps and annotations are in strict
accordance with 7%e Administrative Handbook of the People's Republic of China(2014) issued by Ministry of Civil Affairs.
Modern place names of administrative regions below the Xian level are subject to the Standard Atlas of Place Names of the
People's Republic of China.

9. Fengdu( ®[ %[ ). an ancient place name, was used the same way as Fengdu( =4[ ). In this atlas, we use Fengdu ( =
% ) as a unification.

10. All the data used for making the modern geographical base maps of this atlas were collected before the end of 2014.
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