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Preface: An Introduction of Scenic Spots in Mid-Jiangsu Province

The artistic work of Wang Peng leaves people with an impression of calm and precision, much
like the artist. He has dedicated himself to depicting the scenery and culture of central Jiangsu and has
become one of the most influential pen-and-ink artists in China.

As mid-Jiangsu is an area of profound history and splendid culture, a literary review was primary
for Wang Peng before he started painting. In order get detailed outlines for paintings he worked
diligently as a scholar should to sort out source materials. Because of his perfectionism, Wang is not
interested in simply copying source materials; he is known to add or deduct some elements in the
source material during painting. Wang will always try to convey as much as cultural information in his
works as possible while omitting intricate trifles which are irrelevant to the central idea. In this way,
he managed to produce work that is both simple and rich. When appreciated in detail, you will find
that Wang’s work encompasses both the precision of mathematics and the charming rhythm of poetry.

Pen-and-ink painting did not originate in China. However, Wang Peng has incorporated the free-
hand style featured in traditional Chinese paintings into the form with wonderful results. Wang is
an excellent and versatile art teacher with strong basic skills in painting, which laid a foundation of
lively characteristics in his work and showcases his rich knowledge as well as profound academic and
cultural attainments.

As a colleague and countryman of Wang, I am certainly grateful and respectful toward him. I
am grateful for what he has done in writing about our lovely hometown with his pen, and respectful
for his dedication to that, which he considers worthwhile, that which he has been doing for so many
years. For those reasons, I am very pleased to write this preface and I wholeheartedly endorse the
wonderful work of Wang Peng.

Cao Jun
New York
April 10", 2015



Annotation: Cao Jun is a renowned Chinese painter currently living in New York. He has
held art exhibitions at many of the world's leading museums including: Musée du Louvre,
National Art Museum of China, Congress of New Zealand and The Bruce Mason Center
(New Zealand.) Many of his works are hang in the embassies of China and New Zealand.
He was awarded Outstanding Artist by Los Angeles County of the United States.
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Prologue

Central Jiangsu, also known as Suzhong in Chinese, is located at the southern joint end
of Jianghuai Plain and Yangtze River Delta. It is home to three cities along the northern bank
of Yangtze River, namely Yangzhou, Taizhou and Nantong. Yangzhou is comprised of three
districts, Ganjiang, Guangling, and Jiangdu along with Baoying County. Yizheng and Gaoyou, two
prefecture-level cities,are also within its jurisdiction. Taizhou is divided into four districts, Hailing,
Gaogang Jiangyan and Jingjiang as well as prefecture-level cities of Taixing and Xinghua. Nantong
is divided into two counties, Hai’an and Rudong, as well as three districts, Tongzhou, Chongchuan
and Gangfa. The Nantong Economic and Technological Development Zone and prefecture-level
cities of Rugao, Haimen and Qidong are also included.

The three cities in Central Jiangsu all have long histories and are famous for their splendid
culture. Here, plains, rivers and lakes intertwine with one another and the distinctive seasons
offer plenty of sunshine. With adequate rainfalls, ancient residents left legacies and various folk
customs. The author, who was born here, hopes to reflect the both the history and the culture of his
hometown with paper-and-ink paintings while demonstrating the soul and spirit of Central Jiangsu.

As a fine arts teacher of a secondary school I have collected a large number of materials with
my intensive work after class. During holidays I am always busy traveling around, conducting in-
terviews, taking photos, painting and creating works. 1 have explored the hundreds, even thousands
years of history of these ancient cities with my pen day and night. [ have divided the book into
three sections, named for the three great cities, Yangzhou City, Taizhou City and Nantong City with
the aim to memorize history and express my deep feelings. After uninterrupted efforts of over 500
days and nights I finished the 131 paintings of historic sites and ancient folk customs of the region
contained in the book.

Whether you are a local resident or a visitor from far away, you will feel the essence of
Central Jiangsu and fall in love as you learn more about the region.
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